3rd February 2017

Dear Friends,
Half term 3 seems to have passed in the blink of an eye and I would like to thank every member of our community –
pupils, staff & parents/carers – for your ongoing support and dedication. Our mission at Stretford High is to help our
children to ASPIRE - Achieve Academically, enjoy Success, be Professional in attitude, grow in Integrity & Respect
and recognise that hard work and Endeavour are keys to achieving our goals. I am delighted to say that it has been a
half term of considerable successes and I would like to take moment of your time to celebrate just a few.
During this term, Mrs Latif took 6 of our Year 9 pupils to the Museum of Science & Industry to take part in the Cisco
Little Big Challenge for schools – the challenge this year was for the teams to show how they thought our lives could
be made better by connecting the unconnected. I am very proud to say that The Stretford team won The Best
Business Case – a fantastic achievement.
Another very proud moment for us as a school was the opportunity to take part in the proceedings at the Holocaust
Memorial Day event at the Council Chambers in Sale. We were honoured with the request and sent a group of 7 Year
8 pupils who prepared and presented to an audience of over 500! They represented us with eloquent passion – a true
credit to us all.
During the course of this term, our children have represented us outside school on a number of occasions. Our
Geographers explored the wilds of Burley Field & Blackpool! Our year 10 Photographers ventured out to capture the
wonder of Trafford on film and another Year 10 group continue to visit Seymour park community Primary School on a
weekly basis for the very successful Teens & Tots programme. The Year 10 Computing classes enjoyed a day at
Media City in Salford learning about possible futures in technology. Year 9 completed a 3 day business course run by
the Manchester United Foundation. Not to be left out, years 7 & 8 girls represented Stretford proudly at the inter
school Football Hub Tournament which took place at The Cliff Training ground. Yet again, every time our pupils
represent us outside school, I have received the same message back: our pupils, your children, are well behaved,
considerate and Respectful.
Homework
You will know that homework has been a key priority for us this year. One of the ways we are working on maximising
homework is to make sure you, as parents and carers, have what is needed to support and challenge your child’s
learning at home. Therefore, we now record all homework on Class Charts so that you can log in and see exactly what
is being set. The majority of you have already logged in and feedback so far tells us that parents are finding this really
useful in being able to have a really productive homework conversation with their children. For those of you who
haven’t logged in yet, you will find the instructions of how to do so below. It is very easy and you can also see your
child’s attendance and behaviour rewards here too.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Go to www.classcharts.com
Click login and select parent.
Select "I don't have account yet"
Enter your email address
Enter your access code (on original homework letter sent January, if there is an issue please contact
jkeating@stretfordhigh.com)
Enter your full name including surname
Enter the password you wish to use
Retype your password. (Passwords are securely saved).
This will then show you an overview of your child's behaviour and attendance in school.

10. To view their homework click on the "homework" button at the top where a breakdown of all homework set for
your child can be viewed.
11. If you have more than one child at the school, you can add them by clicking the "add child" button and
entering the access code for that child (see point 5 above)
Parent Pay
Please remember that pupils are no longer able to upload money onto their school account via the machines in school
after half term. All break & dinner money will have to be loaded online using Parent Pay. This also makes it safer for
our pupils as they will not have to walk around the local community with large amounts of money. Advice and
guidance is available from school if this is an issue for you.
Key dates:
There are some important events coming up in half term 4 which are worth taking note of:
Year 9 will be making important decisions about their option choices for Key Stage 4. Thursday 9th March is a
combined Parents’ Consultation and Options Advice meeting. You and your child will be given a set time to have an in
depth discussion with your child’s form teacher about progress this year and which options you would both prefer to
take. Please attend this meeting as it is very important. Let us know if there is an issue about your appointment time.
Year 10 have the pleasure of work experience 6th-10th March. It is very important that every pupil is proactive is
sourcing & securing their placement and that it is something that will be of value for their future.
Year 11 will have another set of mock exams for core subjects on the 6th & 7th March. Mock exams are very important
practice for pupils to work under exam conditions and pupils should be working hard in preparation for them. Indeed,
we urge pupils to revise over the half term break for all subjects. Please also note that GCSE exams will begin on 15th
May and will continue to 30th June. Pupils will be expected to attend school up until they have sat their last exam.
Please check dates of the formal exams before you book family holidays.
Should any parent have a query or concern, you are more than welcome to attend the next Head teacher’s surgery
which will take place on Wednesday 8th March 3-5pm. Should you want to book an appointment, please contact my
PA Helen Adshead on 0161 876 1850.
Yours sincerely

Nicola Doward
Head teacher

