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A Message from

Mrs Doward & Mr Singh
Dear Student
We look forward to meeting you all on the 9th February between 5.00pm - 7.00pm at the KS4
Options Evening, where you will have the chance to talk to all teachers and have a look at the
curriculum content for each subject. There are a lot of issues and new ideas to bear in mind when
planning your options for next year, so it is vitally important you and your parents/careers attend
this event.
This is an exciting time for you in your education as it is the first time you have the opportunity to
choose those subjects that interest you and that will help you on your career pathway. We have
designed the options to give you a good range of subjects to choose from and that will allow you
to have a broad, balanced and exciting curriculum experience.

Core Subjects
In Year 10 and 11 all students will automatically take this set of core and compulsory subjects:
•
•
•
•
•
•

English Language GCSE and English Literature GCSE
Maths GCSE
Science Combined (worth 2 GCSEs)
PE lessons
PSHE (Everything Else)
Financial Capability

Option Pathways
At KS4 we have introduced 5 Pathways to support your success in your GCSEs:
Green Pathway Ebacc
An academic GCSE route including the English Baccalaureate
Purple Pathway
An academic GCSE route where the English Baccalaureate is optional
Orange Pathway
Combined Academic GCSEs with a limited number of Vocational Courses
Red Pathway Science
An academic GCSE route that includes 3 separate sciences
Blue Pathway Aspire
An academic route that allows an extra option subject to be taken

All students will be guided towards the pathway that is most suitable to their learning style. All
pathways are designed to enable students to achieve 9 or more GCSE or equivalent qualifications.
A few students may benefit from taking fewer GCSEs and supplementing the curriculum with more
vocationally based courses. Guidance will be given where this route is seen as more appropriate
for individual students.
The staff at Stretford High School want you to achieve the best standards and are prepared to
work hard with and for you, offering guidance and support. Therefore, to succeed it is vitally
important that you attend school regularly, keep up to date with work and complete homework
assignments on time.

In order to make these important decisions, consider the following:
Good reasons to pick a subject
 I enjoy the subject
 I am good at it
 It is relevant to the degree or
career that interests me
 I am not sure what I want to do in
the future but this subject will help
keep my options open
 It is a subject I would like to get
better at
 I am ready for a challenge

Poor reasons to pick a subject
 I like the teacher (They might not
be your teacher for GCSE. You are
more likely to be successful if you
have a positive relationship with
all of your teachers)
 My friends are doing it
 I think it will be an easy subject
 I don’t know what I want to do in
the future, so will pick anything

TIME: allocate enough time to research and talk about the subjects that interest you
TAKE NOTES: make notes at the option evening or read useful information, this will help you to
remember any important points when making a decision
PLAN: knowing what degree/career path you are interested in will help you pick your option
subjects
The next two years are most important but can also be fulfilling and enjoyable. Start with
enthusiasm and determination, and maintain this throughout the year. I wish you every success in
this next exciting stage of your school career.

How to use this booklet
Read the
Booklet

Be
Prepared

Discuss your
ideas with
parents and
staff

Fill in the
option form

Option
Process

Consider the different Pathways on offer
You will study compulsory core subjects of English, Maths,
Science, PE, Financial Capability and PSHE
You can choose up to 4 option subjects as well as the core,
depending on which pathway you choose to follow
Think about your strengths and your career path

Read your latest report to see how well you are doing in subjects
you are interested in
Research which subjects you need to study for the career area
you are interested in
Make use of the Curriculum Options Evening on Thursday 9th
February
Come with your parent to the 1:1 curriculum meeting on 9th
March

Talk to your form tutor, they know you and can support you
Talk to Mr P Vourliotis, he is our school career advisor
Talk to Mrs Kidd, she will help you with option pathways
Discuss your options with your parents/careers
Talk to your heads of year, Mr Singh and Miss Swanston

Make sure you list your option choices in order of preference
Make sure you and your parent attend your 1:1 option meeting on
9th March
Make sure you and your parent sign the option form and hand it in
when you have your 1:1 meetings

The school will guide to the correct pathway to support your
GCSEs
The school will consider your preferences and may wish to
discuss these with you
We will always try to give you your first preferences wherever
possible

Important Dates
FRIDAY 4TH FEBRUARY

- OPTION BOOKLETS DISTRIBUTED TO STUDENTS

THURSDAY 9TH FEBRUARY

- CURRICULUM OPTIONS EVENING

THURSDAY 9TH MARCH

- ONE TO ONE OPTIONS MEETING WITH PARENTS
STUDENTS

FRIDAY 10TH MARCH

- FINAL DEADLINE FOR COMPLETED FORMS TO BE
HANDED IN TO FORM TUTORS

Finally…
Excellent attendance throughout years 10 and 11 is absolutely vital.
The school will pay all your examination fees on condition that you attend regularly, keep up to
date with work, complete all homework and assignments are ready for marking at the time of
entry.

A POLITE REMINDER THAT, NO HOLIDAYS WILL BE AUTHORISED DURING TERM TIME OVER THE
NEXT TWO YEARS. KEY ASSESSMENTS, MOCK EXAMINATIONS AND COURSEWORK TAKE PLACE
THROUGHOUT THE TWO YEAR COURSE. ANY SIGNIFICANT TIME AWAY FROM SCHOOL IS LIKELY
TO IMPACT ON FINAL GCSE/BTEC GRADES.

GCSE Courses
Your year group will be the first group to undertake the new GCSE specifications for all subjects,
where grades will be awarded from 9-1 with 9 being equivalent to an A**.

END OF COURSE
EXAMINATION
Virtually all examinations will
be taken at the end of year 11
and will consist of one or
more papers.
In a very small number of
subjects, you may be entered
for final exams at the end of
year 10 (e.g. Financial
Capability).
In some subjects, there may
be practical coursework (e.g.
Art) or speaking tests (e.g.
French)
The aim of the examinations
is to encourage all students to
demonstrate the level of
work of which they are
capable. Some examination
papers will contain questions
of increasing difficulty in
order to adequately test even
the most able student.
In other subjects, candidates
are entered for specific
papers (e.g. mathematics)
which are aimed at achieving grades within a range that is suited to their proven ability. This
practice is termed ‘tiering’ by the examination boards.

What the new GCSE courses will look like
The main features of the new GCSEs are:
• A new grading scale of 9 to 1 will be used, with 9 being the top grade. This will allow greater
differentiation between students and will help distinguish the new GCSEs from previous
versions.
• Assessment will be mainly by exam, with other types of assessment used only where they are
needed to test essential skills.
• There will be new, more demanding content, which has been developed by government and the
exam boards.
• Courses will be designed for two years of study - they will no longer be divided into different
modules and students will take all their exams in one period at the end of their course.
• Exams can only be split into ‘foundation tier’ and ‘higher tier’ if one exam paper does not give all
students the opportunity to show their knowledge and abilities.
• Re-sit opportunities will only be available each November in English language and Maths.

Why are GCSEs changing?
The new qualifications will:
1. Provide a stronger foundation for further study and employment, keeping pace with the
demands of universities and employers.
2. Support students in developing the knowledge, skills and values they need for life in modern
Britain.
3. Match the standards of the best education systems in the world.

GCSEs: The main changes
The new GCSEs will:
• Make more demands of students, to help them achieve as much as students in countries with
the best education systems.
• Be taken by the same range of students who take GCSEs currently, across a range of abilities.
• Be awarded in grades from 1 up to 9, with grade 9 being the highest grade.
• Where possible students will be assessed by exam, with other forms of assessment only for
particular subject skills (e.g. in art and design or physical education).
• All exams will be at the end of a two year course of study.
• In most subjects, students will not be grouped in different ability tiers for the purposes of
assessment – only maths, sciences and languages will have different papers for different groups
of students.

Vocational Courses
Vocational qualifications/technical awards are suitable for a wide range of learners. They
encourage and recognise achievement in learners, who will benefit from studying courses linked
generally or specifically to occupational areas (e.g. Engineering, Dance and iMedia)
Each vocational course is made up of a number of units. Each unit is graded a ‘pass’, ‘merit’ or
‘distinction’, according to how well the learner has performed against a set of criteria. Learners
must achieve at least a ‘pass’ in ALL the units to achieve the qualification which is equivalent to a
GCSE grade. Assessments will take place throughout the course and make up part of the final
grade, with an examination at the end which will account for up to 40% of the final grade.
Vocational/technical courses provide students with the opportunity to develop a wide range of
skills for progression into either Further Education or the workplace. Course are based in a
vocational context and although many skills are subject-related, others are general work-related
skills including communication and working as part of a team.
This type of qualification is widely acknowledged and recognised by local colleges and the main
employers in the industry sectors.

Option Pathway subject choices
Green Pathway Ebacc
An academic GCSE route including the English Baccalaureate
BUCKET 1

BUCKET 2

BUCKET 3

English Lit/Lang

Double Science

English Lit/Lang

Maths

French/Spanish or Urdu

Any other 1 option subjects

Geography or History

Purple Pathway
An academic GCSE route where the English Baccalaureate is optional
BUCKET 1

BUCKET 2

BUCKET 3

English Lit/Lang

Double Science

English Lit/Lang

Maths

French/Spanish/ Urdu
History or Geography

Any other 2 option subjects

Orange Pathway

Combined Academic GCSEs with a limited number of Vocational Courses
BUCKET 1

BUCKET 2

BUCKET 3

English Lit/Lang

Double Science

English Lit/Lang

Maths

Any other 2 option subjects/
Vocational Course

Red Pathway Science
An academic GCSE route that includes 3 separate sciences
BUCKET 1

BUCKET 2

BUCKET 3

English Lit/Lang

Triple science

English Lit/Lang

Maths

Any other 2 option subjects

Blue Pathway Aspire
An academic route that allows an extra option subject to be taken
BUCKET 1

BUCKET 2

BUCKET 3

English Lit/Lang

Double science

English Lit/Lang

Maths

French/Spanish/Urdu

Any other 2 option subjects

History or Geography

CORE SUBJECTS

ENGLISH
ALL PUPILS WILL BE ENTERED FOR BOTH ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND ENGLISH LITERATURE AT
GCSE.
Course overview:
ENGLISH LANGUAGE
The English Language course will comprise of two examination papers, each worth 50% of the
overall grade both taken at the end of Year 11.
Both examinations have a reading and writing element and are each 1 hour 45 minutes long.
Paper 1 will ask students questions on one extract taken from an unseen fiction text. Students are
required to answer four questions on the text and complete one creative writing task.
Paper 2 looks at how different writers present a similar topic over time. Students will be presented
with two unseen text extracts. The extracts will be linked by a topic but will have been written in
different time periods and for different genres. Students will be required to answer four questions
on the two texts, including comparing them, as well as completing one transactional writing task.
The English Language GCSE also includes a speaking and listening component which is compulsory
and is assessed, but which is not included as part of the final examination grade. It is awarded as a
separate qualification for students.
Pupils will deliver a presentation on a topic and then discuss the topic in more detail, responding
to questions asked.
ENGLISH LITERATURE
The English Literature course will also comprise of two examination papers, one worth 40% and
one worth 60% of the overall grade, and both taken at the end of Year 11.
Exam Paper 1 (worth 40%) will test pupils’ understanding of a 19th century novel (A Christmas
Carol and a Shakespeare play (Romeo and Juliet) which they will have studied in class. In this exam
students are given an extract from the text they have studied and they must explore how the
author uses language to present a theme or character in the extract and in the text as a whole.
Exam Paper 2 (worth 60%) will test pupils’ ability to analyse a modern novel or play (An Inspector
Calls) and a range of poetry, some seen and some unseen. In class we study an anthology of
poems. In the exam one of the studied poems will be printed in the paper and they must choose
another poem to compare it to from memory, in addition the must compare and analyse two
unseen poems, in addition to an essay question on the modern novel or play.
All English Literature exams are ‘closed book’. This means students have to remember key quotes,
characters and the plot of texts studied as they will not have a copy of the text in the exam.
What can I do next with GCSE English?
Proficiency in English is a key skill that is transferable to all subjects and is essential in the work
place. All jobs require sound English skills. The following careers particularly make use of English:
Proofreading
Journalism
Legal Profession
Broadcasting

Copy Writing
Teaching
Public relations
Interpreting

Publishing
Marketing
Office Administration
Author

MATHEMATICS
Course Overview
The GCSE in Mathematics qualification requires students to:
 Develop knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and concepts,
including: Number, Algebra, Geometry, Measures, Probability and Statistics.
 Use their knowledge and understanding to make connections between mathematical
concepts
 Apply the functional elements of mathematics in everyday and real-life situations
Higher GCSE Maths is graded between 4-9
Foundation GCSE Maths is graded between 1-5
Assessment:
All students will sit the GCSE exam at the end of Year 11.
100% external examination assessment
 Three written papers: each contributes one third of the final grade
 1 hour 30 minutes each
 80 marks on each paper
 Paper 1 is non-calculator, paper 2and 3 are calculator.
This Edexcel qualification in Mathematics encourages students to develop confidence in, and a
positive attitude towards, mathematics and to recognise the importance of mathematics in their
own lives and to society. This qualification prepares students to make informed decisions about
the use of technology, the management of money, further learning opportunities and career
choices
What can I do next with Maths?
Actuarial analyst
Forensic accountant
Secondary school teacher
Aerospace engineer
Corporate investment banker
Meteorologist

Actuary
Operational researcher
Statistician
Business analyst
Insurance underwriter

Data analyst
Research scientist (maths)
Stockbroker
Chartered accountant
Investment analyst

COMBINED SCIENCE
GCSE Combined Science-AQA (2 GCSEs)
Course Overview - 24 Units of Biology, Chemistry and Physics content.
Assessment:





6 x Written exams: 1 hour 15 minutes
Foundation and Higher Tiers available
70 marks per paper
16.7% of GCSE per exam

Biology Paper 1
Biology topics - Cell Biology; Organisation; Infection and response; and Bioenergetics.
Biology Paper 2
Biology topics - Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and evolution and Ecology.
Chemistry Paper 1
Chemistry topics - Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure, and the properties
of matter; Quantitative chemistry; Chemical changes and Energy changes.
Chemistry Paper 2
Chemistry topics - The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis;
Chemistry of the atmosphere and using resources.
Physics Paper 1
Physics topics - Energy, Electricity, Particle model of matter, Atomic structure
Physics Paper 2
Physics Topics – Forces, Waves, Magnetism and electromagnetism
Questions
Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open response.
GCSE Science qualifications are highly valued by employers and are of particular importance for a
wide variety of academic and vocational college courses. To succeed in GCSE Combined Science,
pupils need a positive attitude to learning, along with excellent attendance due to the demands of
external assessment and compulsory practical activities.
What can I do with a GCSE in Combined Science?
Careers in: Chemical engineering, Cosmetic science, Medical laboratory science, Forensic science,
Astronomy, Pharmacology, Physiotherapy, Radiography, Environmental Health,
Meteorology, Teaching, Sports science and lots more.

EVERYTHING ELSE
Course overview:
“Everything Else” is the name that has been given to the schools bespoke life skills programme.
The rationale behind this programme was for us to teach all those topics that everybody thought
school should teach about life after school. The curriculum has been composed by speaking to
other teachers, parents and students. We also engage in analysing current affairs. There are many
news stories that worry or intrigue our students. We use our “Everything Else” time to discuss
those subjects within the safe confines of a classroom so that students can understand and engage
with the modern world.
We have also led many whole school projects and learning experiences for our students. For
example, our discussions about the refugee crisis within “EE” lessons led to us participating in the
“Salford to Calais” initiative (providing practical support for refugees in the “Jungle” at Calais). This
then led to us sending students and teachers to work for a week in the Dunkirk Refugee School in
Northern France. In “EE” we like to not only discuss the modern world but to actively engage in
helping others. These concepts reflect what Stretford High School is ultimately about.
Key concepts:
Year 10 - GCSE Course for Financial Capability (see GCSE Financial Capability).
Year 11
 First Aid course. Every student in the school will follow a First Aid course. First Aid is an
important life skill and we are proud that students are taught to save others (this fits in
with the ethos of our school).
 Relationships unit. Students will have a chance to reflect upon what makes for a good,
successful and healthy relationship with others. They will also be able to identify what they
regard as a bad relationship. Once again, this gives students the opportunity to think about
how they can achieve the happiest possible life once they have left Stretford High School.
Assessment:
Year 10 – See GCSE Financial Capability sheet.
Year 11 – The First Aid certificate is awarded to those students who are able to pass a written and
practical exam.
Minimum requirements:
Students must show empathy and a willingness to challenge their views and opinions. They need
to be curious about the world and to consider what they can do to make the world a better place.
What can I do next with Everything Else?
Hopefully lead a happy life! By understanding how the world works and our place within that
world we stand more chance of fulfilling our potential.

FINANCIAL EDUCATION
Course overview:
The GCSE in Financial Capability is a new and exciting qualification for students. It allows our
students to reflect upon how society is structured and their role within that society. It also
demystifies the financial language and ideas that we all need to know in order to get the most out
of life. From bank accounts to mortgages, from loans to investments, the course enables students
to understand these financial instruments and what the problems and advantages are with each of
them.
Many people have asked for this qualification to exist for some time. Too many young people
don’t understand the ramifications of financial decisions that they make. Many of us learn the
hard way regarding good or bad decisions. This course gives young people the opportunity to learn
about finance before getting into any financial trouble. We are proud that we can offer this
opportunity to our young people.
Key concepts:
Level 2 Certificate in Financial Education (GCSE from the London Institute of Business and Finance)
Unit 1 – Finance, the Individual and Society (FIS). This unit is made up of 11 topics (1. What it
means to be a citizen, 2. Personal finance and the economy, 3. What is money? 4. What is income?
5. Understanding tax, 6. How the economic system works, 7. The economic impact of personal
finance choices, 8. How inflation rates impact on personal finance, 9. Impacts of economic cycles
and demographic changes, 10. Foreign exchange rates and trade. 11. The personal life cycle).
Starting Easter of Year 9 we should have Unit 1 finished by the end of Year 9.
Unit 2 – Practices of Managing Money. This unit is made up of 11 topics (1. Financial planning and
money management. 2. Different plans for different people. 3. Planning for now and the future. 4.
Budgeting. 5. What can affect a budget? 6. Personal budgets and spending choices. 7. Using tools
to manage money. 8. Pay and tax. 9. The real cost of spending. 10. Borrowing products. 11. The
implications of borrowing.)
Starting September of Year 10 we should have Unit 2 finished by Christmas Year 10.
Unit 3 – Financial Capability, Work and Enterprise. This unit is made up of 7 topics (1. Introduction.
2. Enterprise and entrepreneurs. 3. Business banking and budgeting. 4. How fraud, theft and
taxation affect business. 5. People and business. 6. How businesses affect society. 7. How people’s
economic choices affect society.)
Starting January of Year 10 we should have Unit 3 finished by June of Year 10.
Assessment:
Online resources and tests are studied throughout the course. There is an exam at the end of each
unit.
Minimum requirements:
Students must be able to research and to have a curiosity about how the world works.
What can I do next with Financial Education?
A GCSE in Financial Education is a useful life skill to have. It can also actively help your
advancement if you seek a career in finance, banking, business or accountancy.

OPTION SUBJECTS

ART, CRAFT AND DESIGN
Course overview:
During this course you will explore and study a range of themes and briefs. Research work will
consist of developing your knowledge and understanding of artists, designers, cultures and
craftspeople from across the world and different times. A love of drawing is essential and you will
be required to complete work using a range of media, processes and techniques. Observational
drawing is a course requirement, but other mediums such as photography, printmaking, textiles,
3D construction, painting and card relief are incorporated into the course. Following this you will
develop your own designs in response to your research work and create a final piece that is
personal to you.
Writing is a course requirement and takes form in annotations (notes) in sketchbooks, explanation
of design ideas and evaluating your final pieces. These can be handwritten or word processed.
Trips to places of local interest and galleries are offered as part of the course and are fantastic
opportunities to enrich and develop your skills. Many are often with little or no cost.
A GCSE in Art, Craft and Design allows you to be creative and imaginative. Most of all it is fun and
will allow you to grow personally over the two year period. You will need to be committed and
determined. Attendance to Art Club after school may be required when specialist equipment and
resources are needed.
Assessment:
Component 1: Coursework 60% of final grade. This will consist of two projects, one larger and one
smaller. Both projects are marked together as one ‘portfolio’ of work.
Component 2: Externally set assignment 40% of final grade. This will consist of one project. The
exam process is the same as the coursework process. You will be given a choice of themes, choose
one and complete a project based on this theme. The exam is practical where you will make your
final piece. There is no written exam. You are allowed 10 hours to make your final piece. The 10
hours are over a number of days or weeks and is broken down into manageable chunks. You will
be required to have all research, design ideas and preparation for the exam complete before you
sit your first session. After the first session you will not be allowed to add to this work.
What can I do with Art?
GCSE Art, Craft and Design is required to complete most creative courses at college. Careers such
as; fashion designer, jewellery designer, architect, graphic designer, animation, web/game
designer, Art therapist, advertising, photographer and stage make-up artist/ designer all require a
GCSE in Art, Craft and Design.

GCSE PHOTOGRAPHY
Course overview:
In this 2-year course, you will learn how to use a digital camera and other lens-based media and
computer software to complete a series of creative projects. The course will involve researching
the different genres of photography from documentary/photo-journalism to commercial and fine
art photography. The main emphasis will be on experimentation and development of ideas
towards personal outcomes that shows a strong visual and conceptual understanding. You will
develop an e-portfolio (website) that will be used as the platform for documenting your
preparatory studies/developmental work. There will be a number of trips throughout the course
and you will be expected to independently go out and take photographs and visit
exhibitions/galleries to further your understanding of the subject.
Key concepts:
Candidates should produce practical and critical/contextual work in one or more area(s) including
theme-based photography (portrait, landscape, still-life, reportage), documentary photography,
photo-journalism, narrative photography, experimental imagery, photographic installation, new
media practice, video, television and film.
Assessment:
Towards the end of the course, with the help of your teacher, you will put together a portfolio of
your work, selected from everything you have done in GCSE Photography. This is worth 60% of
your final mark. You will also complete another unit of work which is set by AQA ‘the externally set
task’. You will be given lots of planning time for this and then 10 hours to complete your final
piece of work (40%).
There is no written examination in this subject.
Minimum requirements:
Students must show good communication and teamwork skills. Students must show a keen
interest in research and analysis, which means being able to collect and look for patterns in data.
What could I do next with GCSE Photography?
Careers include Graphic Designer, Magazine features Editor, Medical Illustrator, Photographer,
Press Photographer, Television Camera Operator, Advertising, Art Director, Digital Marketer,
Film/video Editor, Media Planner, Web Designer and Visual Merchandiser.

TEXTILES
Course overview:
What is GCSE Textiles Art - Full Course?
This is an Art & Design Course which allows you to work specifically in different area of textiles
such as costume design, constructed textiles, printed and dyed textiles, surface pattern, stitched
and/or embellished textiles, soft furnishings and/or textiles for interiors. Trips to places of local
interest and galleries are offered as part of the course and are fantastic opportunities to enrich
and develop your skills. Many are often with little or no cost.
Textile art is about being creative and flexible in approach, so it is important that you can work
independently, making creative decisions about how your work will develop. This course is about
exploring, experimenting, developing your drawing and analytical skills and can also equip you
with basic life skills such as sewing.
Skills:
To be a hard-working, motivated and resilient (being prepared to work consistently and to the
best of your ability, even to overcome potential barriers to progress)
It is essential to be able to draw confidently and skilfully from direct observation and secondarysource material (e.g. photographs) as drawing underpins all work as a core activity and starting
point. Writing is also a requirement as annotation of thoughts, ideas and evaluation of work.
Abilities:
To be prepared to work co-operatively with your teacher to develop a given unit of work over an
extended period of time (depth of study)
To be well-organised, well-motivated and have a real interest, enthusiasm and commitment for
textiles.
Assessment:
Component 1: Coursework 60% of final grade. This will consist of two projects, one larger and one
smaller. Both projects are marked together as one ‘portfolio’ of work.
Component 2: Externally set assignment 40% of final grade. This will consist of one project. The
exam process is the same as the coursework process. You will be given a choice of themes, choose
one and complete a project based on this theme. The exam is practical where you will make your
final piece. There is no written exam. You are allowed 10 hours to make your final piece. The 10
hours are split over a number of days or weeks and is broken down into manageable chunks. You
will be required to have all research, design ideas and preparation for the exam complete before
you sit your first session. After the first session you will not be allowed to add to this work.
What can I do with Textiles?
This course is suited to those students who are interested in further and higher educational
opportunities and training leading to employment in the Creative Industries. Potential employers
are not just looking for practical skills, but highly value creative thinkers (ideas people!), cooperative team workers, imaginative problem-solvers, and expect resilience and commitment.
Fashion designer, costume designer, textile artist, fashion buyer, interior designer and many other
careers in the fashion and textile industry.

BTEC DANCE
Course overview:
This course gives learners the opportunity to explore the Performing Arts sector through a
combination of practical experience and written assignments, these vocational qualifications
provide learners with the knowledge, skills and understanding needed for a career in the sector.
Key concepts:
The course is split into 3 sections, which follow the BTEC specification.
Unit 1: Individual Showcase - audition pieces and letter of application based on the theme
‘Portent’. Students will accumulate their skills to prepare performances in relation to a specific
starting point. They will demonstrate their relevant skills and knowledge.
Unit 2: Preparation, Performance & Production
School Dance Show May 2017- ‘Throwback’
In this unit students will learn how to develop a performance piece as a member of a fictional
performance company. They will take on a specific performing or production role and will prepare
for and produce, a performance by carrying out tasks that are appropriate to their role. They will
also create a portfolio/choreographic log of research, ideas and explorations.
Unit 4: Dance Skills
Students are required to learn the skills that enhance a performance. They will go into detail and
look at both physical and interpretive skills. This scheme is all about developing their versatility as
a dancer.
Assessment:
2 Units will be internally and externally assessed
1 Unit is completely externally assessed
All assessments are based on theory and practical work
Minimum requirements: Students must show an interest in Dance and be willing and confident to
perform.
What can I do next with BTEC DANCE?
Performing arts graduates combine creative talent with practical aspects of self-promotion and
arts management. This mix of disciplines is a good preparation for the world of artistic
performance.
Job options
Jobs directly related include:
● Actor
● Community arts worker
● Dancer
● Drama therapist
● Dance movement therapist
● Music therapist
● Theatre director

Jobs where your GCSE would be useful
include:
● Arts administrator
● Broadcast presenter
● Further education teacher
● Higher education lecturer
● Secondary school teacher
● Theatre stage manager

GCSE DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
Course overview:
GCSE Design &Technology will prepare you to participate confidently and successfully in an
increasingly technological world. You will gain awareness and learn from wider influences on
Design &Technology including historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic factors. You
will get the opportunity to work creatively when designing and making and apply technical and
practical expertise. This allows you to study core technical and designing and making principles,
including a broad range of design processes, materials techniques and equipment.
You will learn:
 Sketching and modelling techniques, including 2D and 3D design. (CAD and Sketch Up)


Manufacturing and production techniques including casting, heat forming, metal casting,
using the Laser Cutter, electronics, manufacturing processes used to prepare, cut, shape
and assemble products.



Designers and design eras, as well as gaining a wide understanding of design evolution,
cultures, faiths and trends in design.



The iterative design process, ranging from being assigned a design brief, researching and
analysing existing products, to developing ideas and creating final pieces.



Core technical information such as applied maths, measuring, material properties and new
and emerging technologies.

Assessment:
50% Non-Examined Assessment- A practical and theoretical piece of coursework in which
student’s design and make their own product.
50% Theory examination (2 Hours)- showing your understanding of materials, processes,
equipment, industry and designing and making process.
What can I do with Design Technology?
Construction
Clothing/textile technologist
Exhibition designer
Industrial/product designer

Manufacturing
Colour technologist
Furniture designer
Interior and spatial designer

BTEC ENGINEERING
BTEC Engineering Edexcel
Course Overview:
The course is in 3 parts:
Unit 1: The Engineering world. 25% OF THE QUALIFICATION WRITTEN EXAMINATION
 A know about engineering processes used to produce modern engineered products
 B know about developments in engineering materials and technologies
 C understand how engineering contributes to a sustainable future.
Unit 2: Investigating an Engineering Product. 25% OF THE QUALIFICATION
 A understand the performance requirements of an engineered product
 B understand the selection of specific materials for use in the components that make up an
engineered product
 C understand the selection and use of manufacturing processes in an engineered product.
 D understand the quality issues related to an engineered product
Unit 3: Electronic Circuit Design and Construction. 50% OF THE QUALIFICATION.
 A know about electronic systems design.
 B design and construct electronic circuits using electronic building blocks.
 C know how to populate circuit boards permanently and construct electronic circuits
safely.
 D test and evaluate electronic circuits.
A great engineer:
1. Enjoys Mathematics and Physics.
2. Enjoys examining things and thinking of ways to help things work better.
3. Pays meticulous attention to detail.
4. Has excellent communication skills.
5. Is inspired by changes in technology
6. Is creative with new and innovative ways to develop systems and make existing things
work more efficiently.
7. Shows an ability to think logically.
8. Has good problem solving skills.
WHAT COULD I DO NEXT WITH BTEC ENGINEERING?
Aerospace engineer
Automotive engineer
Contracting civil engineer
Control and instrumentation engineer
Maintenance engineer
Mechanical engineer
Nuclear Engineer

GCSE BUSINESS STUDIES
Course overview:
GCSE Business (9–1) is an up-to-date and engaging qualification that is relevant to the world of
business today. This qualification equips learners with the skills and confidence to explore how
different business situations affect business decisions.
The qualification will encourage learners to make informed choices about a wide range of further
learning opportunities and career pathways as well as develop life skills that enable them to
become financially and commercially aware.
Key concepts:
Students will study 2 Units:
Business 01: Business Activity, Marketing and People
Business 02: Operations, Finance and Influences on Business.






know and understand business concepts, business terminology, business objectives, the
integrated nature of business activity and the impact of business on individuals and wider
society
apply knowledge and understanding to contemporary business issues and to different
types and sizes of businesses in local, national and global contexts
develop as enterprising individuals with the ability to think commercially and creatively to
demonstrate business acumen, and draw on evidence to make informed business decisions
and solve business problems
develop as effective and independent students, and as critical and reflective thinkers with
enquiring minds and use an enquiring, critical approach to make informed judgements
investigate and analyse real business opportunities and issues to construct well-argued,
well-evidenced, balanced and structured arguments

Assessment:
100% Exam in the form of 2 exams:
 Business 01: Business Activity, Marketing & People [80 marks 1 hour 30]
 Business 02: Operations, Finance & Influences on Business [80 marks 1 hour 30]
Minimum requirements:
An interest in business and entrepreneurial skills and an eagerness to learn about connections
between theory and practice so that learners are able to apply their understanding of business to
real organisations.
What can I do next with GCSE Business Studies?
Careers include both public and private sector employment opportunities in areas such as;
marketing, IT, human resource management, planning and accountancy, and general
administrative/managerial trainee posts in both the public sector and with large companies.

GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE (COMPUTING)
Course overview:
OCR’s GCSE (9–1) specification in Computer Science builds on the knowledge, understanding and
skills established through the Computing elements of Key Stage 3. It encourages learners to be
inspired, and challenged through completing a coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of
study. The specification will help learners to gain an insight into related sectors. It will prepare
learners to make informed decisions about further learning opportunities and career choices.
This is an engaging, contemporary course with an emphasis on giving an in-depth understanding of
how computer technology works and a look at what goes on “behind the scenes”. Students will
write their own code and “create” programmes rather than just “consuming” software written by
others.
Key concepts:
Unit 1: Computer systems (Systems Architecture, Memory, Storage, Wired and wireless networks,
Network topologies, protocols and layers, System security, System software, Ethical, legal, cultural
and environmental concerns).
Unit 2: Computational thinking, algorithms and programming (Algorithms, Programming
techniques, Producing robust programs, Computational logic, Translators and facilities of
languages, Data representation).
Unit 3: Programming Project (Programming techniques, Analysis, Design, Development, Testing
and evaluation and conclusions).
Assessment:
There are two 1 hr 30 min exams at the end of Year 11, for Unit 1 and the second for Unit 2. Each
is worth 40% of the overall GCSE mark. At the beginning of Year 11, students are asked to
undertake a Non Examined Assessment which will take 20 hours to complete. This is worth the
remaining 20% of the overall GCSE mark.
Minimum requirements:
Students must show a good level of logical thinking, ability to solve problems and evaluative
abilities which combine analysis, research and communication skills.
What can I do next with GCSE Computer Science?
There is enormous local and national demand for professionals who are qualified in this subject. If
students want to go on to higher study in the field of Computer Science, Engineering, Science or
Technology, then they will find that this course provides a superb stepping stone.
Students who have taken a Computer Science GCSE and who then progress to study the subject at
A Level or university will have an excellent underpinning knowledge of this subject area. The GCSE
prepares you for life and work and provides an excellent foundation for any further courses,
including those specific to the use of computers. A good pass at GCSE allows you to progress onto
Advanced level courses.

CREATIVE iMEDIA
Course overview:
The Cambridge Nationals in Creative iMedia lets learners gain knowledge in a number of key areas
in the media field, from pre-production skills to digital animation, and offers a hands-on approach
to learning.
The options available offer the chance for students to explore areas of creative media that interest
them. The Cambridge Nationals in Creative iMedia will also provide opportunities to develop
useful transferable skills such as research, planning, and review, working with others and
communicating creative concepts effectively.
Pre-Production Skills:
This unit will enable students to understand pre-production skills and techniques used in the
sector, as well as gain the knowledge and skills to create digital media products and explore their
application. It will also develop their understanding of the client brief, time frames, deadlines and
preparation techniques that form part of the planning and creation process.
Creating Digital Graphics:
Digital graphics feature in many areas of our lives, and play a very important part in today’s world.
The digital media sector relies heavily on these visual stimulants within products to communicate
messages effectively.
The aim of this unit is for students to understand the basics of digital graphics editing for the
creative and digital media sector.
Plus 2 units which could include: Storytelling with a comic strip, Creating a multipage website,
Creating a digital animation, Creating a digital video sequence, Digital photography, Designing a
game concept, Developing digital games
Assessment:
Cambridge Nationals are graded Pass, Merit and Distinction at Level 1 or Level 2
Pre-Production Skills: Exam (25%) – 1 hr 15 minutes
3 units (75%): Coursework
Cambridge Nationals are graded Pass, Merit and Distinction at Level 1 or Level 2
Minimum requirements:
This course is ideal for those students who particular enjoy elements of Computing/IT; the course
focuses on multimedia design. Students need to be enthusiastic about all aspects of computer use
and are keen to develop a range of new software skills.
What can I do next with GCSE Business Studies?
Graphic design
Web design
Television production
Photography
Game design
Animation

GCSE DRAMA
Course Overview:
GCSE Drama is now split into 3 components, allowing students to access a wide variety of different
dramatic forms and to develop a broad range of skills.
Assessment:
COMPONENT 1: Devising (worth 40% of qualification)
Devising is an exciting and challenging opportunity for students to work collaboratively with others
to explore a range of stimuli in order to create an original performance piece.
Students will be required to:



Create a devised performance from a variety of stimulus which is marked by their teacher.
Complete a portfolio covering the creating and developing process and analysis and
evaluation of this process.

COMPONANT 2: Performance from Text (worth 20% of the qualification)
This component deals with developing knowledge, understanding and skills in exploring and
performing from a performance text.
Students will be required to:


Students will interpret this text and rehearse and refine two key extracts, resulting in a
final performance. These performances will be marked by an external examiner.

COMPONANT 3: Theatre Makers in Practice (worth 40% of the qualification)
In this component, students will study the work of playwrights and will look and the theatrical
choices that are made for a live performance in order to communicate ideas to an audience.
This component comprises of two sections of a written exam.




Section A: This section consists of one question broken into six parts (short and extended
responses) based on an unseen extract from the chosen performance text that will have
been studied in lesson.
Section B: This section consists of two questions requiring students to analyse and evaluate
a live theatre performance they have seen.

What could I do with GCSE Drama?
A GCSE in Drama opens up pathways to a wide variety of careers as you are learning key
transferable skills that are highly sought after by an employer. Some examples of career that are
directly linked to Drama:
Acting, Teaching, Stage manager, drama Therapist, Film Maker, Writer, Public Relations, Radio
Presenter, Theatre Director, TV Producer
IMPORTANT: If you choose Drama for GCSE you WILL be required to perform in front of an
audience with CONFIDENCE. Please consider this when making your choice - For more
information please see your Drama teacher.

FRENCH
Course Overview:
Studying French at GCSE adds an international dimension to your choice of GCSE subjects, which is
something many future employers and universities look for.
As well as being a great option if you would like to work abroad, language training also develops
many skills which are useful in a range of future careers, such as the ability to communicate
clearly, being confident speaking in public, and using problem-solving strategies.
French is one of the world's major international languages: it is spoken by over 200 million people
in 43 countries, on five continents!
Contemporary France and French-speaking countries are brought into the classroom with up-todate material from magazines and newspapers as well as songs and films, both documentary and
artistic
Course Content
Students learn about the following themes and topics:
•
Family and friends
•
Free-time activities
•
Technology
•
Home town and local neighbourhood
•
Customs and festivals in French-speaking countries
•
Life at school and future career plans
Assessment:
The four skills of listening (25%), reading (25%), writing (25%) and speaking (25%) are all assessed
by examination at the end of Year 11.
The speaking exam will be taken with your teacher, but is assessed externally by examiners.
Minimum requirements:
Students should have shown a keen interest in French at KS3 and be comfortable working in two
or three tenses, using classroom resources independently.
What can I do next with GCSE French?
Teacher
Interpreter
Tour Guide
Reporter
Engineering

Translator
Travel and Tourism
Construction
Hospitality
Creative and Media

GCSE GEOGRAPHY
Course overview:
An exciting and relevant course studies geography in a balanced framework of physical and human
themes and investigates the link between them. You will travel the world from the comfort of your
classroom, exploring case studies in the United Kingdom (UK), higher income countries (HICs),
newly emerging economies (NEEs) and lower income countries (LICs).
Topics of study include climate change, poverty, deprivation, global shifts in economic power and
the challenge of sustainable resource use. You will be encouraged to understand your role in
society, by considering different viewpoints, values and attitudes.
Key concepts:
Living with the physical environment
Section A: The challenge of natural hazards
Section B: The living world
Section C: Physical landscapes in the UK
Challenges in the human environment
Section A: Urban issues and challenges
Section B: The changing economic world
Section C: The challenge of resource management
Geographical applications
Section A: Issue evaluation
Section B: Fieldwork
Geographical skills
Geographical skills
Assessment:
The course is linear with three 90 minutes exams at the end of Year 11.
Minimum requirements:
Students must show good communication and teamwork skills. Students must show a keen
interest in research and analysis, which means being able to collect and look for patterns in data.
What can I do next with GCSE Geography?
Careers include aviation, archaeology, architecture, town planning, civil engineering, forestry,
surveying, Police and retail.

GCSE HISTORY
Course overview:
We believe in the importance of learning from history. That's why our course enables students to
study different aspects of the past, so they can engage with key issues such as conflict, understand
what drives change and how the past influences the present.
We’ve created some exciting new topics for today’s world that will resonate with students, helping
them gain new insights into the world around them. To give you the choice and flexibility to learn
about the events that really interest you, we’ve included the most popular and well-established
topics. Building on the skills and topics at Key Stage 3, our GCSE will equip you with essential skills
and prepare you for further study.
Key concepts:
Paper 1 - Thematic study and historic environment: Crime and punishment in Britain, c1000–
present and Whitechapel, c1870–c1900: crime, policing and the inner city.
Paper 2 - period study and British Depth Study: Early Elizabethan England, 1558–88. and
Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941–91 or Conflict in the Middle East, 1945–95.
Paper 3 - Modern Depth Study: Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-39
Assessment:
The course is linear with three written papers with varying duration from one hour 15 minutes to
one hour and 45 minutes at the end of Year 11.
Minimum requirements:
Students must show a good level of critical thinking abilities which combine analysis, research,
essay writing and communication skills.
What can I do next with GCSE History?
Careers include lawyer, journalist, media, teacher, management, researcher, civil service, politician
and curator.

GCSE FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION
WJEC EDUQAS GCSE FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION
Course outline:
The WJEC Eduqas GCSE in Food Preparation and Nutrition equips learners with the knowledge,
understanding and skills required to cook and apply the principles of food science, nutrition and
healthy eating. It encourages learners to cook, enables them to make informed decisions about
food and nutrition and allows them to acquire knowledge in order to be able to feed themselves
and others affordably and nutritiously, now and later in life.
By studying food preparation and nutrition learners will:
 be able to demonstrate effective and safe cooking skills by planning, preparing and
cooking a variety of food commodities whilst using different cooking techniques and
equipment
 develop knowledge and understanding of the functional properties and chemical
characteristics of food as well as a sound knowledge of the nutritional content of food
and drinks
 understand the relationship between diet, nutrition and health, including the
physiological and psychological effects of poor diet and health
 understand the economic, environmental, ethical and socio-cultural influences on food
availability, production processes, diet and health choices
 demonstrate knowledge and understanding of functional and nutritional properties,
sensory qualities and microbiological food safety considerations when preparing,
processing, storing, cooking and serving food
 understand and explore a range of ingredients and processes from different culinary
traditions (traditional British and international) to inspire new ideas or modify existing
recipes.
Assessment:
50% Non-Examined Assessment- A practical and theoretical piece of coursework in which
student’s research and plan their own dishes.
50% Theory examination (2 Hours)- showing your understanding of food commodities, healthy
eating and nutrition.

What can I do with Food preparation and Nutrition?
Food technologist
Product/process development scientist
Regulatory affairs officer
Technical brewer

Nutritional therapist
Quality manager
Scientific laboratory technician

GCSE MUSIC
Course overview:
The GCSE Music course is made up from three areas of musical study: PERFORMING, COMPOSING
and APPRAISING. Within these areas you will learn about Musical Forms and Devices, Film Music
and Popular Music. All students studying GCSE Music receive free instrumental tuition as a part of
their course.
Assessment:
PERFORMING (30%) For performing you will learn to play a musical instrument (or vocals). You
will learn your instrument/ vocals with a specialist instrumental teacher in a 30 minute one-to-one
weekly lesson. This part of the course is assessed through recordings of you playing one solo piece
and one group piece. This work is classed as a piece of coursework and is marked by your teacher
and moderated by the exam board.
COMPOSING (30%) For composing you will learn how to create your own music. The course
requires you to compose two pieces of original music. One piece is your own choice, where you
can compose in any style. You will compose the second piece in response to a stimulus given by
the exam board. Your compositions are classed as pieces of coursework and are marked by your
teacher and moderated by the exam board.
APPRAISING (40%) Appraising is assessed through a written exam at the end of year 11 that lasts
for 1 hour 15 minutes. In the exam you will listen to pieces of music from all genres to identify
and describe the features you can hear. You will also have heard two of the pieces before you go
into the exam, as they are 'prepared' questions that you will study in your music lessons.
Why study GCSE Music?
Beyond the enjoyment of playing, creating and listening to music, the course enables students to
develop highly-valued skills in self-management, teamwork, problem solving and communication.
The course also compliments traditional academic subjects by developing your creativity and
performing abilities.
What can I do next with GCSE Music?
Music develops a diverse range of both academic and practical skills that can apply to many
careers. Below are some of the most directly related:
Musician – performer
Theatre director
Composer
Conductor
Music promoter
Theatre director

Broadcasting
Music therapy
Arts administration
Entertainment
Arts administration

GCSE PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Course overview:
If you love playing sports, have bundles of energy and enjoying learning about movement, then
studying PE at GCSE is the course for you. You'll learn a lot about health, well-being and the
human body. You'll gain many valuable skills from studying Physical Education that will help you in
other GCSE subjects as well as your future career.
Many aspects of PE involves working in teams towards a common goal. Through playing team
sports and problem solving with others, you'll develop clear communication skills that will help
you in the workplace. Every employer looks for candidates who are able to communicate well
verbally and in writing. Physical Education is a very social subject and can involve a lot of group
work. You'll learn how communicate and socialise with people in an effective way. When you start
working, you'll encounter people from a range of different backgrounds, each with different
personalities. Studying PE will help you learn how to best communicate with people in a team in
order to produce the best results.
At GCSE, PE involves analysing your own and others' performance while looking for ways it could
be improved. This is a particularly useful skill to have in your career as you'll often have to critique
your own work and identify areas for improvement. If you work in management, you'll also benefit
from the soft skills that PE teaches and will learn how to deliver messages clearly and effectively.
As a PE student, you'll also benefit from being physically fit. Not only will this help you in the
physical side of the subject itself, but it'll also improve your general well-being. Doing regular
exercise is proven to relieve stress and promote good mental health.
Assessment:
Assessment: Two Papers which are 1hr 15 minutes each, this is worth 60%.
● Paper 1: The human body and movement in physical activity and sport - 30%
● Paper 2: Socio-cultural influences and well-being in physical activity and sport - 30%
Non Assessment: Practical Performance in Physical Activity and Sport, this is worth 40%.
● Practical performance in three different physical activities in the role of player/performer
(one in a team, one in an individual activity and a third in either a team or an individual
activity).
● Analysis and evaluation of performance to bring about improvement in one activity.
Minimum requirements:
Students must show commitment to the course. They need to be dedicated and be prepared to
experience new sports which may take them out of their comfort zone in order to achieve the best
possible grades. Students must show a keen interest in researching the human body and how it
helps the body work in physical activities and sports.
What can I do next with GCSE Physical Education?
Physical Education lends itself to a range of careers in sports and fitness as well as other industries
that you may not have considered before. For example, did you know that many nutritionists,
physical therapists and chiropractors have a degree in PE? Some careers that you could consider
doing with PE include: Sports science, PE Teacher, Physiotherapist, Professional sportsperson,
Sports coach/consultant, Sports policy at local and national level, diet and fitness instructor,
Personal Trainer.

GCSE PSYCHOLOGY
Course overview:
The new Psychology course is designed to inspire and engage learners by providing a broad,
coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study which develops an understanding of the ideas
and values that characterise ‘self’ and others. Learners will be equipped with a psychological
literacy that enables them to apply their knowledge and skills in their everyday lives, including
making informed decisions about further study and career choices.
An exciting course which facilitates critical thinking through the exploration of key psychological
theories developed over the last 150 years.
Key concepts:
Studies and applications in psychology 1:
Criminal Psychology
Development
Psychological Problems
Research Methods
Studies and applications in psychology 2:
Social Influence
Memory
Sleep and Dreaming
Research Methods
Assessment:
The course is linear with two 1 hour 30 minutes exams at the end of Year 11.
Minimum requirements:
Students must show a good level of evaluative abilities which combine analysis, research, essay
writing and communication skills.
What can I do next with GCSE Psychology?
Careers include medicine, pharmacy, optometry, dentistry, psychiatry, teacher, forensic science,
clinical psychologist and lawyer.

GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES
Course overview:
Our GCSE covers a range of the major world religions, six contemporary ethical themes and two
textual studies, ensuring you and your students have a diverse choice of intriguing subjects to
explore.
You will be challenged with questions about belief, values, meaning, purpose and truth, enabling
you to develop your own attitude towards religious issues.
You will also gain an appreciation of how religion, philosophy and ethics form the basis of our
culture. You will develop analytical and critical thinking skills, the ability to work with abstract
ideas, leadership and research skills.
Key concepts
Unit 1: Beliefs, teachings and practices of Christianity and Islam:
Key beliefs
Prophets
Practices
Worship and festivals
The role of the religious buildings in the local and worldwide community

Unit 2: Thematic studies:
Religion and life: The origins and value of the universe
The origins and value of human life
Peace and conflict: Religion, violence, terrorism and war
Religion and belief in 21st century conflict
Assessment:
The course is linear with two 1 hour 45 minutes exams at the end of Year 11.
Minimum requirements:
Students must show good communication and empathy skills. Students must show a keen interest
in reading and discussions, which means being able to develop opinions with evidence.
What can I do next with GCSE Religious studies?
Careers include teaching, advice worker, archivist, charity officer, civil service, community
development officer, editorial assistant, newspaper journalist, social worker, and youth worker.
Charity officer

SPANISH
AQA GCSE Full Course Spanish
Course overview:
Studying Spanish at GCSE adds an international dimension to your choice of GCSE subjects, which
is something many future employers and universities look for.
As well as being a great option if you would like to work abroad, language training also develops
many skills which are useful in a range of future careers, such as the ability to communicate
clearly, being confident speaking in public, and using problem-solving strategies.
Spanish is the third most commonly spoken language in the world and is the official language in
more than twenty countries!
So, whether you’d like to trek around South America in your gap year, work for the European
Union, or simply order food while soaking up the sun in Barcelona, Spanish is the language for
you!
Course Content:
Students following the Spanish GCSE course learn about the following themes and topics:
•
Travel and Tourism, including customs and festivals
•
Education and future career plans
•
Family
•
Technology
•
Hobbies and interests
•
Home town and local neighbourhood
Assessment:
The four skills of listening (25%), reading (25%), writing (25%) and speaking (25%) are all assessed
by examination at the end of Year 11.
The speaking exam will be taken with your teacher, but is assessed externally by examiners.
Minimum requirements:
Students should have shown a keen interest in Spanish at KS3 and be comfortable working in two
or three tenses, using classroom resources independently.
What can I do next with GCSE Spanish?
Teacher
Interpreter
Tour Guide
Reporter
Engineering

Translator
Travel and Tourism
Construction
Hospitality
Creative and Media

TRIPLE SCIENCE
Course overview:
Separate science GCSE qualifications provide an excellent starting point for future A Level Science
studies, are highly valued by employers, and are of particular importance for a wide variety of
college courses and careers. To complete separate science GCSE qualifications, pupils will need to
be highly motivated. They will be expected to work methodically and maturely when carrying out
practical investigations and will be expected to develop their research skills and ability to work
independently. Excellent attendance will be essential to ensure success.
Assessment:
2 X written exams: 1 hour 45 minutes
Foundation and Higher Tiers available
100 marks per test
50% of GCSE per test.
Questions
Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open response.
GCSE Biology - 7 units of study
Biology Paper 1
Biology topics - Cell biology; Organisation; Infection and response; and Bioenergetics.
Biology Paper 2
Biology topics - Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and evolution; and Ecology.
GCSE Chemistry - 10 units of study
Chemistry Paper 1
Chemistry topics - Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure, and the properties
of matter; Quantitative chemistry, Chemical changes; and Energy changes.
Chemistry Paper 2
Chemistry topics - The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis,
Chemistry of the atmosphere; and using resources.
GCSE Physics - 8 units of study
Physics Paper 1
Physics topics - Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; and Atomic structure.
Physics Paper 2
Physics Topics - Forces; Waves; Magnetism and electromagnetism; and Space physics.
What can I do with GCSEs in Separate Sciences?
Careers in: Chemical Engineering, Medicine, Dentistry, Forensic Science, Astronomy,
Pharmacology, Scientific research, and lots more……..

URDU
AQA GCSE Full Course Urdu
Course overview:
Studying Urdu at GCSE adds an international dimension to your choice of GCSE subjects, which is
something many future employers and universities look for.
As well as being a great option if you would like to work abroad, language training also develops
many skills which are useful in a range of future careers, such as the ability to communicate
clearly, being confident speaking in public, and using problem-solving strategies.
Urdu is a living language spoken by 490 million people around the world with over one million
speakers around the world!
It is not just a practical language spoken on a daily basis, but one that has produced great
scholarships and poetry. Learning Urdu will also help you recognise words in Arabic and Persian as
many words are common in all three languages.
Course Content
Students following the Urdu GCSE course learn about the following themes and topics:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Health
Relationships and Choices
Leisure
Holidays
Environment
Work and Education

The four skills of listening (25%), reading (25%),
Assessment:
writing (25%) and speaking (25%) are all assessed by examination at the end of Year 11.
The speaking exam will be taken with your teacher, but is assessed externally by examiners.
Minimum requirements:
Students should have shown a keen interest in Urdu at KS3 or speak Urdu regularly outside of
school. They should be comfortable working in two or three tenses and be able to use classroom
resources independently.
What can I do next with GCSE Urdu?
Teacher
Interpreter
Tour Guide
Reporter
Engineering

Translator
Travel and Tourism
Construction
Hospitality
Creative and Media

