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RIP Dania

Dania Besheesh, a beloved Year 11 Student, passed away recently. We lost her to Leukemia; she had
been undergoing treatment since April 2018. She never stopped studying, despite her illness, and was
offered a place at her chosen sixth form college. Unfortunately, we lost her on Friday 8th February 2019
On Friday 15th February, we had a memorial service for her in school, where Year 11 students (many of
them her friends) shared fond memories of her. We were told of how she was determined to come to
school even while receiving treatment. Many of us were brought to tears as we all knew that because
Dania was gone, we had a vast hole at the heart of Stretford High School and the community.
Mrs Avison, Dania’s form tutor, said the following:
“It has been a privilege to be Dania’s form tutor. Dania stood out with her kindness, politeness,
enthusiasm and eagerness to learn and succeed. She was an exceptionally resilient and hardworking
young lady. She was an inspiration for all of us. We will miss her thirst for knowledge, friendship and
competition. Dania is gone from where we can see, but in our hearts she will always be. She will be the
laughter filling these halls; she will be the bell that rings each day. She will never be very far away. We
will always be thinking of Dania as a friend. Memories can never be taken away, so we will remember
Dania when we learn and play.”
According to Mr. Freeman, the school has now raised £822.39 for Leukemia UK
from selling badges, ribbons and cakes in honour of Dania.

Gorgeous Gorse Hill

In February 2019, staff and students from Stretford High School went to Gorse Hill Gardens on
Chester Road and helped to make the gardens nicer and a better place for the community.
One of the groups who went, led by Mrs Roberts and Mr Lee, went to the gardens and created bee
houses, which are houses for bees (obviously). Students learnt how to use a hammer and nails, and
filled the houses with lots of things that bees would like to eat.
This is important because bees are currently suffering due to global warming and loss of flowers for
them to pollinate. Many bees are starving to death and this is an effort to feed them and the flowers
they planted are sustainable food for the bees.
The Chronicle can report that an older woman came up to our students while they were working and
complained about how “this isn’t good use of our council tax”. They had to explain to her that it's
completely free and voluntary but she didn’t believe them.
Ben Challenor in Year 7, who took part in the project, said “we got to help the environment and it
was fun.” It's also good that students are getting out there and learning life skills like how to use a
hammer and gardening.
Christopher Unsworth

DRAMA CLUB

Join drama club to become a better actor, have fun with
your friends, and take part in the next big school play!
"It's fun and entertaining and a good way to chill."
Every Tuesday
15:00-16:00
PEXA.

Slushies!
I’m sure you have noticed the new slushies in the school.
A slushie machine and a smoothie machine have been
added to the outside hut, and I'm going to tell you about it.
I tried the slushie before the holiday, as you can see on
the right! My favorite one was the normal Vimto slush, I
like slushies so I knew I’d enjoy it.
A problem I have noticed with them is the availability. It’s
only available in the outside hut, where the line takes a
thousand years. If it was to be served somewhere else
many more people would be able to try it.
Another problem I have noticed is the cups. The cups are plastic and can be dangerous to the
environment and it’s important to recycle plastic (as mentioned in a previous issue).
Mr Rigby chose the Student Council to taste test the smoothies and slushies. Aaron Singh, who
represents form 8T/RSt on the Student Council, says “they taste like normal slushies and have a
taste that's appealing to the students.”
Some people like it; others don’t like it. There have been lots of different opinions on them. A
student said, “it's kind of weird after it snowed they started selling slushies, it's also the middle of
winter so why are they selling cold drinks? Did they get the snow from the roof?” Another
student who tried them said, “they were horrible”.
However most people who tried the slushies really enjoyed them, which is backed up by an
exclusive survey carried out by the Chronicle. Out of 15 students surveyed, 8 hadn’t tried them and
7 had tried them. Out of those who didn’t try them, 5 people didn’t want to and 4 people did. Out of
those who had tried them, 4 students liked them, whereas only 2 didn’t.
As you can see, most of the people who've tried the slushies enjoy them. This shows that it was a
good idea to add the slushies, and they are probably going to be more popular as it gets warmer.

Christopher Unsworth

Excelsior Award
Our sub-editor Hannah Prophet is a big lover of comics, mangas, and graphic novels. Earlier this
month she interviewed Paul Register, another comics fan and a former school librarian, who - in
2011 - founded the Excelsior Award, which rewards school students for reading graphic novels.
According to their website, the award was founded ‘to encourage reading for pleasure amongst
children and teenagers’, but also to ‘raise the profile of graphic novels and manga amongst school
librarians and teachers.’ Here’s what Paul had to say:
What is your favourite comic/graphic novel/manga and why is that your favourite?
My favourite monthly comic I read at the moment is probably Black Hammer by Jeff Lemire and
Dean Ormston. It’s a superhero story aimed at adults who’ve grown up with superhero comics and
manages to find a perfect balance between paying homage to all the older DC and Marvel comics of
the mid-20th Century whilst doing something distinctly 21st Century. Features some fantastic
characters too.
My favourite graphic novel of all time is V for Vendetta by Alan Moore and David Lloyd. So strong
and powerful. Has so much to say about society, politics, the power of art and what it means to be
an individual. It meant so much to me when I was a teen at school in Thatcher’s Britain in the 1980s
and it’s still spot on with its analysis of how we live our lives today.
There’s a lot of great manga out there too but the one I’m really enjoying right now is called
Delicious in Dungeon. It’s a comedy fantasy story set in a sort of Dungeons & Dragons world and
features loads of recipes to make eating monsters and weird creatures more palatable. Food-based
stories featuring recipes are a weird quirk in Japanese manga but this one just makes me giggle a
lot.
Why did you choose these books for us and not something else?
I assume you’re talking about the Excelsior Award shortlisted books! The books chosen this year
were very much a collaboration between all the judges with me making the final decisions so that
each shortlist is as balanced as possible. We like to have a variety of genres and styles on our
shortlists. The idea is that there should be at least one book on each shortlist that appeals to each
individual. Now that we are having four shortlists to make a total of twenty books instead of the
eight we’ve had in previous years we haven’t had to exclude as many great books as usual.

"Comics are no better or worse
than regular novels. They are
just different...like people!"
Why do you think people like reading these books and do you think more people should read
them?
People like accessing stories and there are so many different formats for people to do that these
days. Why should comics be the black sheep of the family? There are some fantastic graphic
novels being published every year and people should be able to access them much easier than
they currently can. They are no better or worse than regular novels, movies, TV shows, plays, etc.
They are just different… like people!

What motivated you to set up the Excelsior Award?
Initially I wanted the school I was working at to host an annual reading event that would include
all the schools of Sheffield (my home town). Comics and graphic novels were a passion of mine
and nobody else in Sheffield libraries knew anything about them! I knew they were popular with
kids and wanted those kids to be able to feel good about reading them and to feel as though they
were doing something fun and worthwhile. Eventually the award became more and more popular
across the whole country so I guess I was right!

What is one thing you think everyone should know about Stan Lee?
I like the idea that he initially started using the pseudonym “Stan Lee” on his comics work
because he wanted to keep his real name (Stanley Lieber) in reserve for when he wrote his big,
serious novel! Eventually he realised that the work he was doing with Marvel Comics (alongside
Jack Kirby and Steve Ditko) had great merit and was making a big difference to the lives of kids
all across America. He never wrote his masterpiece novel and was absolutely fine with that. He
became a legend anyway.

Hannah Prophet

Charities
Last month, Mrs. Doward asked the reporters at the Chronicle to look into all the different charities
that we raise money for at Stretford High School. Our reporters decided to find out how much
money we’ve raised as a school in the last year. After hours spent researching, we’re pleased to
present the following figures. The charities that Stretford high have funded towards and support:
Poppy Appeal - £36.00
Breast Cancer - £194.93
Ronald McDonald House Charity - £164.84
Children In Need - £179.00
Marie Curie - £169.15
Save the Children - £57.00
MacMillan Cancer Support - £13.00
Hajra’s Memorial Fund - £1059.37
British Heart Foundation - £20
Human Relief Foundation - £1261.07
Comic Relief and Sport Relief - more than £300
Leukemia UK - £822.39
So the total amount of money that out school has raised for good causes in the last year is:

£4274!
Let the Student Council know if you have any other ideas to raise money for any other charities!
Alfie O'Shea, Saira Ali Shah, Amaad Hussain

Opinion Pieces
Aisha defends the new Aladdin film

Many of you may have already heard that Disney is releasing a LIVE ACTION version of Aladdin
(you may have also seen the trailer). But it has been receiving a lot of criticism. Personally, I am
excited, thrilled and eager to watch it when it comes out in this year in May.
With Will Smith playing the part of the genie, I don’t see where the problem lies; yes, we enjoyed
seeing Robin Williams playing the role of Genie in the cartoon, but shouldn’t we give others a
chance to interpret Genie in their own way? How do we know that Will Smith won’t play a
GREAT role? We shouldn’t be so quick to judge.
Things are always changed and altered throughout time; we can’t expect everything to stay the
same or we would still be living in caves! I believe that this film is getting criticism mainly
because Robin Williams played the role in the cartoon version. ‘Jumanji:Welcome to the Jungle’
received the same criticism as Robin Williams was in the 1995 Jumanji. However, the film turned
out to be an amazing, and a prodigious success. I practically laughed my head off!
People on Twitter have been saying things such as “That’s not acceptable, an African American
doing Blueface.” What does it matter if an African American plays the role of Genie? What does it
matter if an Asian or British person plays the role? Racism is being slammed into the makers of
Aladdin; making jokes about Blackface is not funny.

"...look at the glass as half full
instead of half empty."

Most of the criticism has been going toward Will Smith but most of the other actors and actresses
have been receiving criticism: another critic said “the girl on here is beautiful but not like Princess
Jasmine.” This was uncalled for. First of all, people have names, for example “the girl” is Naomi Scott.
Secondly, we have no right to judge how beautiful she is; Jasmine is an animated character, fake
beauty, made to perfection for your liking. Are you saying you would like her to look animated?
“The Jafar does not look sinister enough,” said somebody else. From one look at Jafar, this person
decided he doesn’t look good enough, one out of a vast amount of scenes. Seriously?! Also, many
people have had issues with his voice. They say he sounds too young, and though I agree with this, I
want to see how a young Jafar could work. Don’t you? We would be able to see him through a new
perspective. Yes, people may say your first impression is your last impression but I feel Marwan
Kenzari (the actor who plays Jafar) hasn’t had a chance to show us what he can actually do.
To conclude, I postulate that we are making a mountain out of a molehill when we could just wait for
the actual film to be released. Stop making presumptions on how bad the film is going to be and
look at the glass as half full instead of half empty. In truth I feel you can only make a fair judgment
once you have watched the actual movie.

Aisha Mukadam

Opinion Pieces

Is homework necessary?
Homework isn't very favoured amongst people in school for multiple reasons.
We already do enough work at school so why do we need to do more at home?
But teachers tend to use the excuse it helps develop your independent learning
skills and others just say you have to do it. But really what are the pros and
cons?
The pros of homework are:
Improvement of independent learning skills
It helps you to memorise what you are learning (if it is relevant to your lesson).
And the cons are:
It is extremely disliked.
It causes stress for pupils
One reason people may dislike homework is that it is similar to extracurricular work since you do it out of school and this makes it feel unnecessary.
Another problem is that pupils forget about their homework and do not finish it.
Rifaat Rahman, Year 7, says “there's no point and it's useless and it causes more
pressure.”
However, Mr. Lee says ‘part of school is learning the skills you’ll need in later life
- and that includes being able to get work done efficiently in your own time!’
What do you think? Get in touch with the newspaper team to let us know!
Alfie O'Shea

HISTORY CLUB

History Club kicked off this term and we're already three sessions in!
We started with an investigation into the crimes of the infamous Jack
the Ripper, where staff and students became police detectives for the
day. The highlight had to be trying on our stick on detective mustaches.
We've since looked at the Second World War and the Romans. In the
next few weeks we will be looking at:
Weds 20th - The British Empire - Good or Bad?
Weds 27th - World War 1 - Life in the Trenches
Weds 3rd - The Fight for Rights
We meet on Wednesdays at 3pm in room 2.08. If you have any ideas
about a topic or period in history you want to know about, then let us
know!

World Book Day

Stretford High School celebrated World Book Day on 7/03/2019 so
that students could learn about the importance of books and reading.
Every student in the school was given a book token in form time,
which they could take to the library and exchange for a £1 book, to
make sure that everybody went home with a book to read.
At lunchtime the library was packed with people reading books and
having fun. The best part about World Book Day was seeing teachers
come into school dressed up as characters from their favorite books!
A Year 8 student said "books are important because reading them
makes you smarter, and they help you imagine more things about the
world and understand it better."
Harry Singh

Poetry Page

Endangered Animals
Everyone needs to save endangered animals
NOW!
Deforestation, pollution and poaching
Are
Not the only reasons for extinction.
Greenhouse gasses are melting the ice caps.
Rainforests are being eliminated
Every
Decade.
Adopt animals to save their lives.
Nature reserves need money, too.
Inform the ignorant.
Make your carbon footprint smaller.
Allow your heart and wallet to open.
Let's all learn more;
Save the endangered animals.

Matylda Banaszewska

Sports
Ole's at the wheel! Raja chalks up Man United's recent
successes to its new manager

At Man United, caretaker manager Ole Gunnar Solskjaer is bringing back
the classic ways that he used to play under Sir Alex Ferguson. He has
certainly shown that he deserves the title, as Solskjaer has got his 11th
managerial win.
We have been playing a lot better under Ole rather than Mourinho because
his tactics have been showing the true skills of the young players.
Mourinho wanted the team to defend all the time, which isn’t what United
do best. Now we’re back on the offensive! Fans also enjoy the gameplay a
lot more than they did under previous managers.
It’s not all good news, however. During our dramatic win in Parc des
Princes, a 44-year-old united fan was stabbed. A Man United spokesperson
says “We were shocked to hear about the incident with one of our fans
who was stabbed while in Paris for the Champions League game.”
This incident doesn’t change the fact that United have been playing a lot
better than they have in ages.
Raja Rattan

Sports
Year 8 team lose 4-0, but Year 7s turn it around!

On Wednesday 6th March 2019 Stretford High’s Year 8 football team played a home game
against The Deans Trust school from Ashton on Mersey. Sadly we lost 4-0.
The game started off on a bad note because we did not do much passing and the
opposition were quick and kept getting the ball off us. Towards the end it got better
because we started passing the ball more and we kept it in the oppositions half, but
unfortunately we did not score.
We even got a telling from Mr. Singh and Miss Robinson at the end! However this game
was better than the one against Sale Grammar because they managed to score from their
own half.
I think the problem was that we didn’t communicate properly. If we listened to each other
more then we would’ve won. In the next game I'm going to pass the ball more and try to
dribble into space. I’ll even try to score a goal if I get the chance. Hopefully one member of
the football team will score!
However, the Year 7 team made up for it by beating Ashton-on-Mersey at the Trafford
Football Cup, coming away with a stonking 5-3 win!

Muhammed Tauseef Mukadam

Sports
Raja and Tauseef tell you all about taekwondo

In this issue, we’re going to tell you about taekwondo. It is a martial art that was founded by
South Korean General Choi Hong Hi in the 1950’s. He founded it to teach Korean soldiers self
defense. He also opened a gym in the 1950’s.
We started doing taekwondo because we wanted to learn how to defend ourselves.
Also it keeps us healthy and it has also changed our mental health for the better. The reason
we love taekwondo so much is we have met a lot more people and understood what it is like
to work for our achievements. We’re telling you now, IT IS NOT AN EASY RIDE TO 5th Dan
Black Belt!
Here is a picture of the belts. Both of us are 8th kup, or yellow belt. There are patterns of
moves you need to learn to upgrade every belt. Every pattern gets harder with more difficult
moves to master. But you get to lead the junior grades. The higher the grade the more
intensity there is.

I think people should start taekwondo because it gives a controlled mindset as well as a great
physique. Not only will you become good at defending yourself but you will make a lot of
new friends along the way.
Raja Rattan, Muhammed Tauseef Mukadam

Gaming
Luke asks the important questions about Fortnite

Fortnite is an amazing game, and I'm sure all the other students who play it will
also agree. However, there are a few people that take this game too far.
I believe that this game is good, and when it stays within its limit it can be very
entertaining. Over 8 MILLION people have started to play Fortnite in under a year.
Furthermore, the average player spends £58.28 per week.
Now I am sure that you can tell why parents get mad at their kids. Some kids
spend most of their day playing this game and most of these students fail to do
their homework, which may be due in that week. The kids that spend all their time
playing Fortnite will not do well in school or in their exams, and start to get a bit
obsessive, even doing Fortnite dances at school without playing the game.
But students like Fortnite because it allows you to build and explore. Tauseef
Mukadam in Year 8 says that ‘Fortnite is the best game ever’, and Melvin Oryango
says that, ‘Fortnite is amazing because it allows you to build.’
Despite its popularity, Fortnite is slowly starting to die. Many young people are
saying that Apex Legends is now better. In 3 months, Apex Legends has had 20
million players. Maybe parents will be complaining about Apex in another three
months!
Luke Matthew, Amaad Hussain
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