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SCHOOL NEWSPAPER OF THE YEAR!
The Stretford Chronicle is
voted Best Secondary
School Newspaper in the
First News School
Newspaper of the Year
Awards 2018-2019!

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE....
NEW BINS ARRIVE
Chris interviews the new recycling
bins. LITTER-ally!

WALL OF GREEN
Mrs Doward plants trees to save the
environment!

STRETFORD CHRONICLE WINS
STUDENT NEWSPAPER OF THE YEAR!
The Chronicle is chosen by First News
as Best Secondary School Newspaper
Mrs. Doward reflects on the Chronicle's success

When I heard the news that The Chronicle had
won first place in the First News national
awards, I was delighted but not one bit
surprised. I remember meeting the team when
they stepped up to lead the school newspaper
and being so impressed by the energy, passion
and excitement in the room.
The whole team has a real sense of what it is to be a journalist - a true
journalist. The know that they have the opportunity to celebrate,
commiserate or condemn and they take their duties seriously. They have
provided a platform for us to celebrate our successes as a community and
that is so important in today's world. Even more powerfully, they report on
issues that really affects us all - whether that be within school, locally,
nationally or even worldwide. They are making the voices of Stretford High
heard.
I know that they are making a difference here at SHS. Also, some of the
articles are just so funny; the 'bins' interview in this edition is just superb!
So, when I heard the news, I was ecstatic and proud but not surprised. They
deserved to win - I thank them for their work and the honour they have
brought to the school. Well done!
Mrs Doward

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

Our editor, Aisha Mukadam, reflects on the Chronicle's success
If I were asked to describe this year for the Stretford Chronicle in one word it would
be phenomenal. Phenomenal. Starting out as only a handful of members in December,
we’ve gained many, many talented reporters with so much potential. We are
incredibly lucky to have such a dedicated team! From being honoured with the title of
Best Secondary School Newspaper to having our Gillette advertisement article
responded to by the company Gillette on social media, we have achieved a lot this
year. Well done everyone!
Together, we addressed many crucial issues that take place not only in this country
but affect the whole world such as recycling, sexism, and Brexit. Our Gillette article
covering the issue of sexism was shared on the school Twitter account and received
a supportive comment from the company Gillette. Furthermore, we have written many
opinion pieces to encourage other people to put forward their opinions and to get our
readers to think about issues in school, such as the slushies that were introduced this
year and which music is better to listen to for studying. And we have to mention the
comics, impressively drawn by Rokaya Salloo in Year 10, that give you a bit of a
laugh at the end of each issue.
As I've mentioned above, our work has paid off, and we have been privileged enough
to be awarded by First News with the title of Best Secondary School Newspaper in
the whole of the UK! The Stretford Chronicle was mentioned in their latest issue and
we were declared the winners. The rest of the team and I are so proud of each other
as we put a significant amount of effort and time into creating the best issues we
could, to not only deliver a newspaper which given you the latest news but to intrigue
and inform you about many overlooked issues of today.
I hope you will all join me in congratulating our team on the astounding work that
they have all accomplished this year! We all anticipate what next year will bring us
and what we can provide for you to read. Happy Summer, everyone!!!

Aisha Mukadam

NEW RECYCLING BINS
Last month, some new bins mysteriously appeared at Stretford High School, beneath
the ‘up’ staircase near student services. All that is said on them is “paper, newspaper
and magazines” on one with a blue lid, and “plastic bottles” on one with a red lid.
There is no explanation for their sudden appearance, but the Stretford Chronicle have
been campaigning with Mr Cooke to reduce plastic waste and make the school
greener, so we are very pleased.
I wanted to hear the Bins' thoughts on this, so I decided to interview them....
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Chris: Thanks for agreeing to speak to me!
Paper Bin: Our pleasure.

Chris has an interesting interview with
the school's new recycling bins...
Chris: Do you like your new school environment?
Paper Bin: Yes, I don't think people will throw newspapers in me though because the
school only has a digital newspaper, which is good because it saves trees.
Chris: Was it your choice to be here?
Paper Bin: The pay was good, so yes.
Chris: What do you think of the old bins?
Paper Bin: What do I even throw in them? They’re LITTER-ally pointless.
Chris: Do you think the digital newspaper's very loud campaign about plastic bottles
and recycling is the reason you were hired?
Paper Bin: Yes, I do think they are the reason for us being here. But Mr Cooke's pile
of plastic bottles might have something to do with it as well.
Chris: Why is it important to recycle plastic bottles?
Paper Bin: The sea is full of plastic bottles, and it can take them more than 450 years
to biodegrade! Humans shouldn't keep filling the oceans with rubbish.
Chris: Is the red bin so quiet for a reason?
Plastic Bin: CONSUME EVERYTHING!!!!

It can take more than 450 years for plastic
bottles to biodegrade!
Well, I think the plastic bin wants world domination now, so this has been very
informative.
It’s great that we have these new recycling bins, but it would be even better if
there were more of them. We should have more of these bins placed around the
school to eliminate the old style bins and replace them with these. I am a bit
worried about the plastic bin but it’s probably nothing. We also don't know where
the plastic goes when the bins are cleaned out. Does it just get thrown in the
same skip as everything else at the end of the day?
Another thing is that we sometimes can't use the bins, because we can't get to
them. A few weeks ago the bins were blocked because somebody had piled chairs
in front of them, meaning students couldn't get to them. (We've got a picture
below!) This is very annoying for students who want to save the planet and
throw their bottles away properly.

However, the bins have now been moved
to outside student services, where people
can get at them more easily (as long as
there isn't a cake sale happening!)
I hope students use these bins and help to
save the planet instead of just throwing
their paper and bottles in the normal bins.
It seems like a lot of students have been
using the new bins already, because the
red bin is almost full of plastic bottles!

Christopher Unsworth

WALL OF GREEN
Mrs. Doward announces plan to plant trees around the school

Did you know that Talbot Road is one of the most polluted roads in Manchester?
Everyday we Stretfordians walk into Stretford High School unknowingly breathing
in car fumes and carbon dioxide. This is bad because increased time spent breathing
in carbon dioxide can lead to health problems. When walking to and from school,
lots of students walk along Talbot Road, presenting a problem for their health.
Pollution also causes global warming, which melts ice in the Arctic, leading to
flooding and lots of other bad things like animals going extinct and food chains
collapsing.
Fortunately, Mrs Doward has decided to take action! Due to campaigning by
students, she is going to plant trees all the way around the school, planting a “wall
of green” which will take some of the carbon dioxide away and will improve the
daily walk to school for students.
This will stop a lot of the pollution. This is because trees take in carbon dioxide and
give out oxygen, and humans do the opposite so it’s a constant loop. But in the last
few decades lots of trees around the world have been cut down, which means the
balance has shifted and less carbon dioxide is absorbed, contributing to global
warming.
A student council member said: “Right now our council members are sending emails
to shops and suppliers to ask for some saplings (which are baby trees) and to see if
we can get some for free”.
The Chronicle team are excited to see the wall of green become a reality, and we will
keep you updated about it after the summer!

Harry Singh | Christopher Unsworth

THIS IS BOOK LOVE

Miss Penn writes in to tell us about a special library visit!

On Tuesday 2nd July, Stretford High was visited by Samantha Williams from This is
Book Love
Samantha is a book promoter with a focus on children's and young adults' literature
featuring BAME protagonists. BAME stands for Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic people.
Samantha spent the day working with students from Year 7, 8 and 10 discussing
cultural identity and representation within literature. She also brought with her
hundreds of books, which are not widely available, for our students to read, explore
and discuss.
The library was alive with colour and music from all over the world! During break,
lunch and after school, everyone was invited to come and peruse the books. Many
members of staff spent quite a few pennies on some wonderful titles, including Mrs
Lee who bought Natives by Akala, Mrs Mahmud who bought Planet Omar by Zanib
Mian (among others!) and Mrs Carvil who bought I'm Learning About... Eid-UlFitr translated by Saniyasnain Khan. Mr. Malone even got a Seychelles flag!

"I've learned that by being determined
and confident you can do anything"
When asked why Samantha created This is Book Love and the Travelling Multicultural
Book Carnival she said she wanted children to 'find characters that resonate with
them... to celebrate our cultural heritage'. Samantha strongly believes in the 'celebration'
of cultural identity. She is passionate about reading and literature and wants everyone
to gain from every book and word they pick up.
Sami Bukhari summed the event up nicely saying 'It gives you self confidence and
makes you feel you're not the odd one out... I felt like I was home'.
It was a real pleasure and privilege to observe our students expressing the richness of
their multiculturalism through music, art and words. There was a sense of celebratory
exhibition of culture and an embracing of everyone's beautiful diversity.
Here's a selection of reviews written by our Year 7s, 8s and 10s!
Guantanamo Kid - Aleesha Azis, Year 8
It really described the state of countries and what goes on around the world, not just in
England. People really get judged just for what they believe.
The Hate U Give - Aaminah Hafeji, Year 10
When I read the book, I was intrigued by what was happening and determined to know
what would happen next. I enjoyed the book and felt like it gave out a very powerful
message.
Muhammed Ali - Shakeem Edwards, Year 7
I've learned that by being determined and confident you can do anything. The book
made me feel inspired to be more determined.

GEOGRAPHY CHALLENGE
Raja and Luke interview Miss Garrick
This year, Miss Garrick has set up a Geography Challenge for the whole school.
Every week, students can answer questions about where Pingu the Penguin has
gone. A lot of people in school have joined in the challenges and we hope a lot of
other students will be joining in in the next few weeks. Everyone is curious to see
where Pingu will be going next time!
Raja and Luke interviewed Miss Garrick find out more information about the
geography challenge.
1. Why did you decide to start the Geography Challenge?
My year 7 class came up with the idea of adopting a penguin during our unit on
climate change. I decided to start taking pictures of the penguin in different
locations and I thought it would be a good way to spread excitement in Geography
and start a discussion about where Pingu has gone and what he has seen.
2. Do you think that the Geography Challenge will engage students more?
I hope so! I've already seen more engagement and a lot of students have
responded to the Geography challenge which is great! In some lessons the 'star
geographer' even gets the opportunity to look after Pingu for the next lesson which
is, of course, a very important job. He's quite needy, but his geographical knowledge
is immense!

"Geography is an opportunity to see how
the natural and human worlds collide..."
3. Do you think the geography challenge will encourage more students to choose
geography as a option in yr 9?
The questions that are in the Geography challenge are similar to those which you
would expect in a GCSE exam, so it's a good opportunity to get a feel for some of
the questions you might be asked. I think the challenge has got a lot more students
to talk about Geography and as it is more on their radar, it will hopefully be
considered more widely as an option choice.
4. Why should people study geography?
Geography is an opportunity to see how the natural and human worlds collide and
how we are both affected by and affecting the planet. Geography enables a person
to become more aware of their surroundings and provides the chance to change
the world. Many world leaders studied Geography or one of its specific units in
further education. Geography is also an exciting subject which is dynamic and
constantly being updated daily with new events which affect us directly.
5. Will you decide to continue the geography challenge for the future?
I will definitely continue the Geography challenge next year. I am trying to make
the decision whether to stick with Pingu or give him a break and adopt another
animal. Pingu is an excellent way to start the conversation about melting ice caps
but adopting an orangutan for instance could spark a debate on palm oil and
deforestation which is destroying their habitat.
Thanks for the interview, Miss Garrick! We hope the Geography Challenge will carry
on for future students. We agree geography is important because we live in a
changing world and we need to know the effects we have on the planet. We believe
that this is an upcoming problem we should focus more on.

Raja Rattan | Luke Matthew

IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM
Amaad, Luke and Raja talk about their trip through history

On Thursday 23rd May, Year 8 went on a school trip to the Imperial War Museum,
Our favorite part of the trip was when we were lucky enough to be able to
interview two war veterans. It was really interesting to meet veterans that have
been in combat. One of them fought in the Second World War and the other one
was in the US Navy fighting around the world. They told us what it was like to be
in a battle and they must have been brave to go to war.
We also went to watch a picture show with children in war. It had real sounds
from the war and it made us feel like we were actually there. It showed how some
children were issued with weapons and if they saw an enemy, wounded or not,
they would’ve had to kill them.
Our favorite historical artifact was the nuclear missile in the main exhibit. The
reason why is because it shocked the world and demonstrated a very strong
energy that scared countries to not to go to war with each other.
I definitely agree that we learnt something about both war and history. The reason
why is because we were learning at our own pace and we were able to walk
around the main exhibition, looking at the artifacts in groups by ourselves. This
allowed us to take in different facts about war and history on our own.
I would definitely go again because it was fun and interesting to learn about the
war and learn about children's point of views in the war. It was very interesting
because we got chance to interview a veteran in the second world war and he told
us how it felt in the war.

Amaad Hussain | Raja Rattan | Luke Matthew

Do we need blazers?
Luke and Raja ask the important questions

Now that the weather's getting warmer, lots of students are annoyed that they have to keep
wearing blazers in school. So something we want to know is, are they really necessary?
One issue is that they are too warm to wear on really hot days and we still have to wear
them, unless teachers let us take them off. On cold days they are necessary for us to keep
warm, but when we are wearing big coats it is really hard to wear both the blazers and
coats. We asked members of staff what they thought and this is what they said:
Ms Winn said that “Blazers create a sense of community within the school and show our
pride at being members of SHS to the wider community.” Ms Robinson said that: “Wearing
a uniform means we all look alike and means that nobody gets ridiculed for their fashion
choices or their ability to afford new clothes or not.”
I thought students would have the opposite view but I was surprised! Kaiden (Year 7) said
that blazers are really useful because of their inside pockets.
Another option is we could change the colour of our blazers to a different colour such as
olive green which could go with our grey jumpers and white shirts. This could be a good
idea because some people might like the idea that the school blazers could get a change
instead of being the current blazer colour which is navy.
I went to ask people about the idea. I first asked Luke Matthew and he said that he’d
probably like a different colour than olive green; he’d probably prefer the colour light blue. I
asked Miss Winn about the idea and she said "I like the colour that we have now, but if I
could change it then it would be red. However, then it would be hard to hide stains so I
prefer the colour we have now.” I asked Chrisopher what he thought, and he said as he’s on
board with the idea. “I think that the colour that we have is a bit dull and I think we should
change the colour to green and I mean any green.”.
So there we have it! Three people want to change the colour of our blazers. What do you
think?

Luke Matthew | Raja Rattan

CRICKET
Amaad takes us through the teams in the Cricket World Cup

What hasn't there been in the 2019 cricket world cup? From teams losing by 119 runs,
to teams not winning any games! This article will take you through the different
teams and show you how they could possibly go through to the semi-finals.
Australia
Australia is through no matter what occurs. However, if they lose to South Africa and India
win against Bangladesh then that means that India will go to 1st allowing them to play 4th
place and Australia to play 3rd place.
India
India ( as well as Australia ) are through. However, if they beat Sri Lanka and if Australia
loses to South Africa then they will go to 1st place playing 4th.
England
The home favourite, England has now gone through after beating new Zealand. No matter
whatever happens, they will not move positions nor will they get out. Although it was a good
start from England, it was as close as a feather for them to be kicked out as they only had to
lose to India or New Zealand to be out. If this happened they would only come back in if
Pakistan would have lost both of their games against Afghanistan and Bangladesh.
New Zealand
New Zealand now depend on Pakistan winning/ losing their game by under 316 runs so that
they can go through. Pakistan needs to win against Bangladesh if they want a chance to go
through.
Pakistan
My personal favourite! Pakistan has had a very odd start, losing against the West Indies by 7
wickets and only making 105. They then beat England and were hoping to beat India.
However, the opposite happened. They lost against India, putting them into a tricky situation.
After losing to these they won 3 games in a row. Now they need to beat Bangladesh by 316
runs minimum to have a chance of going through and knocking out New Zealand.

CRICKET
Amaad takes us through the teams in the Cricket World Cup

Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka is out of this tournament no matter what happens. However, they can still
improve there a place to go to 5th place if Pakistan loses to Bangladesh. They have one
remaining game which is a must win against India if they want to go to a higher place.
Bangladesh
Bangladesh is out but like Sri Lanka, they can get to a higher position if they beat
Pakistan and if Sri Lanka loses then they will be able to move 2 places. They can go and
play fearlessly against Pakistan however for Pakistan the pressure is on.
South Africa
South Africa is also out of this tournament but like all the other teams they can go higher
if they win against Australia and Bangladesh lose. South Africa (like Bangladesh) can also
play without fear.
West Indies
West Indies are out and cannot go up as they have played all of their games. It is bye bye
for this team until next time.
Afghanistan
Afghanistan had a bad start to this tournament and it never got better. Despite having one
of the best leg spinners in the world, they still could not make it through and they cannot
even go higher as they have played all of their games.

Well, that's my up-to-date guide to all of the teams in the Cricket World Cup. See you
in September for more sports news from the Chronicle!

Amaad Hussain

AVENGERS: ENDGAME
Our team reviews the epic finale of Marvel's Avengers movies

A few months ago the final installment in the Avengers franchise was released Avengers: Endgame. This new Marvel film has been hyped up for two years since the
release of Infinity War, but did it live up to the hype? Our reporters weigh in.

*SPOILERS BELOW*

Jaden Johnson-Davis
I think that Avengers: Endgame was the best movie that I’ve ever seen. It met all my
expectations such as Iron Man dying; a huge finale battle; Thanos getting snapped;
the Avengers making a new Infinity Gauntlet; time travel; a girl power scene in the
finale battle, and much more. I also felt like Hawkeye deserved to get a change
because his character wasn't as interesting in the earlier films. I’m very surprised
about Black Widow dying because I thought that she was going to live, and I was
very surprised about Pepper Potts getting an Iron Man suit and becoming Rescue.
The one thing that I didn’t like about Endgame was that they didn't use the Mind
stone or vibranium to bring Vision back. Other than that I really liked the movie.

"...the best Marvel film so far."
Zaid Ebrahim
Just like Jaden, I thought this movie was amazing. There are always flaws that could
be improved upon, nothing is perfect. Endgame was a way to show us us a GOOD
ending. It’s amazing how they were able to put every movie together to create an
ultimate story all the way from Iron Man 1!! Endgame overwhelmed us with
questions such as what happens now? Or why did certain characters have to die?
Many people were angry with Iron Man’s death because he was such a great
character- I feel his death was heroic and let's face it, it’s always the best who die
on us. One thing that was annoying was that the movie had a very slow start with
the recap, but the brutal ending made up for this. I can’t wait to see what happens
next in the MCU movies.
Hannah Prophet
I think this film was fabulous and was the final touch we needed in the Marvel
universe. It has a lot of cool moments in it and a lot of sad moments. This was
everything we needed after twenty-one other films, from Iron Man to Spiderman to
Captain America to Captain Marvel. They have all had fabulous ideas in them and
fabulous fights. I think the fight scenes in the Marvel films are the best bit, until
someone dies. The saddest part of the film was when Iron Man sacrificed himself to
save everyone else, but it was still the best Marvel film so far.

Jaden Johnson-Davis | Zaid Ebrahim | Hannah Prophet

GAMING
Tauseef and Christopher's Top 5 browser games!

The Stretford Chronicle news team does NOT condone the playing of browser games
in school. Especially not at Homework Club, where you should be focusing on your
homework! (The clue's in the name). But if you were to play some browser games,
here are some of our recommendations.
FOOTBALL HEADS
Football Heads is lots of fun because
it is has a great multiplayer aspect,
being a great game to play together
with friends.

TANK TROUBLE
Tank Trouble is a multiplayer game
where you try to get more points by
smashing each others tanks in
various creatively designed levels.
You can also use items like the
minigun to enhance your shooting
power.

GAMING
Tauseef and Christopher's Top 5 browser games!

RAZE
Raze is an online single player game
where you kill other people to win. You
can get up to ten different weapons.
You can also get upgrades like Shield,
health, invincibility and 2x damage.
SNAKE
Snake is a classic game that tests your reflexes.
The more apples you eat, the faster the snake goes
and the longer it gets. You have to be quick or the
snake hits the wall! It's a great game to play if you
don’t like violence.

SUPER SMASH FLASH 2
Super Smash Flash 2 is a game based
on the popular game franchise Super
Smash Bros. It has two games, one and
two where you beat each other to death
with various characters like Kirby, Sora,
Megaman and Mario.

Tauseef Mukadam | Christopher Unsworth

HEARTSTOPPERS
Rokaya reviews the amazing graphic novel by Alice Osman

As it was Pride Month last month, we wanted to review a book called
‘Heartstoppers’ which is a must read!! If I could sum it up in 3 words it would
be funny, romantic and sweet. Not only are serious topics such as mental
health mentioned in this comic but it is also followed up by in-jokes which
help lighten up the mood and make you laugh so hard that you start bursting
out in tears!
This book takes you on a journey from the perspective of a teenage boy in the
struggle of finding true love after hardships in a previously abusive
relationship.Our protagonist Charlie then comes across Nick who is
questioning his sexuality and is captivated by him. They first meet when they
are randomly seated next to each other in a class; who knew destiny would
bring them together?What might seem like an endless one sided love towards
Nick then becomes mutual as they delve deeper into their quirky friendship.
Nick then soon discovers his true feelings and emotions towards Charlie.
I feel like this is a much needed book in libraries as it helps normalise nonheterosexual relationships in schools. If more 'different' identities are being
portrayed in books we no longer believe it is ‘out of the norm’ or be weirded
out by topics such as sexuality; giving us the confidence into being more open
with our friends,family and teachers.
I have been catching up with the author Alice Oseman through social media,
eagerly waiting for the second volume which is finally out for preorder today!

Rokaya Salloo
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THANKS FOR READING!
We'll be back in September with more award-winning news!

