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LIVE FROM TEN DOWNING STREET
Our reporters go to 10
Downing Street and
interview the Education
Secretary!

Also in this issue...
Coats in school?
Are sports cars bad for the
environment?
KS4 revision tips
And more!

OUR DAY IN LONDON
Aisha, Raja and Jaden enjoy a tour of 10 Downing Street and a
cruise down the Thames

You might remember that before the
summer, the Stretford Chronicle was
awarded Best Secondary School
Newspaper in the First News School
Newspaper of the Year Awards.
As winners, we were invited by First
News to go down to London and
interview a senior politician at 10
Downing Street!

It was a huge privilege because the only
other schools to be invited were
prestigious London schools: we were the
only state school, and the only school
from outside London.
At first the newspaper team were told that we would be interviewing Boris
Johnson, our Prime Minister. However Boris Johnson had to go to Brussels and
attend some important matters, so he had to cancel. He was replaced with The
Secretary of Education, Gavin Williamson.
We all had to wake up at 3:30 am to arrive at Piccadilly Station by 4:45 am and
get on the train for 4:55. The journey was quite long, but we were in first class
all the way down, so we got free breakfast! By the time we arrived at the
station it was rush hour in London, but what would you expect: it’s London, it’s
always busy.

"Downing Street is nothing like you would
imagine"
We got the tube to Westminster and took some pictures of the attractive
buildings in the area. From there it was a quick walk to the gates of 10 Downing
Street.
Downing Street is nothing like you would imagine. There are a lot of procedures
you must go through before you are allowed to enter this historic building. First,
you had to be checked for your invitation (Fun Fact: you have to be invited to
Downing Street, you can’t book a tour or just turn up). Once we got past the gate,
we had to get our bags checked, like customs at the airport.
We had to wait a long time before we were able to enter No. 10. However, while
we were waiting to go in, we saw Jacob Rees-Mogg entering Downing Street on
official Business! (He didn’t even say hello.) As we entered, we saw the guard
that stands at the door. We were told to leave all electronics in the lobby, so
unfortunately we weren't able to take any pictures for the Chronicle.
When we'd left our bags we went on a guided tour. The first room we saw was
the Cabinet Room, which is right next to the PM’s office. This is where the
cabinet ministers have important meetings with the PM. The only time in which
they didn’t have meetings there was during WWII. The Queen has visited
Downing street twice, and sat in what would’ve been the PM’s chair twice.
Important documents such as Article 50 (which lets Britain leave the EU) were
signed in there. We got to sit around the table like cabinet ministers! We were
right next to the PM's office, so it was exciting to know that there was important
government business happening in the next room.

We saw pictures of all the former Prime
Ministers of Great Britain
After that, we saw the historic staircase, which
was rebuilt for Hugh Grant's dancing scene
in 'Love, Actually'. It had pictures of all the
former Prime Ministers of Great Britain, starting
from the first PM (Robert Walpole) at the bottom
leading up to the latest (David Cameron) at the
top. The previous PM, Theresa May, doesn't have
a picture yet. The only Prime Minister with two
photographs is Sir Winston Churchill. In his
main photo he looked grumpy because his cigar
was taken away from him just before the photo
was taken!
The anteroom at the top of the stairs had lots of art from the 10 Downing
Street art collection. We found out that the art is chosen by the people who
work at Downing Street, not by the Prime Minister. An artist called Tracy
Emin gave David Cameron a neon piece of art that said “more passion", to
bring more passion to politics.
Next we saw Mrs Thatcher’s room which actually used to be
Margaret Thatchers office, but every PM after her left their “mark” in the
room. The Blair family installed little bees on the cabinets, one for each
member of their family, David Cameron had a TV in the room, on which he
watched the EU referendum results. Sir Winston Churchill used these rooms
as bedrooms before Margaret Thatcher made it her office.

There are marks on the ceiling from where a
bomb damaged the building in WWII

Upstairs we saw the White State Drawing Room, where the PM meets
leaders from other countries. Flags from the country that are visiting, as well
as the UK’s flag, are present in the room behind them. An English rose, Irish
shamrock, Scottish thistle and the Welsh daffodil are on each corner of the
ceiling to represent the four countries of the UK. The windows are bombproof
but there are marks on the ceiling from where a bomb damaged the building
in WWII.
The next room was the Terracotta Room, which used to be the Blue Room
and the Green Room, before it was painted Terracotta. William Pitt the
younger was the UK’s youngest ever PM and his desk was in this room.
Thatcher redecorated the room in the 1980s to make it look more glamorous.
In the plaster over the door there is figure carrying straw, to make sure that
there is always a thatcher in Downing Street!

We sat on chairs that cost £50,000 each!

Next we saw the Pillared State Drawing Room, which has portraits of
famous British figures from history like Shakespeare, Elizabeth I, and
Francis Drake. There was a huge painting of Ada Lovelace, who invented
computer programming. There were gold, silver and bronze medals from the
2012 Olympics, along with a genuine Olympic torch. We sat on chairs that
cost £50,000 each!
Finally we were shown through to the State Dining Room, where we sat
around a huge table and waited for Gavin Williamson, the Secretary of
Education. When he arrived he passed on apologies from Boris Johnson and
said "he would much rather be here talking to you, than over in Brussels!"
You can read all about our interview with him on page eight.

"For my first time in London, it was absolutely
amazing" - Jaden
When we eventually left
Downing Street we walked
back down to the River
Thames and took a boat ride
down to the Tower of London.
It was very factual and
informative. We got to see The
Globe Theatre, which is a
reproduction of Shakespeare's
original theatre, where he put
on all of his plays.
We also saw HMS Belfast (a battleship from the Second World War), and a
real-life pirate ship that would have actually floated if you put it on the
water. We went past the Tower of London and saw Traitor's Gate where
Anne Boleyn (the second wife of Henry the Eighth) was brought into the
tower by boat, before she had her head cut off.
By the time we got off the boat, it had started raining. We survived the tube
journey back to Euston Station and got the train home (in standard class,
this time!). We all had a fantastic time in London. Jaden said, "For my first
time in London, it was absolutely amazing. I wish I could’ve stayed longer
but for the amount of time I had in London, it felt special."

Aisha Mukadam | Raja Rattan | Jaden Johnson-Davis

Interview with the
Education Secretary
Recently, three students from
Newspaper Club - the Stretford
Chronicle's editor Aisha
Mukadam, and reporters Raja Rattan
and Jaden Johnson-Davis - were
honoured by being awarded the
incredibly rare opportunity to go
inside 10 Downing Street and
interview the Secretary of State for
Education, Gavin Williamson.
We prepared a selection of questions for Mr Williamson, and got chance to
put them to him after an exclusive tour of Number 10. Read on below for the
full scoop on our interview.
Jaden’s question: What advice would you give to those who are interested in
going into politics but aren't rich and don't go to a private school?
Williamson gave a respectable answer to this question and used himself as
an example. He said you “need passion” and should be “willing to argue for
things you care about”. I strongly agree with this, as when it comes to
politics you should be able to stand your ground without being pushed
around and you should have the passion conveyed when you speak to
demonstrate that your mind won’t be changed easily.

"What is it that the PM doesn’t tolerate? Racist
hate crimes? Or women and Muslims?"
My question: Do you feel the Prime Minister’s comments about women and
Islam have helped give confidence to those currently committing racist hate
crimes in the UK?
Unfortunately, for this question Gavin Williamson only gave a short response
which didn’t relate to the question at all; in other words he avoided it.
Williamson replied “The Prime Minister feels there is no place for racism” in
the Conservative party or in society, and he said that “the PM and I don’t
tolerate it”.
But if Boris Johnson doesn't tolerate racism, why did he make the remarks in
the first place? What is it that the PM doesn’t tolerate? Racist hate crimes? Or
women and Muslims? This suggestion that he doesn't tolerate racism has been
contradicted by the statistics: there has been a 10% increase in racist hate
crimes since Boris Johnson came to power, after he publicly referred to
Muslim women as looking like "letterboxes" and "bank robbers".
If there’s no place in society for racism, then why has there been a 10%
increase in racist hate crimes?
I believe that Gavin Williamson felt uncomfortable answering the question and
tried to avoid giving an honest answer. He knows that the answer to the
question is “yes”, but he refuses to acknowledge it.

"What is it that the PM doesn’t tolerate? Racist
hate crimes? Or women and Muslims?"
Raja’s Question: Do you think that the national school budget is adequate to
buy equipment and resources for schools?
Gavin Williamson believes that we already get a satisfactory amount of
funding for education, and that Brexit 'won't affect school funding'. He said
“the Prime Minister has agreed to three years worth of guaranteed funding for
schools”.
I feel this is insufficient as we already don’t have enough funding; schools can
sometimes barely afford to print worksheets for students to use. So three
years of the same funding isn't good enough. We need an increase in funding,
not just a promise that funding will stay the same!
This was another attempt by Gavin Williamson to pretend he was making a
good promise to school children when actually he was saying 'school funding
won't go up for three years', which is a bad thing! Schools should have more
money!
So overall we think that Gavin Williamson could have given us better answers
to our questions. He was right that you need passion and determination to get
into politics, but we don't think he was right about racism or school funding!

Aisha Mukadam

THE BRITISH TRUMP
Meisa Omar shares her low opinion of the Prime Minister, Boris Johnson!

Ever since he was elected, Boris Johnson has been getting
into a heap of trouble.
Even before he became Prime Minister, he was notorious
for his absurd views and his messy hairdo. He has even
been called the British Trump. But in May 2019, Boris
Johnson confirmed he would stand in the Conservative
leadership election, following Theresa May’s resignation. He
did this because he believed he could get Brexit done in
less than a year, which got England worrying.
Johnson won the leadership election and as leader of the biggest party he became
Prime Minister, because that’s how the British political system works. Then he went to
the Queen and told her that his party had a big enough majority (enough Members of
Parliament) to get his Brexit deal through parliament. But he doesn’t!
This lead to Boris Johnson getting in a lot of trouble, and having to go to court because
he lied to the Queen. The Queen even asked her lawyers whether or she could sack
Boris Johnson as Prime Minister, which no king or queen has done for over a hundred
years!
Now Boris Johnson has called a general election to ask the country whether or not they
support his Brexit deal. The Labour Party want to hold another referendum on whether
or not the leave the EU, and the Liberal Democrats want to stay in the EU and cancel
Brexit altogether.
Hopefully lying Boris Johnson will lose the election and the Queen won't have to worry
about him anymore!

Meisa Omar

SCHOOL NEWS
STUDENTS GO BARKING MAD FOR
NEW SCHOOL DOG
Stretford High School now has its own
school dog!
The dog is here to help people who are
shy or stressed and would benefit
from having a dog to play with. He is
called Oreo (our sources say that this
is because it looks like an oreo)
Oreo is a cockapoo and is hypoallergenic, which means he does not shed lots of hair
and is great with people who have allergies. He has been here since we came back for
half term. He lives with Miss Murton and wanders around the school on a lead. When it's
not break or lunch the dog is in her room. We are working on interviewing the dog but
he has a busy schedule. Maybe in the next issue our re-PAW-ters will have an exclusive
interview!

MAKING HISTORY
Last month the history
department took a group of Year 9
historians to the University of
Manchester to hear a keynote
speech by historian David Olusoga.
They had a great time and learnt a
great deal about Black History
Month from a British perspective.

Christopher Unsworth

COATS IN SCHOOL?
Chris asks the important questions about new coat rules

In the past, coats were not allowed inside the school building, meaning
people had to carry around their coats everywhere and not as many people
bought coats in.
Recently, however, the staff have let you have your coats out in the halls but
not in classrooms. People now want their coats out in classrooms but
personally I don’t see the point in this. So I decided to ask people's opinions
on coats!
An anonymous teacher said "staff used to waste time telling people to take
off their coats so now they can focus more on important things." Most of
the students I spoke to agreed: they said "It’s great because I can wear my
coat from the gate to my classroom without having to take it off at all." They
also said "It’s good because it saves teachers telling us not to do it."
On the other hand, this change may not be so good because people may
wear really flashy coats and make fun of others for not having as good a
coat like how if we didn’t have a uniform they might do that with own
clothes. Although, as far as we know, that hasn’t happened - probably
because students at Stretford don’t bully each other about appearance!
Overall, students and staff alike really like the change, making it a positive
one for the school in general. I don’t think it is going to impact the school
negatively.
Christopher Unsworth

KS4 revision tips
With exams getting closer, Aisha shares her
top tips for doing well in your exams!

Year 10 and 11 are a very important time. The rest of your life depends on
these years! This is why we have gathered together this simple list of tips
and advice or year 10 and 11 on how to revise effectively, and make the right
decisions on the path towards smashing your GCSEs!
Start as soon as you can
Quiz yourself - use a format that works for you when doing this e.g.
light and dark method* or Q-cards etc.
After you have quizzed yourself go over whatever you have done wrong.
Try an exam question- you should do this to practice how to use the
skills you have learned in lesson, when doing your exams.
Don’t be afraid to highlight the keywords in the revision guide!
Do some extra reading on the topic you are studying; it could gain you
extra marks. For example, if you are doing History, it might be a good
idea to do some extra reading on the consequences of an event.
Use colour! When taking notes use colour to emphasise key parts.
Revise with your friends- ask them to help you by testing you.
DO NOT REPEATEDLY WRITE OUT THE SAME NOTES AS THERE IS NOT
SCIENTIFIC PROOF THAT IT HELPS YOU REMEMBER!
Create yourself deadlines for when to revise different topics.
We hope you've found these tips useful! Now go and try them out at home!
Aisha Mukadam

CARS AND CARBON
Tauseef, Joel, Daniel and Osama talk about supercars and
their impact on the environment

Lots of students at Stretford High School love cars. However, we often don’t think
about how much damage supercars are doing to the environment. When we’re all
driving around in our luxury cars we still have to think about the environment,
otherwise we’re leaving the earth in a bad state for future generations. So for this
edition of the Chronicle we decided to look at whether our favourite supercars are
eco-friendly. here is what we’ve found.

Lamborghini Sian FKP 37
The Lamborghini Sian is a
mixture of a Terzo Millenio
and a Countach. At
$3.6million, it is the most
expensive car Lamborghini
has ever made. It has 819
brake horsepower, with a top
speed of 217 mph, and it can
go to 0-60 is in 2.5 seconds.
In the back there is a V12 engine and a super capacitor which is lighter and faster
than a battery pack. This car has a special edition car which is worth up to 1.7 million
dollars.

Is it good for the environment?
The Sian is a hybrid which would make you think that it's eco-friendly, but actually it
isn't! It uses hybrid technology to boost performance without improving fuel
efficiency, so it burns the same amount of petrol and puts the same amount of
carbon dioxide into the atmosphere.

Are supercars bad for the planet?
The Lamborghini Sian is being marketed as an eco-friendly car, but actually it isn't!

Porsche 918 Spyder
The Porsche 918 was made in
2014 but holds the record of the
world's fastest retail car. The
car has a hefty price of
£537,000. It is powered by a
4.6 litre V8 petrol engine which
produces an impressive 608
horsepower.

Is it good for the environment?
The Spyder has been described as a 'green supercar'. As well as the petrol
engine it also has an electric motor, which goes up to 887 horsepower. The
motor can travel 18 miles on purely electric power and recharges in less than 7
hours: the electric motor can produce 600 amps which can power 5 houses for
10 seconds. It can go as fast as 93 miles per hour when running on just the
electric motor.
The Spyder is so successful that it completed the Nurburgring (a famous
German race track) in just six minutes and fifty seven seconds; setting a new
record for a street legal car by fourteen seconds! It is now officially the fastest
street legal car in the world.
Unfortunately this green supercar was only built in very small numbers, all of
which were sold a year after it was built. But it's good that Porsche are making
green cars for everybody else to copy!

Are supercars bad for the planet?
The Lamborghini Sian is being marketed as an eco-friendly car, but actually it isn't!

Tesla Roadster
This car is going to be the
fastest car 2020. It can go
from 0-60mph in 1.9 seconds
and it's fully electric, unlike
other sports cars which have
combustion engines. This is
much better for the
environment.

Is it good for the environment?
The car produces zero tonnes of carbon per year, which makes it very
environmentally friendly! Tesla have a reputation for being the original ecofriendly car company. Some people have criticized Tesla because their
factories still produce carbon dioxide, but at least Tesla are being honest
about how much carbon dioxide they produce, unlike other car companies.
The Tesla factory produces 282,000 metric tonnes of carbon every year
(which is the same as the whole country of Spain!) but Tesla are trying to
bring this figure down. Unlike Ford, who still produce 4.4 million tonnes of
carbon every year!

Are supercars bad for the planet?
The Lamborghini Sian is being marketed as an eco-friendly car, but actually it isn't!

Koenigsegg Regera
This is a Koenigsegg Regera. It
is the fastest car in the world. It
can go from 0-60 in 2.9
seconds, but it can also go from
0-400 (kph) in 23.65 seconds,
which is a world record! no
gearbox! It has a carbon-fiber
body, which makes it lighter
than metal cars.

It has a carbon-fiber body, which makes it lighter than metal cars, and also has no
gearbox!

Is it good for the environment?
The Regera isn't very eco-friendly, but Koenigsegg are working with
National Electric Vehicle Sweden to develop a new $1.5 million eco-friendly
hyper-car. The founder of the company, Christian von Koenigsegg, wants to
create a super-car that’s ‘completely CO2 neutral’.
Instead of running on a battery the new super-car will use a normal
combustion engine powered by an eco-fuel, like alcohol or grain fuel,
instead of petrol. And it will still be made from carbon-fiber, making it a
'lightweight and speedy' car. It might even be faster than the Regera!

Mohammed Tauseef Mukadam | Osama Badawood
Daniel Singh Landa | Joel Longworth | Raja Rattan

Get Reading!
Aisha recommends some of her favourite books

I believe people should read more as it increases your vocabulary, which will come in
useful for your English Language exams and your English Literature exams, as well as in
life after school! It’s also an amazing leisure activity, as it’s a way of entertaining yourself
whilst learning and looking after your mental health. This is because you won’t be staring
at a screen: blue light from screens keeps you awake at night and dopamine from
notifications is addictive and damages your sleep pattern.
I believe that there is a book in the world for everyone; you just need to find the genre for
you! Here are my recommended for books from all genres. I would give a 5 star rating to
all of them.
Skulduggery Pleasant ~ by Derek Landy
Action & Adventure, Horror, Crime
“Doors are for people with no imagination.”
Caraval ~ by Stephanie Garber
Fantasy, Romance
“Remember it’s only a game…”
How to Hang A Witch ~by Adriana Mather
Supernatural, Romance, Adventure, Horror
“...nothing is going to change unless you make different choices…”
The Wren Hunt ~ by Mary Watson
Adventure, Romance, a little bit of Supernatural.
"Little Wren the Game is just beginning..."
The Cruel Prince ~ by Holly Black
Fantasy, Romance.
"If I cannot be I cannot be better than them I will become so much worse.”

"I believe that there is a book in the
world for everyone"
Percy Jackson Series ~ by Rick Riordan
Action, Adventure, Greek Mythology.
“The world was collapsing and the only thing that mattered to me was that she was alive.”
The Book Thief ~ by Marcus Zusak
Historical Fiction
“The question is, what colour will everything be that moment when I come for you? What
will the sky be saying?”
A Monster Calls ~ by Patrick Ness
Dealing with grief, a little bit of fiction.
“You were merely wishing for the end of pain, the monster said. Your own pain. An end to
how it isolated you. It is the most human wish of all.”
The Raven Boys ~ by Maggie Stiefvater
Supernatural, a little bit of Romance.
“When I’m gone, dream the world. Something new for every night.”
The Choice ~ Edith Eva Eger
Autobiography of a Holocaust survivor.
“Survivors don’t have the time to ask ‘why me?’ For survivors, the only relevant question is
‘what now?’
Yellow Star ~ Jennifer Roy
Biography of a survivor of the ghettos in the Second World War
“We must honour our differences while we find our own courage and our own strength
the best we know how.”

Aisha Mukadam

SCHOOL NOTICES
NEW AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS
ART
Art Club (Years 7-10) - Tuesdays
Art Club (Year 11) - Thursdays

MOVIE CLUB
Thursdays
Library

MUSIC
Drumming Group - Tuesdays

HOMEWORK CLUB
Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays
Library

COMIC

Rokaya Salloo

CONTRIBUTORS
EDITOR - Aisha Mukadam
SUB-EDITOR - Hannah Prophet
DESIGNER - Matylda Banaszewska
WRITERS
Osama Badawood
Jaden Johnson-Davis
Daniel Singh Landa
Joel Longworth
Mohammed Tauseef Mukadam
Meisa Omar
Raja Rattan
Harry Singh
Christopher Unsworth

COMIC ARTIST
Rokaya Salloo
STAFF FACILITATORS
Mr Lee
Miss Winn

THANKS FOR READING!
We'll be back soon with more award-winning news!

