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Curriculum Overview 
 
At Stretford High School we pride ourselves on providing our students with a broad and balanced 
curriculum which is relevant and in the best interests for all our learners. 
 

Subjects your child will be studying  Number of lessons your child will have each week  

English  6 lessons a week  

Maths  6 lessons a week 

Science  4 lessons a week 

Option A  4 lessons a week 

Option B 4 lessons a week 

Option C 4 lessons a week 

PE  2 Lessons a week 

PSHE (EE) 2 lessons a week  

 
We also ensure that an array of extra-curricular activities is on offer to enrich and supplement the 
main curriculum, these can be found on our website stretfordhigh.com 
 

Timings of the school day - The Stretford High School curriculum is organised into a one-
week timetable of 34, forty-five-minute lessons, many of which are timetabled as doubles. This 
structure allows us to offer a broad and balanced curriculum for all our students and sufficient time for 
English, Maths and Science. 
 

Period  Start  End  

Form 8:30 8:45 

1 8:45 9:30 

2 9:30 10:15 

Break: 10:15 - 10:35 

3 10:35 11:20 

4 11:20 12:05 

KS3 Lunch: 12:05 - 12:40 

5 12:40 1:25 

6 1:25 2:10 

7* 
* Monday - students finish at 2.10 

2:10 2:55 
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Getting ready for Formal Assessments  

 

Your child has already completed a lot of their GCSE course content by now and will start to use their 
key learning techniques to help them to succeed in their assessments in January/ February and in formal 
mock assessments at the end of Year 10. As a school we are promoting the ‘Meta’ approach, teaching 
students how to think about how they think and how they approach learning. This is important as it 
makes thinking and learning visible to students, helping your child to become Independent and reflective 
learners. This will really help them when taking their exams in year 11, it will develop resilience to 
overcome learning barriers and a ‘toolkit’ of strategies they can use when faced with a problem. This is 
an excellent life skill to have.  
In our curriculum we have built in time for your child to ‘Plan, Monitor & Evaluate’ their learning so they 
can understand how to use strategies in other contexts or for future problem-solving. We want our 
students to know that they ‘got something wrong’ and be able to tell you ‘why’ or what’ they should do’ 
differently next time to avoid that same issue 

 

Below is a table that you can share with your child, talk to them and see if they are using some of these 
strategies to help themselves with their independent learning.  
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         Independent Learning your child can do 

 

Speak to your child about their current topics and areas of weakness 

• Ask them to review things they do well, recent feedback in class, home learning 
What they need to prioritise 

• Assessments coming up? 
• Need a specific GCSE for college/career? 

Be specific about what they need to do 

• Reading x 

• Synthesising and comparing texts ✔️ 

 

Below are some strategies your child could use to help them learn independently and to get them ready 
for their assessments. These independent skills can be done at home to help them remember key 
skills/knowledge/facts for their assessments. We know that information is lost over time when there is 
no attempt to retain it and so your child needs to find the right strategy for them, that will help them 
retain information.  
 

Plan how you are going to learn independently   

Mind maps Study star Record yourself  

Flashcards Foldables Study partner groups  

Decreasing Circles Storyboards Condensed notes  

Character profiles Post-It-notes Read- cover-recall-check  

Revision videos Acronyms Graphic organisers  

A-Z lists Thinking frames Revision clocks  

Five fingers Audio books Revision timetable  

Jingles & revision songs  Timelines Learning journeys  

 

Create a revision timetable together:  
• Plan in set times and days to revise 
• Spread topics out so that they don’t miss anything 
• Spend more time on priority topics 
• Plan in revision techniques to use so you don’t just sit there thinking about what to do and wasting your 

time 
• Plan in breaks, commitments and leisure times 
• Limit long tasks (essay questions)  
• Use a timetable template if it helps 
• Make it personal to you - don’t just borrow your friend’s  
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English 
What your child is learning in English 

What? This term we’re studying Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol in preparation for their English Literature GCSE. In A 
Christmas Carol we’ll be exploring social justice, poverty and the supernatural in Victorian England. 

How? We’ll analyse how writers use language and structure to present characters, themes and ideas. 
We’ll be working on how to develop our analysis by zooming in on words and applying context and author’s intentions into 
our analysis. 

Why? By looking at texts from the past we can learn about how society worked and empathise with characters and ideas. 
Furthermore, the skills and knowledge developed in this scheme of learning will directly apply to our GCSE in English 
Literature.  

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 Assessment 3 

Task How does Dickens present 
the character of Scrooge in 
Stave 1? January 

Write a description of Victorian 
London at Christmas suggested by 
this picture. Use extract to support, 
look at characterisation through 
language.  February  

Unseen GCSE English 
Literature essay question on 
A Christmas Carol. March  

What they’re 
being assessed 
on 

Maintain a critical style and 
develop an informed personal 
response. 
Analyse the language, form 
and structure used by a 
writer to create meanings 
and effects, using relevant 
subject terminology where 
appropriate.  
Show understanding of the 
relationships between texts 
and the contexts in which 
they were written 

Communicate clearly, effectively 
and imaginatively, selecting and 
adapting  
tone, style and register for different 
forms, purposes and audiences. 
Organise information and ideas, 
using structural and grammatical 
features  
to support coherence and cohesion 
of texts. 
Use a range of vocabulary and 
sentence structures for  
clarity, purpose and effect, with 
accurate spelling and punctuation. 

Maintain a critical style and 
develop an informed personal 
response. 
Make exploratory, critical 
comparisons. 
Analyse the language, form 
and structure used by a 
writer to create meanings 
and effects, using relevant 
subject terminology where 
appropriate.  
Show understanding of the 
texts and the contexts in 
which they were written. 

What 
knowledge do 
they need to 
be successful? 

Who is Scrooge? What does 
he teach us about Victorian 
society? 

What was life like in Victorian 
England? 

What language techniques 
does Dickens use? 

Can you give me examples? 

What do you think of 
Scrooge? 

What language techniques could 
you use in your writing? 

How can you improve your 
vocabulary? 

How should you plan for and 
structure your writing?  

What do you need to work on 
in your analysis? 

How should you approach the 
exam question? 

How should you structure 
your answer? 

Summarise the plot of A 
Christmas Carol. What are the 
key themes and key themes? 

Can you explain the author’s 
intentions for each of the 
texts you’ve studied? 

How you can support your child with their learning 

• Quiz your child on the questions in ‘what knowledge do they need to be successful? At the end of each month.  
Watch A Christmas Carol on YouTube. Ask your child to explain the story to you in their own words or to create a 
storyboard of the plot.  

• Ask your child to show you how they revise using GCSEPod – there are lots of videos on each of the poems and the 
themes and characters in A Christmas Carol – they should be watching pods and creating their own revision 
resources from the information they gather – watch pods together and ask your child questions about what you 
see. 
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Math’s 
Maths Y10 Foundation Term 2         

What your child is learning 

What? This term we’re studying algebra and geometry.How to plot and factorise quadratic expressions, find missing lengths 

and angles of right angle triangles using pythagoras’ theorem and trigonometric ratios. Year 10 will also be solving problems 

involving quadratic equations, Pythagoeras’s theorem and trigonometry.  

How? We develop our students' mathematical skills by differentiating and variating learning in lessons.  Encouraging our 

students to discuss their ideas through talk, and drawing diagrams & tables to represent problems. Incorporate connections 

to the real-world of work also help our students develop mathematical links with knowledge to the skills they need. 

Why? The importance of developing a deeper understanding of maths and applying knowledge and skills to problem-solving 

in learning mathematics comes from the belief that mathematics is primarily about reasoning, not memorisation. Problem-

solving allows students to develop understanding and explain the processes used to arrive at solutions, rather than 

remembering and applying a set of procedures 

How your child will be assessed 

 Assessment 1 Assessment 2 Assessment 3 

Task January February 

 

March 

What 

they’re 

being 

assessed on 

To multiply double brackets, 

plot quadratic graphs, solve 

quadratic equations and 

factorise quadratic expressions. 

To understand Pythagoras’ 

Theorem and trigonometric ratios. 

To apply it to find missing lengths 

and angles of right-angle triangles.  

To describe and perform all four 

types of transformations.  

What 

knowledge 

do they need 

to be 

successful? 

Know how to write algebraic 

expressions. Add and subtract 

positive and negative terms, 

substitute integer and decimal 

values into simple expressions. 

Identify inverse operations for 

algebraic terms. 

Know how to calculate simple 

squares and square roots. Round 

answers to a specified degree of 

accuracy. Identify the sides of a 

right-angle triangle.  

To list the four types of 

transformations. Know the 

number of degrees in fractions 

of a turn. Know the meaning of 

words clockwise and 

anticlockwise. 

Feedback Your child will get written feedback that explains to them what they did well and what they can do to 
improve. 
Your child will get a grade indicating what level they are working at and some whole class feedback 
exploring common misconceptions. 

How you can support your child with their learning 

• Quiz your child on the questions in ‘what knowledge do they need to be successful? At the end of each month’ 

• Encourage your child to watch videos of the topics on Mathswatch.  There are interactive questions that students 
can attempt themselves. Pupils can also download a worksheet from Mathswatch and complete questions. 

• You can encourage your child to look back in their journals and reflect upon their learning.  

• A useful website called www.mathsgenie.co.uk is very valuable when it comes to revising for an end of unit test.  

• Hegarty maths on Youtube is a great way to go over topics that your child would have covered since the start of 
term. Here is the weblink: https://www.youtube.com/c/HEGARTYMATHS  

• You can purchase KS4 Maths revision work books from many online stores and bookshops. Students will be able to 
make notes, complete tasks and use these resources for revision.  

 

 

 

http://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/c/HEGARTYMATHS
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Maths Y10 Intermediate Term 2 

What your child is learning 

What? This term we’re studying algebra, geometry and statistics. How to solve simultaneous equations algebraically and 

graphically, find missing lengths and angles of right-angle triangles using pythagoras’ theorem and trigonometric ratios. Use 

advanced trigonometry to solve complex problems. To draw and interpret advanced statistical diagrams.  

How? We develop our students' mathematical skills by differentiating and variating learning in lessons.  Encouraging our 

students to discuss their ideas through talk, and drawing diagrams & tables to represent problems. Incorporate connections 

to the real-world of work also help our students develop mathematical links with knowledge to the skills they need.  

Why? The importance of developing a deeper understanding of math’s and applying knowledge and skills to problem-solving 

in learning mathematics comes from the belief that mathematics is primarily about reasoning, not memorisation. Problem-

solving allows students to develop understanding and explain the processes used to arrive at solutions, rather than 

remembering and applying a set of procedures 

How your child will be assessed 

 Assessment 1 Assessment 2 Assessment 3 

Task January February March  

What they’re 

being assessed on 

Solve simultaneous 

equations graphically and 

algebraically, recognise and 

draw quadratic functions, 

represent inequalities on 

graphs and solve 

inequalities.  

Understand and apply Pythagoras' 

theorem, understand and use 

trigonometric ratios in right-angles 

triangles to solve problems 

Understand how to find the 

cosine of any angle, find the area 

of a triangle and the segment of 

a circle, use Pythagoras' theorem 

and trigonometry in 3D. To draw 

and interpret cumulative 

frequency tables and diagrams 

and histograms.  

What knowledge 

do they need to 

be successful? 

Write algebraic expressions, 

add and subtract positive 

and negative terms, 

substitute integer and 

decimal values into a simple 

expression, identify inverse 

operations for algebraic 

terms, identify expressions, 

formulae and equations 

from a list. 

Calculate simple squares and square 

roots, round answers to a specified 

degree of accuracy, interpret a surd 

expression shown on the calculator 

display,  

Calculate the area of a triangle 

using (1/2)b × h. Know the 

formula for calculating the area 

of a circle. Know the exact values 

of tan  θ for θ = 30°, 45° , 60°. 

Continuous data and frequency 

tables. Find the median of a data 

set. 

Feedback Your child will get written feedback that explains to them what they did well and what they can do to 
improve 
Your child will get a grade indicating what level they are working at and some whole class feedback 
exploring common misconceptions 

How you can support your child with their learning 

• Quiz your child on the questions in ‘what knowledge do they need to be successful? At the end of each month’ 

• Encourage your child to watch videos of the topics on Mathswatch.  There are interactive questions that students 
can attempt themselves. Pupils can also download a worksheet from Mathswatch and complete questions. 

• You can encourage your child to look back in their journals and reflect upon their learning.  

• A useful websites called www.mathsgenie.co.uk is very valuable when it comes to revising for an end of unit test.  

• Hegarty maths on Youtube is a great way to go over topics that your child would have covered since the start of 
term. Here is the weblink: https://www.youtube.com/c/HEGARTYMATHS  

• You can purchase KS4 Maths revision work books from many online stores and bookshops. Students will be able to 
make notes, complete tasks and use these resources for revision.  

 

http://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/c/HEGARTYMATHS
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Maths Y10 Higher Term 2 

What your child is learning 

What? This term we’re studying algebra, advanced geometry and statistics.  How to solve linear and quadratic simultaneous 

equations algebraically and graphically, find missing lengths and angles of right angle triangles using pythagoras’ theorem 

and trigonometric ratios. Use advanced trigonometry to solve complex problems involving non right angle triangles. To draw 

and interpret advanced statistical diagrams.  

How? We develop our students' mathematical skills by differentiating and variating learning in lessons.  Encouraging our 

students to discuss their ideas through talk, and drawing diagrams & tables to represent problems. Incorporate connections 

to the real-world of work also help our students develop mathematical links with knowledge to the skills they need. 

Why? The importance of developing a deeper understanding of maths and applying knowledge and skills to problem-solving 

in learning mathematics comes from the belief that mathematics is primarily about reasoning, not memorisation. Problem-

solving allows students to develop understanding and explain the processes used to arrive at solutions, rather than 

remembering and applying a set of procedures 

How your child will be assessed 

 Assessment 1 Assessment 2 Assessment 3 

Task January February March 

What they’re 

being assessed 

on 

Solve linear and quadratic 

simultaneous equations 

graphically and algebraically, 

recognise and draw quadratic, 

cubic, reciprocal functions, 

represent linear and quadratic 

inequalities on graphs and solve 

inequalities.  

Understand and use upper and 

lower bounds in calculations 

involving trigonometry, use 

pythagoras' theorem to find 

missing sides of triangles, use the 

trigonometric ratios to missing 

sides and angles of right-angle 

triangles, use sine and cosine rule 

to find the sides and angles of non-

right-angle triangles  

To draw and transform 

trigonometric graphs, recognise 

how changes in a function 

affect trigonometric graphs, 

draw and interpret histograms.  

What 

knowledge do 

they need to be 

successful? 

Solve linear and quadratic 

equations, solve inequalities, 

show inequalities on a number 

line and as set notation, know 

where a graph will cross the x-

axis, identify inverse operations 

for algebraic terms.  

Find upper and lower bounds of a 

given measurement, Know the 

exact values of sin, use Pythagoras’ 

Theorem and know how to use the 

Sin function to find sides and 

angles of a right-angle triangle.  

Reflect and rotate a coordinate 

point, Know the exact values of 

sin θ and cos θ, continuous data 

and frequency tables, to find 

the median of a data set, plot 

coordinates and draw graphs 

from coordinates. 

Feedback Your child will get written feedback that explains to them what they did well and what they can do to 

improve 

Your child will get a grade indicating what level they are working at and some whole class feedback 

exploring common misconceptions 

How you can support your child with their learning 

• Quiz your child on the questions in ‘what knowledge do they need to be successful? At the end of each month’ 

• Encourage your child to watch videos of the topics on Mathswatch.  There are interactive questions that students 
can attempt themselves. Pupils can also download a worksheet from Mathswatch and complete questions. 

• You can encourage your child to look back in their journals and reflect upon their learning.  

• A useful websites called www.mathsgenie.co.uk is very valuable when it comes to revising for an end of unit test.  

• Hegarty maths on Youtube is a great way to go over topics that your child would have covered since the start of 
term. Here is the weblink: https://www.youtube.com/c/HEGARTYMATHS  

• You can purchase KS4 Maths revision work books from many online stores and bookshops. Students will be able to 
make notes, complete tasks and use these resources for revision.  

http://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/c/HEGARTYMATHS
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Science Combined  
What your child is learning 

What? This term we’re studying P2 - Electricity, C4 - Chemical Changes 

We’ll be exploring the concept of neutralisation, the reactivity series, acids/alkalis, the pH scale, reactions of acids, 
extraction of metals, as well as the laws/calculations associated with electrical circuits. 

How? We’ll observe, analyse and investigate through practical enquiry to problem-solve and further explore neutralisation, 
the reactivity series, acids/alkalis, the pH scale, reactions of acids, extraction of metals, and electrical circuits. 

Why? Understanding neutralisation, the reactivity series, reactions of metals/acids and electricity is the key to 
understanding the functions of the modern world. Furthermore, the skills and knowledge developed in this scheme of 
learning will be assessed as part of the Combined Science and Triple Science GCSE courses. 

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 Assessment 3 

Task Paper 1 Biology PR1 Assessment 
January 

Unit: P2 - Electricity February  Unit: C4 - Chemical Changes 
Review March 

What they’re 
being assessed 
on 

To apply their knowledge of B1 - 
Cell Biology, B2 - Organisation, B3 
- Infection and Response, B4 - 
Bioenergetics 

To apply their knowledge of 
current, potential difference, 
resistance, power, 
series/parallel circuits, Ohm’s 
law, circuit symbols and the 
national grid  

To apply their knowledge of 
the reactivity series, metal 
oxides, the pH scale, acids, 
reactions of acids, electrolysis 
and extraction of metals 

What 
knowledge do 
they need to be 
successful? 

They will need to be able to show 
an understanding of the key 
concepts of B1 - Cell Biology, B2 - 
Organisation, B3 - Infection and 
Response, B4 - Bioenergetics 

 

  

They will need to be able to: 
Define charge, potential 
difference, resistance, current, 
transformer, power 

Describe the functions of 
electrical components, the 
national grid and how to 
sketch/set up circuits 

Explain Ohm’s law, the national 
grid, and how to calculate 
current, potential difference, 
resistance, power and charge  

They will need to be able to: 
Define acid, base, alkali, metal 
oxide, electrolysis, ore, 
electrolyte, electrode, 
cathode, anode, 
neutralisation 

Describe the reactions of 
acids, the pH scale and the 
reactivity series 

Explain the process of 
electrolysis and neutralisation 
reactions 

 

How you can support your child with their learning 

• Quiz your child on the topics in ‘what knowledge do they need to be successful?’ at the end of each month using 
their revision guides or flash cards 

• Watch Fuse School and Free Science Lessons videos on YouTube. Ask your child to explain the key points of each 
video and create of mind map of the content. 

• Ask your child to set themselves a short quiz on Educake or GCSEpod for each unit of work, and ask them to 
summarise what they have learnt in a mind map or as flash cards. 

• Ask your child to write a review of each unit of work. They should summarise the key concepts of each unit and 
make links to other units of work where they can. Read their review and ask them about it. 
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Science Triple  
What your child is learning 

What? This term we’re studying B2 – Organisation, C4 - Chemical Changes 

We’ll be exploring human/plant organ systems, the organisation of living organisms, the heart and respiratory system, 
reactions of metals and acids, electrolysis, and neutralisation. 

How? We’ll observe, analyse and investigate through practical enquiry to problem-solve and further explore the 
organisation of living organisms, organ systems, the heart, reactions of metals and acids, electrolysis and neutralisation. 

Why? Understanding the makeup of living organisms, organ systems, reactions of metals/acids and electrolysis is the key to 
understanding the functions of the modern world. Furthermore, the skills and knowledge developed in this scheme of 
learning will be assessed as part of the Combined Science and Triple Science GCSE courses. 

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 Assessment 3 

Task Paper 1 Biology and Physics PR1 
Assessment January 

Unit: B2 – Organisation 
Review February 

Unit: C4 - Chemical Changes 
Review March 

What they’re 
being assessed 
on 

To apply their knowledge of B1 - Cell 
Biology, B2 - Organisation, B3 - 
Infection and Response, B4 - 
Bioenergetics 

P1 - Energy, P2 - Electricity, P3 - 
Particle Model of Matter, P4 - Atomic 
Structure  

To describe, explain and 
analyse the fundamental 
organ systems that plants 
and humans require to 
function. They will need to 
understand enzymes and 
their function 

To apply their knowledge of 
the reactivity series, metal 
oxides, the pH scale, acids, 
reactions of acids, titrations, 
electrolysis and extraction 
of metals 

What 
knowledge do 
they need to 
be successful? 

They will need to be able to show an 
understanding of the key concepts of 
B1 - Cell Biology, B2 - Organisation, B3 
- Infection and Response, B4 - 
Bioenergetics, P1 - Energy, P2 - 
Electricity, P3 - Particle Model of 
Matter, P4 - Atomic Structure  
 

 

  

They will need to be able to: 
Define organ, organ system, 
tissue, enzyme 

State the functions of cells, 
tissues, enzymes, organs and 
organ systems 

Explain the adaptations of 
tissues, organs and organ 
systems 

Explain the adaptations and 
functions of plant tissues and 
organs  

They will need to be able to: 
Define weak/strong acid, 
base, alkali, metal oxide, 
electrolysis, ore, electrolyte, 
electrode, cathode, anode, 
neutralisation 

Describe the reactions of 
acids, the pH scale and the 
reactivity series 

Explain the process of 
electrolysis and 
neutralisation reactions 

 

How you can support your child with their learning 

• Quiz your child on the topics in ‘what knowledge do they need to be successful?’ at the end of each month using 
their revision guides or flash cards 

• Watch Fuse School and Free Science Lessons videos on YouTube. Ask your child to explain the key points of each 
video and create of mind map of the content. 

• Ask your child to set themselves a short quiz on Educake or GCSEpod for each unit of work, and ask them to 
summarise what they have learnt in a mind map or as flash cards. 

• Ask your child to write a review of each unit of work. They should summarise the key concepts of each unit and 
make links to other units of work where they can. Read their review and ask them about it. 
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Geography 
What your child is learning? 

What? Your child will be completing their second unit of the AQA GCSE Geography curriculum. Pupils will be learning about 
Urban issues, they will begin with urbanisation around the world before moving on to urban change in LIC cities and the UK 
and finally looking at sustainable development within cities. Pupils will focus predominantly on two cities, Mumbai in India 
and Manchester in the UK.  

How? Pupils will be analysing patterns of natural hazards across the world using maps and graphs. Pupils will learn to 
categorise and sort information as well as be able to apply this to places they haven’t studied. Pupils will use maps to describe 
locations of places, they will also use maps to show how places have changed over time.   

Why? More people live in cities today than ever have before and its estimated that by 2030 over 75% of the world’s 
population will live in cities. It is important that pupils are aware of the opportunities and challenges people living in cities 
face and how they are likely to change in the future.  Knowledge gained here will be foundational for further study in year 
11. 

How your child will be assessed? 
 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 
Task 

  

What they’re 
being assessed on 

Pupils will be assessed on everything they have 
learnt so far on urban issues, there will be some 
questions linked to hazards from the last 
module.   

This will assess all knowledge gained through 
the Hazards and Urban units. Students will 
need to have learnt case studies for 
earthquakes, UK weather and a Tropical 
Storm.  

 
It will resemble a mock GCSE paper and will be 
45 marks. The paper will be two parts of a 
previous exam paper and will be 45 minutes.  

What knowledge 
do they need to be 
successful? 

Urban Issues 
• Changing patterns of urbanisation 

• LIC example – Mumbai  

• UK example – Manchester 

• Sustainable urban environments 

Everything from Hazards and Urban Issues   

Feedback Your child will get written feedback that explains 
to them what they did well and what they can do 
to improve. 

Your child will get written feedback that 
explains to them what they did well and a 
grade that they achieved.  

 
How you can support your child with their learning? 

• Encourage your child  to use their provided revision books to begin quizzing their knowledge and producing 
resources at the end of each key unit.   Support them to retain and embed knowledge by quizzing them using their 
revision guide. 

• Encourage your child to complete home learning activities to the highest standard 

• Discuss what they have learnt in their geography lessons. What surprised them? What would they like to learn 
more about? 
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History  
What your child is learning? 

What? We are currently studying our Thematic Study; Changes in Crime & Punishment in Britain c.500 to Present Day. This 
option focuses thematically on the main trends in the history of crime and punishment in Britain from c.500 to the present 
day. Students will consider the causes and types of crime, law enforcement, combating and punishment of crime and 
changing attitudes towards crime and punishment over time. These themes will also cover major political, social, economic 
and cultural perspectives which have contributed to the development of both crime and punishment. As part of this student, 
students will also study a specific historical environment, and its significance. For Year 10 this year, the chosen environment 
in Lincoln Castle 

How? Each lesson pupils have the opportunity to deepen their knowledge and understanding as well as mastering their 
historical skills. These include analysing source material, describing and explaining key issues, and exploring issues of change, 
continuity, significance and turning points 

Why? The History curriculum helps our students develop a number of skills - including respect, empathy, tolerance, helping 
them to dispel their own misconceptions and allowing them to develop their critical thinking. 

How your child will be assessed? 
 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 
Task Germany in Transition Exam Paper, completed in 

lesson 
January 

16-mark question on Enforcing Law and Order 
April  

What they’re 
being assessed 
on? 

Students are assessed on their application of 
knowledge and source skills,   

Pupils will be assessed on their ability to 
demonstrate retention of core knowledge and 
application of key skills, focusing specifically 
on change and continuity 

What knowledge 
do they need to 
be successful? 

• Impact of the First World War 

• Recovery of Weimar 

• End of the Weimar Republic 

• Consolidation of Power 

• Nazi Economic, Social and Racial Policy 

• Terror and Persuasion 

• Hitler’s Foreign Policy 

• Enforcing Law and Order 

Feedback Pupils will get written feedback that explains to 
them what they did well and what they can do to 
improve. They will be given dedicated time to 
reflect and improve their work. 

Pupils will get written feedback that explains 
to them what they did well and what they can 
do to improve. They will be given dedicated 
time to reflect and improve their work.  

 
How you can support your child with their learning? 

• Discuss what they have learnt in their History lessons. What surprised them? What did they enjoy?  

• Ensure that they are conscientious and active in their approach to each piece home learning 

• Encourage your child to enrich their learning by reading further about each individual or event they have studied 
in History, using the school library or online 

• Utilise GCSE pod to aid knowledge retention 
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RE 
What your child is learning? 

What? This term we’re studying both Islam Practices and Christian Beliefs.  

How? Each lesson pupils will have the opportunity to explore the key Islamic Practices and the impact they have a Muslims 
life. We will begin exploring key Christian Beliefs and applying these beliefs to evaluative questions and answers.  

Why? This scheme of learning will provide pupils with a greater understanding of key Christian beliefs, it will also support 
their understanding of the Christian attitudes of the topical issues which we will study in year 11.  

How your child will be assessed? 
 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 
Task Islam Practices  

Summative assessment Islam practices  

Christian Beliefs 
Baseline: 12 marker  

What they’re being 
assessed on? 

Pupils will be assessed on their ability to Identify 
and explain key practices in Islam.  
Explain the key teachings and importance of 
these practices today.  
To write a fully developed essay which is 
supported by relevant points, with a clear strand 
of argument throughout following the 
assessment criteria.  

Pupils will be assessed on their ability to 
Identify and explain key beliefs of the Nature 
of God in Christianity. 
Explain the Christian understanding of the 
Nature of God and how we can better 
understand God through these qualities.  
To write a fully developed essay which is 
supported by relevant teachings and following 
the assessment criteria.    

What knowledge 
do they need to be 
successful? 

Pupils will be assessed on their knowledge of the 
following:  
The Shahadah, Salah and the Jummah prayer, 
Sawm, Zakkah, Hajj and its significance, Jihad, 
Fesitval of Eid-ul Adha and ul-Fitr, Ashura and 
the Ten Obligatory Acts of Shia Islam.  

Pupils will be assessed on their knowledge of 
the following:  
Pupils will need to draw up on the knowledge 
of the Nature of God in Christianity and to 
evaluate the importance of the different 
understandings of God.   

Feedback Your child will get a grade indicating what level 
they’re working at. They will also get written 
feedback that explains to them what they did 
well and what they can do to improve 

Your child will get written feedback that 
explains to them what they did well and what 
they can do to improve 

 
How you can support your child with their learning? 

• Quiz your child on the questions in ‘what knowledge do they need to be successful? At the end of each month’ 

• Ensure that they are conscientious in their approach to every home learning 

• Encourage your child to read further around they have studied in RE, using the school library or online 

• Support them to retain and embed knowledge by quizzing them using their revision guide and class book. 
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Psychology 
What your child is learning? 

What? This term we’re studying psychological problems.  

How? Each lesson pupils will have the opportunity to explore theories which explain the prevalence and incidence of mental 
health problems, how they are classified and the potential stigma/discrimination suffered by people. Pupils will explore the 
possible causes and cures for schizophrenia and depression. 

Why? This scheme of learning will provide pupils with a greater understanding of the role of neuropsychology and the 
environmental causes of mental health problems. It will also give students an opportunity to learn about key research 
methods and the reductionism versus holism debate. 

How your child will be assessed? 
 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 

Task Faulty brain structure and dopamine hypothesis. 
February 

Criminology, research methods and 
Psychological problems. 
March 

What they’re 
being assessed 
on? 

Pupils will be assessed on their ability to identify, 
explain and evaluate the faulty brain structure and 
dopamine hypothesis theories. 

Pupils will be assessed on their ability to 
identify, explain and evaluate content from 
three units of work. 

What knowledge 
do they need to 
be successful? 

Pupils will be assessed on their knowledge of the 
following:  

 
Relevant parts of the brain, their function, how they 
will be different compared to a normal brain, effect 
on a person suffering from schizophrenia and 
application of nature versus nurture and 
reductionism versus holism debate. 

Pupils will be assessed on their knowledge 
of the following:  

 
Criminology including key concepts, 
theories, studies and how to reduce crime. 
Research methods including how to plan an 
experiment including hypothesis, 
experiment design, sampling, validity, 
reliability and ethical issues. 
Psychological problems including key 
concepts, theories, studies and applications 
including the application of research.  

Feedback Your child will get written feedback that explains to 
them what they did well and what they can do to 
improve. 

Your child will get a grade indicating what 
level they’re working at. They will also get 
written feedback that explains to them 
what they did well and what they can do to 
improve. 

 
How you can support your child with their learning? 

• Quiz your child on the questions in ‘what knowledge do they need to be successful? At the end of each month’ 
using the knowledge organiser and mnemonics 

• Encourage your child to regularly test their knowledge after revising in small chunks  

• Ensure that they are conscientious in their approach to every home learning  

• Encourage your child to read further around they have studied in Psychology, using the school library or online 
using the youtube videos they already have access to 

• Ensure they attend the planned intervention sessions 

• Support them to retain and embed knowledge by quizzing them using their revision guide 
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Sociology  
What your child is learning? 

What? This term we’re completing our study of ‘families’ and beginning a new unit of work on ‘education’. 

How? Each lesson pupils will have the opportunity to explore key sociological concepts, sociological perspectives such as 
functionalism, marxism and feminism and how the family and education setting operates as an institution, how it socialises 
individuals, and how the concept of the family and education has changed over time. 

Why? This scheme of learning will provide pupils with an understanding of sociological concepts that will enrich their 
understanding of the society in which they live. It will also provide students with the opportunity to understand the role that 
families play in our society, as well as learning about the nature versus nurture debate. 

How your child will be assessed? 
 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 

Task End of unit assessment - key concepts and families 
October 

What is conflict and consensus views of 
education 
December  

What they’re 
being assessed 
on? 

Pupils will be assessed on their ability to identify, explain 
and evaluate content from two units of work - key 
concepts and families. 

Pupils will be assessed on their ability 
to identify, explain and evaluate 
content from the key sociological 
theories. 

What knowledge 
do they need to 
be successful? 

Pupils will be assessed on their knowledge of the 
following:  

 
Key sociological concepts, including: norms, values, 
deviation, ascribed and achieved status and agents of 
socialisation. Students will also be assessed on their 
understanding of the nature versus nurture debate using 
case studies of feral children. 

 
Families: the different family types, family diversity, 
changes in marriage patterns, changes in marital roles, 
conflict and consensus theories regarding families 

Pupils will be assessed on their 
knowledge of the following theories 
views regarding education:  

 

 
• Functionalism 

• Marxism 

• Feminism 

• The New Right  

Feedback Your child will receive a grade indicating what level 
they’re currently working at. They will also get written 
feedback that explains to them what they did well and 
what they can do to improve. 

Your child will get written feedback 
that explains to them what they did 
well and what they can do to improve. 

 
How you can support your child with their learning? 

• Encourage your child to bring their folders home for regular revision 

• Quiz your child on the questions in ‘what knowledge do they need to be successful? At the end of each month’ 
using their folder and revision resources 

• Encourage your child to regularly test their knowledge after revising in small chunks  

• Ensure that they are conscientious in their approach to every home learning  

• Encourage your child to read further around they have studied in Sociology, using the school library or online using 
the youtube videos they already have access to 

• Ensure they attend the planned intervention sessions 

• Support them to retain and embed knowledge by quizzing them using their revision guide 
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French  
What your child is learning 

What? This term we’re studying Module 3 (Festivals and celebrations) and Module 4 (town and local area).  

How? We will explore the modules by learning the key vocabulary and core grammar concept for the relevant unit each 
week. We will consolidate the key information through the four skills of speaking, listening, reading, and writing every 
lesson. We will conduct a mid-point review half way through module 4 based on the writing skill and sit mock exams after 
completing module 5; your child will receive meaningful strengths and areas for development from their teacher in 
preparation for the summative/ mock assessments. 

Why? Understanding culture in the Francophone world is key to understanding the French language. Students can compare 
their festivals/ celebrations and town and area with francophone towns. Furthermore, students can also develop their 
knowledge of typical francophone holiday destinations and activities you can do there. 

How your child will be assessed 

  Assessment 1 Assessment 2 

Task Module 3 Summative Assessment  
February 

Module 4 Summative Assessment  
April 

What they’re 
being assessed 
on 

The key knowledge and core concepts from 
Module 3 through the skills of listening, reading, 
speaking & writing 

The key knowledge and core concepts from 
Module 4 through the skills of listening, reading, 
speaking & writing 

What 
knowledge do 
they need to be 
successful? 

The key vocabulary and core grammar concepts 
encapsulated on the knowledge organiser -
activity vocabulary, clothes vocabulary, colours, 
adjective agreements, question words, opinion 
phrases, negative structures, past and future 
tenses. 

The key vocabulary and core grammar concepts 
encapsulated on the knowledge organiser - 
places in town vocabulary, directions, 
superlatives, weather phrases, question words, 
opinion phrases, adjectives, negative structures 
and future tense. 

Feedback Your child will receive a summative mark 
indicating their current working grade that also 
links back to the personalised feedback given as 
part of the mid-point review; whole class 
misconceptions will also be addressed 

Your child will receive a summative mark 
indicating their current working grade that also 
links back to the personalised feedback given as 
part of the mid-point review; whole class 
misconceptions will also be addressed 

 How you can support your child with their learning 

• Help your child to learn the key vocabulary and core grammar concepts listed on the module knowledge 
organiser (accessible through Google Classroom) via lists, pictures, flashcards and mnemonics. 

• Quiz them on the new words they have learnt each week. 

• Aid your child in the submission of their Question of the Week each week that articulates their learning of the 
foreign language in English. 

• Check that your child is regularly accessing their online Seneca tasks to apply their learning in a different 
context 

• Listen to your child read aloud their answers they have prepared for their speaking exam.Watch videos on 
youtube explaining how to use the past (preterite), present and (near) future tenses in French and ask your 
child to explain how to form them in their own words 
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Spanish   

What your child is learning 

What? This term we’re studying Module 3 (My people) & Module 4 (Interests).  

How? We will explore the modules by learning the key vocabulary and core grammar concept for the relevant unit each 
week. We will consolidate the key information through the four skills of speaking, listening, reading, and writing every 
lesson. We will conduct a mid-point review half way through each module based on the writing skill; your child will receive 
meaningful strengths and areas for development from their teacher in preparation for the summative assessment. The film 
project will be explored through a variety of interactive, collaborative and engaging activities. 

Why? Learning to describe interests and people is key to the students’ engagement with those around them on a national 
and international scale. By exploring free time activities and physical and personality adjectives, students can learn a range 
of interesting and topical vocabulary in Spanish which will be useful for their GCSE exam and both their personal life and 
career.  

How your child will be assessed 

  Assessment 1 Assessment 2 

Task Module 3 Summative Assessment  
February 

Module 4 Summative Assessment 
April 
  

What they’re 
being assessed 
on 

The key knowledge and core concepts from Module 
3 through the skills of listening, reading, speaking & 
writing 

The key knowledge and core concepts from 
Module 4 through the skills of listening, 
reading, speaking & writing  

What 
knowledge do 
they need to be 
successful? 

The key vocabulary and core grammar concepts 
encapsulated on the knowledge organiser - family 
members, ser/estar verbs, reflexive verbs, possessive 
adjectives, reading preferences vocabulary, present 
continuous, physical description vocabulary and 
“para + infinitive” 

The key vocabulary and core grammar 
concepts encapsulated on the knowledge 
organiser - free-time activities, TV 
programmes & films, sports, types of 
entertainment, suelo + infinitive, imperfect 
and perfect tenses. 

Feedback Your child will receive a summative mark indicating 
their current working grade that also links back to 
the personalised feedback given as part of the mid-
point review; whole class misconceptions will also be 
addressed 

Your child will receive a summative mark 
indicating their current working grade that 
also links back to the personalised feedback 
given as part of the mid-point review; whole 
class misconceptions will also be addressed 

How you can support your child with their learning 

• Help your child to learn the key vocabulary and core grammar concepts listed on the module knowledge 
organiser (accessible through Google Classroom) via lists, pictures, flashcards and mnemonics 

• Quiz them on the new words they have learnt each week 

• Aid your child in the submission of their Question of the Week each week that articulates their learning of the 
foreign language in English 

• Check that your child is regularly accessing their online Seneca tasks to apply their learning in a different 
context 

• Watch videos on youtube explaining how to use the perfect, imperfect and present continuous tense in 
Spanish and ask your child to explain how to form each one in their own words 
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Urdu 
What your child is learning 

What? This term we’re studying Module 3 (Free time) & Module 4 (Town and Home).  

How? We will explore the modules by learning the key vocabulary and core grammar concept for the relevant unit each week. We 
will consolidate the key information through the four skills of speaking, listening, reading, and writing every lesson. We will 
conduct a mid-point review half way through module 3 and module 4 ; your child will receive meaningful strengths and areas for 
development from their teacher in preparation for the summative/ mock assessments. 

Why? Exploring the environment in which we spent most of our time, school, is fundamental to our understanding of who we are 
and to our engagement with society on a local, national and global scale. Understanding culture in the Urdu-speaking world is key 
to understanding the Urdu language. Students can compare their lifestyle and hobbies with the ones around the world.  

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 

Task Module 1 Summative Assessment   
October 

Module 2 Summative Assessment  
December   

What they’re 
being assessed 
on 

The key knowledge and core concepts from 
Module 3 through the skills of listening and 
reading 

The key knowledge and core concepts from 
Module 4 through the skills of listening and 
reading 

What knowledge 
do they need to 
be successful? 

The key vocabulary and core grammar concepts 
encapsulated on the knowledge organiser - 
talking about socialising and family, sports, 
activities, hobbies, interests, time phrases, 
opinions with reasons  

The key vocabulary and core grammar concepts 
encapsulated on the knowledge organiser - 
describe a town or city, activity phrases, tourism 
activities, discussing how a place has changed 
over time  

Feedback Your child will receive a summative mark 
indicating their current working grade that also 
links back to the personalised feedback given as 
part of the mid-point review; whole class 
misconceptions will also be addressed 

Your child will receive a summative mark 
indicating their current working grade that also 
links back to the personalised feedback given as 
part of the mid-point review; whole class 
misconceptions will also be addressed 

 

How you can support your child with their learning 

• Help your child to learn the key vocabulary and core grammar concepts listed on the module knowledge organiser 
(accessible through Google Classroom) via lists, pictures, flashcards and mnemonics  

• Quiz them on the new words they have learnt each week  

• Aid your child in the submission of their Question of the Week each week that articulates their learning of the 
foreign language in English  

• Check that your child is regularly accessing their online tasks to apply their learning in a different context  

• Watch videos on youtube explaining how to use the negative and the comparative in Urdu and ask your child to 
explain how to form each one in their own words 
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PE GCSE  
What your child is learning 

What? Alongside practical sport your child will be learning about Movement Analysis and Socio-cultural Influences. 

How? We’ll build knowledge and understanding of basic lever systems, planes and axis whilst applying them to different 
sporting scenarios and ensuring that previous anatomy knowledge is interleaved through this process. We will then move 
through to socio-cultural influences and pick out real life examples of barriers and initiatives that improve participation for 
different socio-economic groups. 

Why? These two units allow us to understand why the body moves in the way it does and why we play what we play. 
Whether it depends on background, gender, religion or economic situations this allows us to support groups in different 
ways. 

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1 - 
Baseline  

Assessment 2 – Mid-point 
Assessment 

Assessment – Socio-cultural 
influences 

Task Multiple choice test 
to assess current 
knowledge 

September 

A range of multiple choice, short 
answer questions and extended 
answer questions 

October  

End of unit exam, encompassing all 
types of questions 

 December 

What they’re being 
assessed on 

Their knowledge and understanding of each topic 

 

Their ability to apply knowledge to specific sporting examples 

 

Their ability to explain, analyse, justify, compare or evaluate depending on the topic below  
What knowledge do 
they need to be 
successful? 

Knowledge of the 
different levers, 
planes and axis. 
 

Levers 

Planes 

Axis 

Muscles  
Bones 

Tendons  

Understanding of how 
background can impact reasons 
for participation 

 

Gender 
Race 

Religion 

Economic factors 

Disability  

An understanding of all that has 
been taught throughout the unit 
along with deeper knowledge on: 
 

Ways to overcome barriers. 
The roles of different governing 
bodies in tackling under 
representation. 
How performance enhancing drugs 
can impact an athlete. 

Feedback Your child will get written feedback that explains to them what they did well and what they can 
do to improve. Your child will get a grade indicating what level they are working at and some 
whole class feedback exploring common misconceptions 

How you can support your child with their learning 

• Quiz your child on the questions in ‘what knowledge do they need to be successful? At the end of each month’ 

• Ask your child to recall the basic lists of barriers to participation, how to label basic levers and how to categorise 
planes and axis. 

• Offer yourself up as a human model for labelling! 

• If you are watching sport on TV, discuss in the half time breaks how the body is moving or the potential reasons 
why certain athletes have become professionals in those specific sports. 

• A few useful websites are https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/znyb4wx (Pick the AQA tab) 

• https://www.senecalearning.com/ (Sign up and go through AQA GCSE units) 
 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/znyb4wx
https://www.senecalearning.com/
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PE CORE  
What your child is learning 

What? Students are given the choice to select their path and the way in which they want to enjoy PE. A range of sports are 
provided weekly, and students take part in the sport that they would like to play the most. This is all dependent on staff to 
student ratios, but we do attempt to accommodate as many sports as possible. 

How? Students are encouraged to discuss between them to form groups that would like to play certain sports. We 
encourage them to do this in advance, this means we can assign staff to sports early and try to form a good environment 
for the students to build their small community. 

Why?. Giving the students the choice to select the way in which they want to be active will ensure that they have more 
ownership over their health. Running PE in this way also pays attention to the social element of health, as connection with 
others is key. We still ensure that we encourage students to form good habits that will lead to lifelong enjoyment. 
However, the onus is certainly on the student to take charge of this. 

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessments Sports & Topics 

Task Students are offered their choice of activity during their core 
PE sessions. The only restricting factors are numbers and 
available staff. If there are enough and we have the staff then 
the sport is offered! 

The range of sports are selected 
from the list below; this is 
dependent on student voice and 
the professional opinion of the 
teacher. 

What they’re 
being assessed 
on 

Head – their ability to learn how to structure games and 
tournaments while following game play rules. 
 

Hands – their ability to perform skills in competitive 
situations whilst picking out personal strengths and 
weaknesses. This may see the student placing conditions on 
their own game to improve. 
 

Heart – their ability to lead and make good, kind choices. We 
look for the students that want to help others and for those 
that are trying to build resilience in challenging situations. 

Badminton 

Fitness Centre 

Dodgeball 
Softball 
Dance 

Netball 
Handball  
Basketball 
Football 
Cricket 
Athletics 

Outdoor Adventurous 
Opportunities 

What knowledge 
do they need to 
be successful? 

How to set up any competitive game to allow for fair 
competition. 
 

How to regulate themselves as a group to ensure that game 
play is fair and equal.  
 

How to assess their own strengths and weaknesses to ensure 
that practical improvement can still be made. 

Understanding of key rules and 
regulations 

 

Knowledge of tournament-based 
play and how it progresses 

  

Feedback Your child will receive ongoing verbal feedback on their 
performance, and they will receive a progress review level 
throughout the year of either a bronze, silver, gold or 
platinum. The assessment grid that we use considers all 3 
aspects from the ‘Head, Hands, Heart’ explanations above. 

Verbal feedback on rules and 
engagement is given lesson by 
lesson. 

 

How you can support your child with their learning 

 

• Watch YouTube videos on the rules of each sport – this will allow your child to make better decisions in 
competitive situations. 

• Ask your child how they think they can improve from the ‘Head, Hands, Heart’ information above. 

• Encourage your child to attend extracurricular clubs to ensure that they build exercise into their week as a habit. 

• Encourage your child to exercise at least 2 other times a week outside of PE. This will hopefully build good habits 
and ensure that activity is part of their life for a long time. 
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Design Technology 
What your child is learning in Design and Technology 

What? Our GCSE Design and Technology specification sets out the knowledge, understanding and skills required to 
undertake the iterative design process of exploring, creating and evaluating. The majority of the specification will be 
delivered through the practical application of this knowledge and understanding. 

How? We will have a mixture of practical and theoretical lessons in order to cover all of the content.  The course allows 
students to study core technical and designing and making principles, including a broad range of design processes, 
materials techniques and equipment. They will also have the opportunity to study specialist technical principles in greater 
depth. 

Why? Design and Technology will prepare students to participate confidently and successfully in an increasingly 
technological world. Students will gain awareness and learn from wider influences on Design and Technology including 
historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic factors. Students will get the opportunity to work creatively when 
designing and making and apply technical and practical expertise. 

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 Assessment 3 

Task Baseline Assessment Mini Contextual Analysis Summative Assessment  
(Exam Questions) 

What they’re 
being 
assessed on 

Students will answer a range 
of questions which include 
multiple choice questions, 
drawing tasks and longer 
response questions. This will 
be used to assess their 
current knowledge of the 
topics that will be covered 
during the term.  

Students' work should consist of an 
investigation into a contextual 
challenge, defining the needs and 
wants of the user and include 
relevant research to produce a 
design brief and specification. 
Students should generate design 
ideas with flair and creativity and 
develop these to create a final 
design solution (including 
modelling). 

Students will answer a range of 
questions which include 
multiple choice questions, 
drawing tasks and longer 
response questions. This will be 
used to assess their knowledge 
of the specific Design and 
Technology topics covered 
throughout the project. 

What 
knowledge 
do they need 
to be 
successful? 

Sources, origins and 
properties of: 
 

1) Papers and boards 
2) Natural and manufactured 
timbers 
3) Metals and alloys 
4) Polymers 
5) Textiles 

 

AND: 
Common specialist technical 
principles 
Electronic Systems 

Students should understand what 
the iterative design process is and 
how it helps to create better 
outcomes.  
Hand sketching 

Design development 
Shading and rendering 

Designing using CAD (tinker CAD for 
3D printing or 2D design for laser 
cutting) 

Students will be assessed on 
their knowledge of selection of 
materials and components, 
working with, commercial 
manufacturing and quality 
control for the following 
materials: 
1) Papers and boards 
2) Natural and manufactured 
timbers 
3) Metals and alloys 
4) Polymers 
5) Textiles 

AND: 
Common specialist technical 
principles 
Electronic Systems  

Feedback Students will receive written 
feedback on this assessment. 

Students will receive written and 
verbal feedback on this assessment. 

Students will receive written 
feedback on this assessment. 

 
How you can support your child with their learning 

• Ensure they complete all home learning tasks. 

• Encourage your child to look back through their classwork and reflect upon their learning. 

• Know where they are up to and have regular conversations with your child regarding their progress. 

• Encourage them to design, sketch, make and read for pleasure. 
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Computing  
What your child is learning in Computer Science 

What? Students will be continuing progress on the J277/01 paper, which are 1.2.2 Data representation and Compression 
and 1.3.1 Networks. 

How? Each unit, the pupils will complete a workbook with various tasks focusing on the key concepts that are required on 
the exam specification. They will also supplement this by completing flipped learning Cornell style notes on each topic for 
homework. Finally, each lesson will give pupils the opportunity to continue developing their text-based programming skills 
when they have completed the workbook tasks. 

Why? It is important that pupils have a good mix of tasks and content within their school lesson time, and the workbook 
tasks for each unit are structured so that they are accessible and varied, as well as being able to be completed in a relatively 
short amount of time. To supplement this, pupils are completing notes for each topic as homework, in a structured format 
known as Cornell style notes. These are effective in helping students put more thought into their note taking, as for each 
topic, they need to follow their notes with creating a set of questions. As students are completing note taking at home, this 
enables them to have more time in lessons to focus on developing their practical programming skills, which are essential 
for being successful with the more skills-based sections of paper 2, and helps familiarise students with reading, writing and 
correcting algorithms. 

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 Assessment 3 

Task 1.2.2 workbook PR1 Assessment 1.3.1 workbook 

What they’re 
being assessed 
on 

Units of data, calculating data 
capacity, binary conversions, 
binary addition, hexadecimal, 
character sets, representing 
images in binary, representing 
sound in binary, compression. 

All of the topics we’ve covered 
so far this year; 1.1 System 
architecture, 1.2 Memory and 
storage, 1.2.2 units of data 
along with Python 
programming. 

Types of networks, factors 
that affect the performance 
of networks, client server & 
peer to peer, hardware for a 
LAN, the internet. 

What 
knowledge do 
they need to be 
successful? 

They need to have comfortable 
knowledge of the above topics, 
along with the skills on how to 
structure and answer exam 
questions confidently. 

They need to have comfortable 
knowledge of the above topics, 
along with the skills on how to 
structure and answer exam 
questions confidently. 

They need to have 
comfortable knowledge of 
the above topics, along with 
the skills on how to structure 
and answer exam questions 
confidently. 

 
How you can support your child with their learning 

• You can support your child by encouraging them to spend time programming in their free time. Students who 
spend time programming become more confident with not just their programming skills, but also their ability to 
tackle the trickier sections of paper 2 (J277/02). 

• Regular revision of previous topics is also beneficial, as this will help prepare their subject knowledge for when 
they head into Year 11. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



24 
 

Engineering  
What your child is learning in Engineering  

What?  Unit 1 provides learners with the opportunity to interpret different types of engineering information in order to 
plan how to manufacture engineering products. Learners will develop knowledge, understanding and skills in using a range 
of engineering tools and equipment in order to manufacture and test an end product. 

Although Unit 3 is not assessed till Y11 much of the taught content falls in Y10, Unit 3 introduces learners to a range of 
considerations that impact on engineering design and how modern engineering has had an impact on modern day life at 
home, work and in society in general.  

How? Units 1 and 3 will be studied with a mix of theory and practical, Students will be expected to make notes and record 
new materials and processes. Students will undertake 2 mini projects that build the skills they need to use later in the year 
for Unit one's controlled assessment. Manufacturing Engineering Products, Unit 1, Manufacturing Engineering Products 
(40% of the qualification). The total time allocated for assessed tasks is 20 hours. Candidates cannot exceed this time. Unit 
1 tasks feature recommended timings 

Why? This course of study will support you in progressing to a Level 2 or 3 qualification in a range of engineering sectors, 
for example aerospace, automotive, electrical, electronic, manufacturing, marine, mechanical or telecommunications. You 
will develop transferable skills such as problem solving, communication and aspects of critical thinking, all of which will 
support your progression to Level 2 or 3 vocational or academic qualifications. 

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 Assessment 3 

Task Baseline  Coursework Preparation Marked coursework 

What they’re 
being assessed 
on 

Existing knowledge of 
Engineering, Science and Maths 
based on term 1 

Students will be assessed on 
their ability to follow and plan 
instructions, plan and execute 
accurately. 

Students will sit an end of term 
1 assessment in 2 parts, a 
practical for unit 1 and an 
exam component for unit 3. 

What knowledge 
do they need to 
be successful? 

Materials, Basic maths, physical 
requirements, aesthetics, size, 
function, performance 
requirements of engineered 
products. 

Basic maths, Measuring ability. 
Use of hacksaws, drills, Taps, 
Dies and files. Knowledge of 
health and safety in the 
workshop.  

Knowledge of materials, tools, 
Engineering design, 
Engineering drawings, Time 
Plans and other Engineering 
Processes. 

Feedback 

  

Verbal feedback given with Year 
10 Targets. 

Written feedback focusing on 
skills used and attention to 
detail. 

Written feedback on strengths 
and areas for development. 

 
How you can support your child with their learning 

• Ensure they complete all tasks on google classroom  

• Encourage your child to look at the world around them and explain how things have been designed and made.  

• Know where they are up to and have regular conversations with your child regarding their progress. 

• Encourage them to sketch, make and read for pleasure. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



25 
 

Business  
What your child is learning in Business 

What? Students will continue working on Theme 1 of 2 in the GCSE Business specification, which is called Investigating 
small business. In Term 2, we will focus on Topic 1.3 Putting a Business Idea Into Practice and Topic 1.4 Making the business 
effective. 

How? Each unit is broken down further, with lessons focusing on each part of the specification. We have two double 
lessons each week, in which students will develop their understanding of theoretical concepts.  These will be embedded 
through a variety of independent and collaborative tasks including real-world case studies. 

Why? Each individual lesson has a mix of discussion, research activities, and using the computer to present information, as 
well as an individual written workbook. Each lesson will also conclude with exam style questions to help conceptualise the 
information they’ve just learned in an exam format. It is important to use a range of activity styles within each lesson to 
ensure that delivery is fresh and progress and engagement remains high. 

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 

Task 1.3 End of unit test 1.4 End of unit test 

What they’re being 
assessed on 

1.3.1 Business aims and objectives (What 
business aims and business objectives are and 
why they differ from business to business) 
1.3.2 Business revenues, costs and profits (The 
concept and calculation of a number of 
business related financial calculations) 
1.3.3 Cash and cash-flow (The importance of 
cash to a business and calculator of cash-flow 
forecasts) 
 1.3.4 Sources of business finance (Sources of 
finance for a start-up or established small 
business). 

1.4.1 The options for start-up and small 
businesses (The concept of limited and 
unlimited liability, types of business ownership 
and running a franchise)  
1.4.2 Business location (Factors influencing 
business location) 
1.4.3 The marketing mix (What the marketing 
mix is and the importance of each element) 
1.4.4 Business plans (The role and importance 
of a business plan and the purpose of planning 
business activity).  

What knowledge do 
they need to be 
successful? 

They need to have comfortable knowledge of 
the above topics, along with the skills on how 
to structure  and answer exam questions 
confidently. 

They need to have comfortable knowledge of 
the above topics, along with the skills on how 
to structure and answer exam questions 
confidently. 

 

How you can support your child with their learning 

• Ensure that your child is completing the homework activities that they are provided with for homework in a timely 
manner. 

• Ensure that any revision activities are completed at home in preparation for their assessments. 
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Hospitality and Catering  
What your child is learning in Hospitality and Catering 

What? This term we are studying 1.2 and 1.3 of Unit 1 (The Hospitality and Catering Industry) content. We will also be doing one 
practical lesson per week. 

How? We will have one practical lesson and one theory lesson per week. We will be building on our knowledge in each 
lesson. 

Why? Students will be tested on their Unit 1 theory knowledge at the end on Year 11 in an written exam so we will be 
learning about the Hospitality and Catering industry so that students have the knowledge to complete this. Students will 
have their practical assessment in Year 11 so they will need to build up and practice their basic, medium and high-level 
skills. 

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 Assessment 3 

Task 1.2 Assessment Paper 1.3 Assessment Paper 1.1 - 1.3 Assessment Paper 

What they’re 
being assessed 
on 

Students will answer a number 
of questions, which will be use to 
assess their understanding of the 
structure of the Hospitality and 
Catering Industry.  

Students will answer a number 
of questions, which will be use 
to assess their understanding of 
the structure of the Hospitality 
and Catering Industry.  

Students will answer a number 
of questions, which will be use 
to assess their understanding 
of the structure of the 
Hospitality and Catering 
Industry.  

What 
knowledge do 
they need to 
be successful? 

• The operation of the front 
and back of house 

• Customer requirements in 
the Hospitality and Catering 
industry 

• Health and safety - COSHH, 
HASAWA, MHR, PPE, 
RIDDOR 

• Risk assessments 

• HACCP 

• all of the topics in 1.1, 1.2 
and 1.3 will be included in 
this assessment paper. 

 
How you can support your child with their learning 

• Ensure they complete all home learning tasks. 

• Encourage your child to look back through their classwork and reflect upon their learning (all lesson PowerPoints 
are shared through google drive). 

• Know where they are up to and have regular conversations with your child regarding their progress. 

• Ensure your child has the equipment for practical Catering lessons (this will be in their Google Classroom). 

• Encourage them to cook, sketch, make and read for pleasure. 
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Health and Social Care  
What your child is learning in Health and Social Care 

What? This term we are continuing to study Learning Aim 1 (Human growth and development across life stages) and Learning Aim          
2 (Factors affecting growth and development) of Component 1 - Human Lifespan Development. 

How? We will have two double theory lessons per week. We will be building on our knowledge in each lesson. 

Why? Students will be tested on their Component 1 knowledge in March of Year 10 with a 6 hour internal assessment 
where they will complete 4 tasks on their knowledge of the topics covered in Learning Aim 1 and 2. This will also provide a 
foundation of knowledge for Component 2 and Component 3.  

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 Assessment 3 

Task Component 1 Internal 
Assessment Mock - Task 3a 

Component 1 Internal 
Assessment Mock Questions in 
preparation for the PSA 

PSA (Pearson Set Assignment) 
Component 1 Internal 
Assessment  

What they’re 
being assessed on 

Students will answer a number 
of practice questions which will 
be used to assess their 
understanding of Health and 
Social Care.  

Students will answer a number 
of practice questions which will 
be used to assess their 
understanding of Health and 
Social Care.  

Students will complete Tasks 1, 
2, 3a and 3b in following 
internal assessment protocols.   

What knowledge 
do they need to 
be successful? 

Different life events and the 
impact these have on PIES 
development: Health and 
wellbeing / Relationship 
changes / Life circumstances / 
Character traits / Sources of 
support 

Task 1: Life stages: Infancy / 
Early childhood / Adolescence / 
Early adulthood / Middle 
adulthood / Later adulthood 

PIES - Physical, Intellectual, 
Emotional and Social 
Development 

Task 2: Factors affecting growth 
and development: Physical 
factors / Lifestyle factors / 
Emotional factors / Social 
factors / Cultural factors / 
Environmental factors / 
Economic factors 

Task 3: Different life events and 
the impact these have on PIES 
development: Health and 
wellbeing / Relationship changes 
/ Life circumstances / Character 
traits / Sources of support 

Task 1: Life stages: Infancy / 
Early childhood / Adolescence / 
Early adulthood / Middle 
adulthood / Later adulthood 

PIES - Physical, Intellectual, 
Emotional and Social 
Development 

Task 2: Factors affecting growth 
and development: Physical 
factors / Lifestyle factors / 
Emotional factors / Social 
factors / Cultural factors / 
Environmental factors / 
Economic factors 

Task 3: Different life events and 
the impact these have on PIES 
development: Health and 
wellbeing / Relationship changes 
/ Life circumstances / Character 
traits / Sources of support 

Feedback Verbal feedback.  

Written feedback on selected 
written questions.  

Pupils will track progress at the 
end of each lesson.  

Verbal feedback.  

Written feedback on selected 
written questions.  

Pupils will track progress at the 
end of each lesson.  

Teacher will provide class 
feedback only. 

Pupils will track progress across 
the mark scheme.  

Written feedback will be 
submitted to the exam board.  

 
How you can support your child with their learning 

• Ensure they complete all home learning tasks. 

• Encourage your child to look back through their classwork and reflect upon their learning. 

• Encourage your child to catch up with any missed learning.  

• Know where they are up to and have regular conversations with your child regarding their progress. 

• Encourage them to read. 

• Encourage them to watch documentaries regarding health, social care and physical / emotional development.  
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Art 
What your child is learning 

What-This term students will be continuing their GCSE project of Body Ornament and Natural Form.  

How- Students will focus on drawing accurately and developing their media skills. Your child will also be completing 
sketchbook work at home and will be given tasks to consolidate their learning from what is learnt during class.  

Why - Drawing accurately is a mastery skill which will be used throughout the course to develop further their ability to 
analyse in more detail what they see.  Students will also learn to use and experiment with art media 
appropriately.  These skills will be transferable in preparation for their exam in Year 11. 

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 

Task Body ornament sketchbook/board 

Mid point assessment  
PR data drop   

What they’re 
being assessed 
on 

Their ability to show a wide range of skills, their 
knowledge and understanding based on a theme. We 
will provide feedback to your child prior to the 
assessment on their strengths and areas for 
development. Your child will use this written feedback 
to improve their colour work and use of media on their 
research sketches 

Their ability to show a wide range of skills, 
their knowledge and understanding based 
on a theme.  

Which skills 
will they need 
to be 
successful? 

They need to show that they have completed three 
assessment objectives which are research, 
experimenting with media and recording and developing 
ideas.  

They need to show that they have 
completed three assessment objectives 
which are research, experimenting with 
media and recording and developing ideas. 
Students will be given a currently working 
at grade and will compare this to their 
MEG. 

Feedback Your child will receive written feedback on how they can 
improve them further to achieve the best possible grade 
for GCSE 

Your child will receive written feedback on 
how they can improve them further to 
achieve the best possible grade for GCSE 

 

How you can support your child with their learning 

• Our YouTube channel has a wide range of videos that explore our in-class topics and key skills. Where possible practising 
key skills at home will always help your child improve their progress. 

• Encourage your child to attend an art club/intervention after school to develop their art skills.  They will have access to our 
facilities and equipment with a range of art media. They will also receive extra support from their teacher. 

• By checking and encouraging home learning tasks are being completed, this will help your child consolidate skills and meet 
coursework deadlines. 
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Drama 
What your child is learning  

What? This term we are focusing on a mock of Component 2 of the Drama GCSE which requires pupils to perform two 
extracts from a scripted published play. We will focus on the play DNA which the pupils will then use as the basis for their 
Component 3 written exam. Once they have performed their mock of C2 we will move on to studying the play DNA in more 
detail and look at exam style questions in preparation for Component 3.  

How? Students will read and perform extracts from the play DNA before creating and refining a character, they will use a 
variety of vocal and physical skills to do this and they will engage an audience in their performance.  

Why? Component 2 allows students to be an actor and perform to an audience. It takes 2 extracts from the page of a script 
to a performance on stage. Component 3 allows pupils to study a play in its entirety looking at characters, themes, plot and 
theatre design.  

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1  Assessment 2 

Task Mid-Point Review  Component 2 Mock Exam 

What they’re being 
assessed on 

-Their ability to combine and apply vocal, 
physical and movement skills.  
-Their ability to create a character. 
-Their ability to communicate creative 
choices to an audience. 
-Their ability to have control over the 
extracts style, genre and theatrical 
conventions. 
-Their ability to engage an audience.  
-Their ability to interpret a text in 
performance (from page to stage).  

-Their ability to combine and apply vocal, physical 
and movement skills.  
-Their ability to create a character. 
-Their ability to communicate creative choices to 
an audience. 
-Their ability to have control over the extracts 
style, genre and theatrical conventions. 
-Their ability to engage an audience.  
-Their ability to interpret a text in performance 
(from page to stage).   

What knowledge 
do they need to be 
successful? 

- An understanding of how to interpret a 
script. 
-An understanding of how to communicate to 
an audience. 
-Techniques to use during the rehearsal 
process. 
-Developed vocal and physical skills. 
-Reflection and use of feedback to improve 
performance. 

- An understanding of how to interpret a script. 
-An understanding of how to communicate to an 
audience. 
-Techniques to use during the rehearsal process. 
-Developed vocal and physical skills.  

Feedback -Your child will receive verbal feedback from 
staff and peers throughout the rehearsal 
process.  
- They will also receive verbal and written 
feedback following their mock practical to 
support in making improvements for the 
mock practical exam day. 

• Students will receive verbal feedback 
post performance. They will also receive 
written feedback from the Component 
2-mark scheme. 

 

How you can support your child with their learning 

• Students can do any research on the play DNA, character and themes/issues of the play at home 

• Students can learn any lines they have at home 

• Purchase the Edexcel GCSE Drama Revision guide and revision workbook – work through this to support exam 
revision for Component 3 

• Students can practise exam questions at home using the GCSE Drama Revision guide and revision workbook for 
Component 3 
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Music 
What your child is learning 

What? Your child is studying the new BTEC Tech Award which focuses on the creation of musical products through the 
study of musical genre and musical ‘areas’ e.g. composition, production, performance 

How? Through performance, arranging, composing and listening students will perform and write music they are interested 
in, alongside creating a presentation portfolio of musical genres they like. 

Why? This will prepare students for work through planning and preparing musical products and developing their group 
skills so as to enable the rapid creation of their products. 

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1, HT 1-2.5 Assessment 2 HT 2.5-6 

Task Component 1- Products and Styles Component 2- Skill Development 

What they’re being 
assessed on 

Students will be assessed on: 

• THeir knowledge of musical 
genres and how this links to 
the musical elements and 
beyond 

• Their presentation of this 
knowledge, including verbal, 
written and performing skills 

Students will be assessed on: 

• THeir knowledge of musical 
products and how this links 
to the wider musical 
landscape 

• Their musical presentation of 
this knowledge 

What skills/knowledge 
do they need to be 
successful? 

Skills & knowledge including: 

• compositional features 

• Sonic features 

• Performance techniques 

Skills & knowledge including: 

• Planning and preparation  

• Understanding of various 
musical ‘areas’ 

Feedback Feedback will only be given in the preparatory T&L stage, once assessment is 
started no guidance will be given as per BTEC rules. 

 

How you can support your child with their learning 

• It is important you give time for your child to create music, this could be using technology or playing their 
instrument. 

• You and your child have access to support materials on Google Drive, using these will let you know what your child 
is working on and what they need to do next. 

• Download some of the free music making apps, Garageband on Apple products is the one of the best music 
making apps and it’s free. 

• If they do not have an instrument at home then we can support this purchase through school. 
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Photography 
What your child is learning 

What – This term your child will be learning how to edit images and complete shoots to a high standard. 

How- Students will plan their own shoots showing how their skills have developed since term 1. Students will also edit 
these images using programs such as Photoshop and other images applications.  

Why – Each component is worth 25% of final grade.  

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 Assessment 3  
Task Baseline  Mid point assessment - End of Unit Assessment 

What they’re 
being 
assessed on 

Key editing skills  We will provide feedback to your 
child prior to the assessment on 
their strengths and areas for 
development. Your child will use 
this written feedback to improve 
their work on their website. 

Their currently working grade will be 
given based on all work completed so far. 
Planning, shoots and editing will be the 
main focus of feedback.  Students will 
also be given personalised feedback on 
how to improve this grade.  

Which skills 
will they need 
to be 
successful? 

Students will need to 
use the beginners 
guides to Photoshop 
to explore the many 
tools in the 
programme. 

Students will need to improve 
editing skills by thinking deeply 
and combining edits to create 
their own. They need to ensure 
work is personal to them and 
ideally demonstrates meaning.   

Students will need to reflect on feedback 
and will need to organise work 
accordingly. They will use their pupil 
progress trackers to write an action plan 
for improvements.  

Feedback Your child will get continuous feedback on their photography progress trackers to ensure that all tasks 
are understood and completed to their best ability.  

 

How you can support your child with their learning 

• Ask your child to show you their Photography website on Weebly and have a look at their photographs, research 
and outcomes, quiz them on if their work goes on ‘a journey’  

• Have a look at your child’s Photography Progress Tracker 

• Encourage your child to take photographs independently at home, they can use the cameras on their phones and 
upload them onto their website  

• Encourage your child to look at photographic galleries on line or visit Manchester Art Gallery  

• Check that your child has completed their home learning tasks  
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Everything Else 
What your child is learning 

What? This term we are studying the criminal justice system in the UK. 

How? We will be analysing and discussing a range of documents and sources (Documentary programmes, News reports, 
Newspaper reports, Government reports).  

Why? It is important for students to understand how the criminal justice system works in the UK as a life skill. At some 
point in our lives we all come into contact with it (whether you are a victim of crime or you have been caught speeding in 
your car, to give two examples). 

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 Assessment 3 

Task   
January 

 

February 

 

March 

What they’re 
being assessed 
on 

What is the purpose of Law? Learning Log - What key 
ages indicate an increasing 
sense of responsibility. 
Consider if any ages should 
be changed and justify 
your ideas. 

Learning Log - “Prison is too 
expensive and doesn’t work.” Present 
a case for or against this statement. 

What 
knowledge do 
they need to 
be successful? 

Know - What laws do we have 
in our society? What laws are 
necessary for our society to 
function? 

Connect - Why do we need 
them? Research cases of 
conflict between rights and 
responsibilities (parents who 
have taken their children 
abroad for medical treatment). 
Predict - What would happen if 
we didn’t have them? Are 
people right to challenge the 
Law? (for a long time in this 
country being Gay was a crime. 
Laws are not always right or 
correct). 

Know - What legal 
entitlements do you have? 

Connect - Research: 
Students to find out legal 
entitlements for different 
responsibilities (drive, 
marry, vote, join the army, 
etc). 
Predict - Consider if any of 
these ages should be 
changed. Why? 

Know - How do we deal with those 
who commit crime? What is the 
purpose of sentencing? 

Connect - Investigate the different 
sentences (Custodial sentences - 
imprisonment, life sentences, 
extended sentences, determinate 
sentences, suspended sentences). 
(Non-custodial sentences - fines, 
community service, ancillary orders, 
discharge).  
Predict - How effective is prison? 
What does NACRO and the Howard 
league have to say. 

Feedback Verbal feedback Written response. Peer 
assessed using a sticker. 

Written response. Summative 
assessment. 

 

How you can support your child with their learning 

• Discuss the issues raised above with your children. What are your opinions regarding these topics? Share them 
with your children. Argue your point of view and let them argue theirs. 

• Watch news reports with your children and discuss what is happening here in the UK and around the world. 
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8 Ways to be Great 
We have also built a co-curriculum called ‘8 Ways to be Great’ that runs alongside our main curriculum. Each year group 
has been set 8 challenges to complete before the end of each academic year and these challenges ensure our students are 
building their knowledge about future career pathways and developing a skill set that enriches their CV. 
 
We challenge you to achieve 8 tasks every year which will help you to be a GREAT person! 
 

✓ Giving (to the wider community) 
✓ Respectful (to all) 
✓ Ethical (to think) 
✓ Ambitious (to inspire you) 
✓ Tenacious (gutsy) 

 
Unit content 
Work as part of a group to give a presentation to Primary School 
Visit a University 
Make someone in your family feel special 
Every month Eat 5 a day 
Interview an elderly person 
Take part in the Spelling Bee and math challenge! 
Take part in a fund-raising event 
Create a ‘Dream Wall’ for jobs and aspirations 
 
We are doing this: 
 

✓ To inspire you 
✓ To get you ready for University, Apprenticeships, the world of work 
✓ Your future well being 
✓ Opportunity to experience different activities and stretch your involvement in school 
✓ To develop your independency 
✓ To develop a different set of skills 


