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Curriculum Overview 
 
At Stretford High School we pride ourselves on providing our students with a broad and balanced 
curriculum which is relevant and in the best interests for all our learners. 
 

Subjects your child will be studying  Number of lessons your child will have each week  

English  6 lessons a week  

Maths  6 lessons a week 

Science  4 lessons a week 

Option A  4 lessons a week 

Option B 4 lessons a week 

Option C 4 lessons a week 

PE  2 Lessons a week 

PSHE (EE) 2 lessons a week  

 
We also ensure that an array of extra-curricular activities is on offer to enrich and supplement the 
main curriculum, these can be found on our website stretfordhigh.com 
 

Timings of the school day - The Stretford High School curriculum is organised into a one-
week timetable of 34, forty-five-minute lessons, many of which are timetabled as doubles. This 
structure allows us to offer a broad and balanced curriculum for all our students and sufficient time for 
English, Maths and Science. 
 

Period  Start  End  

Form 8:30 8:45 

1 8:45 9:30 

2 9:30 10:15 

Break: 10:15 - 10:35 

3 10:35 11:20 

4 11:20 12:05 

KS3 Lunch: 12:05 - 12:40 

5 12:40 1:25 

6 1:25 2:10 

7* 
* Monday - students finish at 2.10 

2:10 2:55 
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Wellbeing Techniques   
 
As your child moves into their formal assessments and are getting themselves ready for their GCSE exams, it is important that 
we support them in school and at home with potential exam/assessment stress. Assessments and exams can be a challenging 
part of school life for children and young people and their parents or carers but there are ways to ease the stress.  A really 
good website for parents/carers to support your child during this period of assessments is by the NHS and is called ‘Help your 
child beat exam stress’  
https://www.nhs.uk/mental-health/children-and-young-adults/advice-for-parents/help-your-child-beat-exam-stress/ 
 
The main headlines from the website are:         
              

• Watch out for signs of stress                                           

• Make sure your child eats well                                                      

• Help your child get enough sleep 

• Be flexible during exams & assessments  

• Help them study 

• Talk about exam nerves 

• Encourage exercise during exams & assessments 

• Do not add to the pressure 

• Make time for treats 

• When to get help 
Some of the apps our pupils have found useful in the past to help them relax are: 
Kooth on line 
meditation app 
mindfulness app 
mind charity 
young minds charity  
 
After the first set of formal assessments, your child will get their results and will sit down with their form tutor to make 
‘Smart’ targets (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic, Time bound) for each of their subjects. Making specific SMART 
targets and having time to reflect and think about their learning supports your child in breaking down barriers they may have 
built up and gives them a stepped out and manageable plan for success.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/mental-health/children-and-young-adults/advice-for-parents/help-your-child-beat-exam-stress/
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Revision Techniques  

 
Your child will be learning some revision techniques from their teachers and given resources to help them when revising for 
their assessments and GCSE exams. Revision techniques can develop their independent learning skills and you can also help 
them with these at home.  One really good idea is to check they have created a revision timetable, they have assessments 
coming up again in February/March and then their GCSEs start in April/May 2023.  

How to create a successful revision timetable  
• Plan in set times and days to revise 

• Spread topics out so that you don’t miss anything  

• Spend more time on priority topics 

• Plan in revision techniques to use so you don’t just sit there thinking about what to do and wasting your time 

• Plan in your breaks, commitments and leisure times  

• Limit long tasks (essay questions) to one per week 

• Use a revision template (off the internet) if it helps 

• Make it personal to you – don’t just borrow your friend’s 

Below are a range of revision techniques your child could use, it is best for them to decide which technique best suits their 
learning style. 
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English 
What your child is learning in English 

What? This term students will be studying J B Pristeley’s play An Inspector Calls in preparation for their English Literature 
GCSE. In An Inspector Calls we’ll be exploring social justice, responsibility and gender and age divide in Edwardian England. 

How? We’ll analyse how writers use language and structure to present characters, themes and ideas. 
We’ll be working on how to develop our analysis by zooming in on words and applying context and author’s intentions into 
our analysis. 

Why? By looking at texts from the past we can learn about how society worked and empathise with characters and ideas. 
Furthermore, the skills and knowledge developed in this scheme of learning will directly apply to our GCSE in English 
Literature.  

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 Assessment 3 

Task How does Priestley present guilt 
in An Inspector Calls?  
January  

Who is to blame for Eva’s 
death? Write a speech to 
deliver to Brumley Police 
station.  February   

GCSE English Literature Paper 2 
Mock exam.  March   

What they’re 
being assessed 
on 

Maintain a critical style and 
develop an informed personal 
response. 
Analyse the language, form and 
structure used by a writer to 
create meanings and effects, 
using relevant subject 
terminology where appropriate.  
Show understanding of the 
relationships between texts and 
the contexts in which they were 
written 

Communicate clearly, 
effectively and imaginatively, 
selecting and adapting  
tone, style and register for 
different forms, purposes and 
audiences. 
Organise information and 
ideas, using structural and 
grammatical features  
to support coherence and 
cohesion of texts. 
Use a range of vocabulary 
and sentence structures for  
clarity, purpose and effect, 
with accurate spelling and 
punctuation. 

Maintain a critical style and 
develop an informed personal 
response. 
Make exploratory, critical 
comparisons. 
Analyse the language, form and 
structure used by a writer to 
create meanings and effects, 
using relevant subject 
terminology where appropriate.  
Show understanding of the texts 
and the contexts in which they 
were written. 

What 
knowledge do 
they need to be 
successful? 

What do you need to work on in 
your analysis? 

How should you approach the 
exam question? 

How should you structure your 
answer? 

What was life like in Edwardian 
England? 

What dramatic techniques does 
Priestley use? 

What language techniques 
could you use in your 
writing? 

How can you improve your 
vocabulary? 

How should you plan for and 
structure your writing?  

What do you need to work on in 
your analysis? 

How should you approach the 
exam question? 

How should you structure your 
answer? 

Summarise the plot of AIC. What 
are the key themes? 

Can you explain Priestley’s 
intentions - why did he write the 
play?  

How you can support your child with their learning 

• Quiz your child on the questions in ‘what knowledge do they need to be successful? At the end of each month. 
Watch the BBC adaptation of An Inspector Calls. Ask your child to explain the story to you in their own words or to 
create a storyboard of the plot.  

• Ask your child to show you how they revise using GCSEPod – there are lots of videos on each of the themes and 
characters in An Inspector Calls– they should be watching pods and creating their own revision resources from the 
information they gather – watch pods together and ask your child questions about what you see. 
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Math’s 
Maths Y11 Higher Term 2 

What your child is learning 

What? This term we’re studying Trigonometric functions (Sine, cosine and tangent functions), Transformation of graphs and 
Functions.   We’ll be exploring: How to draw trigonometric functions and solve angles using the functions. Students will also 
be looking at how different functions are transformed. Students will be learning about formulae and how to apply skills in 
substituting, creating and rearranging formulae 

How? We develop our students' mathematical skills by differentiating and variating learning in lessons.  Encouraging our 
students to discuss their ideas through talk, and drawing diagrams & tables to represent problems. Incorporate connections 
to the real-world of work also help our students develop mathematical links with knowledge to the skills they need. 

Maths teacher will be preparing year 11 students with exam techniques and what is expected of them when answering exam 
questions. Students will be carrying a number of assessments and teachers will give constructive feedback to all students 

 
Why? The importance of developing a deeper understanding of maths and applying knowledge and skills to problem-solving 
in learning mathematics comes from the belief that mathematics is primarily about reasoning, not memorisation. Problem-
solving allows students to develop understanding and explain the processes used to arrive at solutions, rather than 
remembering and applying a set of procedures 

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 Assessment 3 

Task January February  March 

What they’re being 
assessed on 

Trigonometric graphs, 
Transformation of graphs and 
Functions 

Students will be working 
on an Individual learning 
plan  

Students will be working 
on an Individual learning 
plan  

What knowledge do 
they need to be 
successful? 

Recognise functions and sketch 
functions.  
To transform functions.  
To rearrange equations and to 
solve equations using 
substitution. 

  

Feedback Your child will get written feedback that explains to them what they did well and what they 
can do to improve 
Your child will get a grade indicating what level they are working at and some whole class 
feedback exploring common misconceptions 

How you can support your child with their learning 

• Quiz your child on the questions in ‘what knowledge do they need to be successful? At the end of each month’ 

• Encourage your child to watch videos of the topics on Mathswatch.  There are interactive questions that students 
can attempt themselves. Pupils can also download a worksheet from Mathswatch and complete questions. 

• You can encourage your child to look back in their journals and reflect upon their learning.  

• A useful websites called www.mathsgenie.co.uk is very valuable when it comes to revising for an end of unit test.  

• Hegarty maths on Youtube is a great way to go over topics that your child would have covered since the start of 
term. Here is the weblink: https://www.youtube.com/c/HEGARTYMATHS  

 

• You can purchase KS4 Maths revision work books from many online stores and bookshops. Students will be able to 
make notes, complete tasks and use these resources for revision.  

 

 

 

http://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/c/HEGARTYMATHS
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Maths Y11 Foundation Term 2 

What your child is learning 

What? This term we’re studying Transformation - Translation, reflection, rotation, enlargement and combining 
transformations. We’ll be exploring: How transformations change the size or position of a shape. How every point in the 
image is the same distance from the mirror line as the original shape. How a line joining a point on the original shape to the 
same point on the image is perpendicular to the mirror line. 

How? We develop our students' mathematical skills by differentiating and variating learning in lessons.  Encouraging our 
students to discuss their ideas through talk, and drawing diagrams & tables to represent problems. Incorporate connections 
to the real-world of work also help our students develop mathematical links with knowledge to the skills they need. 

Why? The importance of developing a deeper understanding of maths and applying knowledge and skills to problem-solving 
in learning mathematics comes from the belief that mathematics is primarily about reasoning, not memorisation. Problem-
solving allows students to develop understanding and explain the processes used to arrive at solutions, rather than 
remembering and applying a set of procedures 

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 Assessment 3 

Task January February  March 

What they’re 
being assessed on 

Transformation - Translation, reflection, rotation, 
enlargement and combining transformations. 

Students will be 
working on an 
Individual learning 
plan  

Students will be 
working on an 
Individual learning 
plan  

What knowledge 
do they need to 
be successful? 

Students will need to know how to plot coordinates in 
all four quadrants, draw linear graphs such as x = -3,  y 
= 4 and y = x. Students will know how to carry out the 
different forms of transformation and describe them 
too.  

  

Feedback Your child will get written feedback that explains to them what they did well and what they can do 
to improve 

Your child will get a grade indicating what level they are working at and some whole class feedback 
exploring common misconceptions 

How you can support your child with their learning 

• Quiz your child on the questions in ‘what knowledge do they need to be successful? At the end of each month’ 

• Encourage your child to watch videos of the topics on Mathswatch.  There are interactive questions that students 
can attempt themselves. Pupils can also download a worksheet from Mathswatch and complete questions. 

• You can encourage your child to look back in their journals and reflect upon their learning.  

• A useful websites called www.mathsgenie.co.uk is very valuable when it comes to revising for an end of unit test.  

• Hegarty maths on Youtube is a great way to go over topics that your child would have covered since the start of 
term. Here is the weblink: https://www.youtube.com/c/HEGARTYMATHS  

• You can purchase KS4 Maths revision work books from many online stores and bookshops. Students will be able to 
make notes, complete tasks and use these resources for revision.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/c/HEGARTYMATHS
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Science Combined  
What your child is learning 

What? This term we’re studying B6 - Inheritance, Variation and Evolution, P7 – Electromagnetism, C9 - Chemistry of the 
Atmosphere 

We’ll be exploring the concepts of evolution, natural selection, magnetism, transformers, electromagnets, and the 
greenhouse effect. 

How? We’ll observe, analyse and investigate through practical enquiry to problem-solve and further explore evolution, 
natural selection, magnetism, transformers, electromagnets, and the greenhouse effect. 

Why? Understanding the concepts of evolution, natural selection, magnetism, transformers, electromagnets, and the 
greenhouse effect is the key to understanding the functions of the modern industrial world. Furthermore, the skills and 
knowledge developed in this scheme of learning will be assessed as part of the Combined Science and Triple Science GCSE 
courses. 

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 Assessment 3 

Task Unit: B6 - Inheritance, Variation and 
Evolution Review January 

Unit: P7 – Electromagnetism 
Review February  

Paper 2 PR2 
Assessments 
March  

What they’re 
being assessed 
on 

To describe, explain and analyse the 
fundamentals of DNA, meiosis, 
adaptations, natural selection, genetic 
inheritance, extinction, classification, 
evolution and speciation 

To describe, explain and analyse 
the fundamentals of magnets, 
electromagnets, the motor effect 
and fleming's left hand rule 

To apply their 
knowledge of the 
following units: 
 

Biology paper 2 
units: B5 - B7 

Chemistry paper 2 
units: C6 - C10 

Physics paper 2 
units: P5 - P7  

What knowledge 
do they need to 
be successful? 

They will need to be able to: 
Define meiosis, natural selection, 
adaptation, kingdom, phylum, class, 
order, family, genus, species, evolution, 
allele 

Describe the structure of DNA, meiosis 
and classification 

Explain evolution, natural selection, 
speciation and genetic inheritance  

They will need to be able to: 
Define repel, attract, 
electromagnet, solenoid, pole 

Describe how magnetic fields 
interact and the motor effect 
Explain the motor effect, 
electromagnetism and fleming’s 
left hand rule  

They will need to 
be able to 

apply their 
understanding of: 
 

Biology paper 2 
units: B5 - B7 

Chemistry paper 2 
units: C6 - C10 

Physics paper 2 
units: P5 - P7 

 

How you can support your child with their learning 

• Quiz your child on the topics in ‘what knowledge do they need to be successful?’ at the end of each month using 
their revision guides or flash cards 

• Watch Fuse School and Free Science Lessons videos on YouTube. Ask your child to explain the key points of each 
video and create of mind map of the content. 

• Ask your child to set themselves a short quiz on Educake or GCSEpod for each unit of work, and ask them to 
summarise what they have learnt in a mind map or as flash cards. 

• Ask your child to write a review of each unit of work. They should summarise the key concepts of each unit and 
make links to other units of work where they can. Read their review and ask them about it. 
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Science Triple  
What your child is learning 

What? This term we’re studying P8 - Space Physics, C9 - Chemistry of the Atmosphere 

We’ll be exploring the concepts of sustainable development, potable water, wastewater treatment, extracting metals, life 
cycle assessments, the red shift, life cycles of stars and orbits. 

How? We’ll observe, analyse and investigate through practical enquiry to problem-solve and further explore sustainable 
development, potable water, wastewater treatment, extracting metals, life cycle assessments, the red shift, life cycles of 
stars and orbits. 

Why? Understanding the concepts of sustainable development, potable water, wastewater treatment, extracting metals, 
life cycle assessments, the red shift, life cycles of stars and orbits is the key to understanding the functions of the modern 
world and the universe. Furthermore, the skills and knowledge developed in this scheme of learning will be assessed as part 
of the Combined Science and Triple Science GCSE courses. 

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 Assessment 3 

Task Unit: P8 - Space Physics 
Review  January 

Unit: C10 – Using Resources Review February  Paper 2 PR2 
Assessments 
March  

What they’re 
being assessed 
on 

To describe, explain and 
analyse the fundamentals of 
stars and their life cycles, 
orbits and the red shift 

To describe, explain and analyse the 
fundamentals of sustainable development, 
potable water, wastewater treatment, 
extracting metals, life cycle assessments, 
alloys, ceramics, composites, NPK fertlisers 
and the Haber process 

To apply their 
knowledge of the 
following units: 
 
Biology paper 2 
units: B5 - B7 
Chemistry paper 2 
units: C6 - C10 
Physics paper 2 
units: P5 - P7  

What 
knowledge do 
they need to be 
successful? 

They will need to be able to: 
Define orbit, red shift, 
protostar, black hole, 
supernova, red shift, satelite, 
nebula 
Describe the life cycle of a 
star 
Explain the red shift, orbits 
and the life cycles of stars  

They will need to be able to: 
Define potable water, electrolysis, alloys, 
ceramics, polymers, composites, sustainable, 
bioleaching 
Describe methods of metal extraction, 
wastewater treatment, life cycle assessments, 
alloys, ceramics, polymers and composites 
Explain the Haber process, production of NPK 
fertilisers, and how to obtain potable water.  

They will need to 
be able to 
apply their 
understanding of: 
 
Biology paper 2 
units: B5 - B7 
Chemistry paper 2 
units: C6 - C10 
Physics paper 2 
units: P5 - P7 

How you can support your child with their learning 

• Quiz your child on the topics in ‘what knowledge do they need to be successful?’ at the end of each month using 
their revision guides or flash cards 

• Watch Fuse School and Free Science Lessons videos on YouTube. Ask your child to explain the key points of each 
video and create of mind map of the content. 

• Ask your child to set themselves a short quiz on Educake or GCSEpod for each unit of work, and ask them to 
summarise what they have learnt in a mind map or as flash cards. 

• Ask your child to write a review of each unit of work. They should summarise the key concepts of each unit and 
make links to other units of work where they can. Read their review and ask them about it  
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Geography 
What your child is learning 

What? Your child will be completing two further units of AQA GCSE Geography curriculum. Pupils will be finishing our river 
topic at the start of this term, before moving onto Economic Development. There will also be a Geography Fieldtrip in late 
January which links to Paper 3: Geographical Skills but also the UK Physical Landscapes topic we have just completed.  

How? Pupils will be investigating how rivers are managed to reduce flooding before finishing the UK Physical Landscapes 
topic by looking at an example of river management. Pupils will then look at economic development through the use of maps 
and graphs, pupils will use historical data to explain the reasons for the development gap.  

Why? Water is important for many reasons, rivers shape the landscape, supply us with water, influence the location of 
settlements, and provide us with a means of travel, power and recreation. Rivers are also dangerous and river flooding causes 
huge impacts to people and places around the world. Economic development explains the difference between countries 
across the globe, it is important to understand the causes of the development gap and then look at strategies to close it.  

 
How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 
Task 

  

What they’re 
being assessed 
on 

Pupils will be assessed on some questions 
on UK physical landscapes, as well as some 
other questions linked to areas of weakness 
following their mock.   

Pupils should revise all of their Paper 1 content – 
Hazards, Living World and UK Physical Landscapes. 
Pupils should revise all of their paper 2 content – 
Urban Issues, Economic World and Resource 
Management.  

 
This will assess the 6 taught units so far and will be 2 
papers, each of 1h30.  

What knowledge 
do they need to 
be successful? 

All content learnt so far, for Paper 1 – 
Hazards and Living World plus: 

 
UK Physical Landscapes: 

• River processes and landforms 

• River management + example 

• Coastal processes, landforms and 
management 

 

Everything from Assessment 1 plus: 

 
Economic world 

• Development indicators 

• Causes and solutions of development gap 

• NEE Example 

Resource Management 
• World patterns of consumption and 

production 

Feedback Your child will get written feedback that 
explains to them what they did well and 
what they can do to improve. 

Your child will get written feedback that explains to 
them what they did well and a grade that they 
achieved.  

 
How you can support your child with their learning? 

• Encourage your child to use their provided revision books to begin quizzing their knowledge and producing 
resources at the end of each key unit.   Support them to retain and embed knowledge by quizzing them using their 
revision guide. 

• Encourage your child to complete home learning activities to the highest standard 

• Discuss what they have learnt in their geography lessons. What surprised them? What would they like to learn 
more about? 
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History  
What your child is learning? 

What? We are currently studying our British in-Depth study; The Elizabethan Age 1558-1603. This option focuses in depth on 
selected themes and issues relating to the history of England during the Elizabethan Age. Students study major influences on 
political and social life during the period as well as the issue of religious controversy.  

How? Pupils will be assessed on their ability to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding as well as historical skills, 
these include making inferences from source material, exploring interpretations and reaching substantiated judgements, 
explaining significance, and making connections between key events. 

Why? The History curriculum helps our students develop a number of skills - including respect, empathy, tolerance, helping 
them to dispel their own misconceptions and allowing them to develop their critical thinking. 

 
Assessment 1 Assessment 2 

Task Mock Exam on Development of Germany, 
following the completion of learning on this 
scheme. Completed in classroom. 
January 

Mock Exam  
1. Changes inCrime and Punishment 

c.500– to the present day 
2. USA, A Nation of Contrasts 1910-1929 
3. The Elizabethan Age, 1558-1603 

December  

What they’re 
being assessed 
on? 

Students are assessed on their application of 
knowledge.  

Students are assessed on their application of 
knowledge and source skills. 

What knowledge 
do they need to 
be successful? 

• Weimar Germany 

• Rise of the Nazi Party 

• Life under the Nazi Party 

• Life during the Second World War 

• West and East Germany 

• Cold War Relations 

• Co-operation & Reconciliation 

1. Changes in Crime and Punishment 
c.500– to the present day:  

• Causes of Crime 

• Nature of Crime  

• Enforcing Law and Order  

• Methods of Combating Crime 

• Methods of Punishment 

• Attitudes to Crime & Punishment 
—-------------------------------------- 

2. USA, A Nation of Contrasts 1910-1929:  

• Immigration 

• Race and Religion 

• Crime and Corruption 

• Economic Boom 

• End of Prosperity 

• Popular Entertainment  

• Role of Women 
—-------------------------------------- 

3. The Elizabethan Age 1558-1603:  

• Elizabethan Government 

• Lifestyles of the Rich and Poor 

• Popular Entertainment 

• The Problem of Religion 

• The Catholic Threat 

• The Spanish Armada 

• The Puritan Threat 

Feedback Pupils will get written feedback that explains to 
them what they did well and what they can do 
to improve. They will be given dedicated time to 
reflect and improve their work. 

Pupils will get written feedback that explains to 
them what they did well and what they can do to 
improve. They will be given dedicated time to 
reflect and improve their work. 

How you can support your child with their learning 

• Encourage your child to attend intervention which takes place on Thursday after school  

• Ensure that they are conscientious and active in their approach to each piece home learning 

• Utilise GCSE pod to aid knowledge retention 

• Practice exam questions, these can be found on your child’s google classroom.  
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RE 
What your child is learning? 

What? This term we’re studying both Theme D: Religion, Peace and Conflict and Theme E: Crime and Punishment.  

How? Each lesson pupils will have the opportunity to explore the topical issues in both themes, whilst applying key religious 
beliefs to support and challenge their arguments. They will have the opportunity to write a fully developed essay which is 
supported by relevant points, with a clear strand of argument throughout. 

Why? This scheme of learning will provide pupils with a greater understanding of the most topical issues in today’s society 
and the religious perspectives which challenge and support these themes.  
 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 Assessment 3 

Task Theme D: Peace and 
Conflict February   

Theme E: Crime and 
Punishment. March  

Paper 1 and 2  
March  

What are they 
being assessed 
on? 

Pupils will be assessed on 
their ability to Identify 
and explain religious 
beliefs about peace and 
conflict.  
Explain the key teachings 
which challenge and 
support these themes. 
To write a fully developed 
essay which is supported 
by relevant points, with a 
clear strand of argument 
throughout. 

Pupils will be assessed on their 
ability to Identify and explain 
religious beliefs about crime and 
punishment. 
Explain the key teachings which 
challenge and support these themes. 
To write a fully developed essay 
which is supported by relevant 
points, with a clear strand of 
argument throughout. 

Pupils will be assessed on their 
ability to Identify and evaluate 
key beliefs and practices in both 
Christianity and Islam and 
address key topical issues and 
questions.   
Explain the importance and 
influence today. To write a fully 
developed essay which is 
supported by relevant points, 
with a clear strand of argument 
throughout. 

What 
knowledge do 
they need to be 
successful? 

Pupils will be assessed on 
their knowledge of the 
following:  

 
Violence and protest, why 
do wars occur, Nuclear 
wars and WMD, Just War 
Theory, Pacifism, Holy 
war and Victims of War.  

Pupils will be assessed on their 
knowledge of the following:  

 
Why do people commit crimes, the 
aims of punishment, Christian 
response to crime, types of 
punishment, corporal punishment 
and capital punishment.  

Pupils will be assessed on their 
knowledge of the following:  

 
Islam beliefs, Islam Practices, 
Christian Beliefs and Practices 
and the four different themes.  

Feedback Your child will get written 
feedback that explains to 
them what they did well 
and what they can do to 
improve 

Your child will get written feedback 
that explains to them what they did 
well and what they can do to 
improve 

Your child will get a grade 
indicating what level they’re 
working at. They will also get 
written feedback that explains 
to them what they did well and 
what they can do to improve 

 
How you can support your child with their learning? 

• Quiz your child on the questions in ‘what knowledge do they need to be successful? At the end of each month’ 

• Ensure that they are conscientious in their approach to every home learning 

• Encourage your child to read further around they have studied in RE, using the school library or online 

• Ensure they attend the planned intervention sessions 

• Support them to retain and embed knowledge by quizzing them using their revision guide.  

• Ask your child to visit these useful websites:  
o Christians beliefs: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zrpqmsg/revision/1https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/media/c
ollection/bible-videos-the-life-of-jesus-christ?lang=eng 

o Christians practices: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/znqck2p/revision/1 
o Islam beliefs: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4v7gwx 
o Islam practices: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zhbpfcw/revision/1 
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Psychology 
What is your child learning? 

What? This term we’re studying social influence, memory and 13-mark essays. 

How? Each lesson pupils will have an opportunity to explore theories which explain how humans interact with one another 
in society. They will explore situational and dispositional factors which affect social behaviour. They will also learn about how 
the memory works and two theories which explain how memories are formed. Simultaneously they will explore the research 
which underpins the theories both biological and psychological.  

Why? These schemes of learning will provide pupils with a greater understanding of how humans interact with one another 
and the way in which memories are formed. It will also give students an opportunity to understand how memory cues are 
used in advertising and the way in which the minority can influence the majority to change their behaviour. 

How your child will be assessed? 
 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 

Task Paper 1: Criminology, research methods, psychological 
problems and development.  
January 

Paper 2: Sleep and dreaming and social 
influence. 
February 

What they’re 
being assessed 
on? 

Pupils will be assessed on their ability to identify and 
identify, explain and evaluate content from all of the 
Year 10 content. 

Pupils will be assessed on their ability to 
identify and identify, explain and evaluate 
content from all of the Year 11 content. 

What knowledge 
do they need to 
be successful? 

Pupils will be assessed on their knowledge of the 
following:  

 
Criminology including key concepts, theories and 
studies and how to reduce crime.  
Psychological problems including key concepts, 
examination of schizophrenia/depression and how to 
use research to reduce mental health problems. 
Development including key concepts, learning theories 
of development and cognitive development followed 
by an exploration of how these theories have been 
applied in an educational setting.  
Research methods including how to plan an 
experiment including hypothesis, experiment design, 
sampling, validity, reliability and ethical issues. 
13 mark essay. 

Pupils will be assessed on their 
knowledge of the following:  

 
Sleep and dreaming including key 
concepts, the biological process 
behind sleep, theories which explain 
dreaming, studies and how to improve 
sleep. 
Social influence including key concepts, 
situational and dispositional factors, 
studies and how the minority can 
influence the majority to change their 
behaviour 
13-mark essay. 

Feedback Your child will get a grade indicating what level they’re 
working at. They will also get written feedback that 
explains to them what they did well and what they can 
do to improve. 

Your child will get a grade indicating what 
level they’re working at. They will also get 
written feedback that explains to them 
what they did well and what they can do 
to improve. 

 
How you can support your child with their learning? 

• Quiz your child on the questions in ‘what knowledge do they need to be successful? At the end of each month’ 

using the knowledge organiser and mnemonics 

• Encourage your child to regularly test their knowledge after revising in small chunks  

• Ensure that they are conscientious in their approach to every home learning  

• Encourage your child to read further around they have studied in Psychology, using the school library or online 

using the youtube videos they already have access to 

• Ensure they attend the planned intervention sessions 

• Support them to retain and embed knowledge by quizzing them using their revision guide 
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French  
What your child is learning 

What? This term we’re revising for the upcoming summative assessments in French. We are also preparing for the mock 
speaking exam which takes place in March. 

How? We will enter a structured revision cycle where we will revise the core content for each of the eight modules studied 
at GCSE level - holidays, school, family, friends & technology, free time, town & city, celebrations, future study & jobs and 
the environment. We will also revisit the key vocabulary and core grammar concepts for the relevant module through 
walking talking mocks. We will consolidate the key information through the four skills of speaking, listening, reading, and 
writing throughout the term in preparation for the final exams.  

Why? For the receptive skills of reading and listening, it is imperative to revise the key vocabulary and to also practise exam 
technique in terms of retrieving the right information in test conditions. For the productive skills of speaking and writing, it 
is fundamental that pupils understand the rubric of the task instructions in the exam in order to be able to respond 
appropriately and effectively.  

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1 

Task Speaking  
March  

What they’re being 
assessed on 

Role play, photo card, general conversation  

What knowledge do 
they need to be 
successful? 

The key vocabulary and core grammar concepts encapsulated on each of the knowledge 
organisers and the vocabulary list available on the AQA website. Embedded knowledge of 
the present, preterite and near future tenses is key.   

 

How you can support your child with their learning 

• Ensure that your child has access to the GCSE Knowledge Organisers on Google Classroom and is using these to 
revise the key vocabulary and core grammar concepts 

• Quiz them on the words on the Knowledge Organisers / the specification provided by AQA 
(https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/spanish/specifications/AQA-8698-SP-2016.PDF) 

• Encourage your child to attend intervention sessions if they have been selected to attend 

• Support your child in completing any home learning tasks set by their teacher  

• Listen to your child read aloud their answers they have prepared for their speaking exam 

• Watch videos on youtube explaining how to use the past (preterite), present and (near) future tenses in French 
and ask your child to explain how to form them in their own words  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/spanish/specifications/AQA-8698-SP-2016.PDF
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Spanish   

What your child is learning 

What? This term we’re revising for the upcoming summative assessments in Spanish. We are also preparing for the mock 
speaking exam which takes place in March. 

How? We will enter a structured revision cycle where we will revise the core content for each of the eight modules studied 
at GCSE level - holidays, school, family, friends & technology, free time, town & city, celebrations, future study & jobs and 
the environment. We will also revisit the key vocabulary and core grammar concepts for the relevant module through 
walking talking mocks. We will consolidate the key information through the four skills of speaking, listening, reading, and 
writing throughout the term in preparation for the final exams.  

Why? For the receptive skills of reading and listening, it is imperative to revise the key vocabulary and to also practise exam 
technique in terms of retrieving the right information in test conditions. For the productive skills of speaking and writing, it 
is fundamental that pupils understand the rubric of the task instructions in the exam in order to be able to respond 
appropriately and effectively.  

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1 

Task Speaking  
March  

What they’re being 
assessed on 

Role play, photo card, general conversation  

What knowledge do 
they need to be 
successful? 

The key vocabulary and core grammar concepts encapsulated on each of the knowledge 
organisers and the vocabulary list available on the AQA website. Embedded knowledge of 
the present, preterite and near future tenses is key.   

 

How you can support your child with their learning 

• Ensure that your child has access to the GCSE Knowledge Organisers on Google Classroom and is using these to 
revise the key vocabulary and core grammar concepts 

• Quiz them on the words on the Knowledge Organisers / the specification provided by AQA 
(https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/spanish/specifications/AQA-8698-SP-2016.PDF) 

• Encourage your child to attend intervention sessions if they have been selected to attend 

• Support your child in completing any home learning tasks set by their teacher  

• Listen to your child read aloud their answers they have prepared for their speaking exam 

• Watch videos on youtube explaining how to use the past (preterite), present and (near) future tenses in Spanish 
and ask your child to explain how to form them in their own words  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/spanish/specifications/AQA-8698-SP-2016.PDF
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Urdu 
What your child is learning 

What? This term we’re revising for the upcoming summative assessments in Urdu. We are also preparing for the mock 
speaking exam which takes place in March. 

How? We will enter a structured revision cycle where we will revise the core content for each of the eight modules studied 
at GCSE level - holidays, school, family, friends & technology, free time, town & city, celebrations, future study & jobs and 
the environment. We will also revisit the key vocabulary and core grammar concepts for the relevant module through 
walking talking mocks. We will consolidate the key information through the four skills of speaking, listening, reading, and 
writing throughout the term in preparation for the final exams.  

Why? For the receptive skills of reading and listening, it is imperative to revise the key vocabulary and to also practise exam 
technique in terms of retrieving the right information in test conditions. For the productive skills of speaking and writing, it 
is fundamental that pupils understand the rubric of the task instructions in the exam in order to be able to respond 
appropriately and effectively.  

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1 

Task Speaking  
March  

What they’re being 
assessed on 

Role play, photo card, general conversation  

What knowledge do 
they need to be 
successful? 

The key vocabulary and core grammar concepts encapsulated on each of the knowledge 
organisers and the vocabulary list available on the AQA website. Embedded knowledge of 
the present, preterite and near future tenses is key.   

 

How you can support your child with their learning 

• Ensure that your child has access to the GCSE Knowledge Organisers on Google Classroom and is using these to 
revise the key vocabulary and core grammar concepts 

• Quiz them on the words on the Knowledge Organisers / the specification provided by AQA 
(https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/spanish/specifications/AQA-8698-SP-2016.PDF) 

• Encourage your child to attend intervention sessions if they have been selected to attend 

• Support your child in completing any home learning tasks set by their teacher  

• Listen to your child read aloud their answers they have prepared for their speaking exam 

• Watch videos on youtube explaining how to use the past (preterite), present and (near) future tenses in Urdu and 
ask your child to explain how to form them in their own words  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/spanish/specifications/AQA-8698-SP-2016.PDF


18 
 

PE GCSE 
What your child is learning 

What? Alongside practical sport your child will be learning about Movement Analysis and Socio-cultural Influences. 

How? We’ll build knowledge and understanding of basic lever systems, planes and axis whilst applying them to different 
sporting scenarios and ensuring that previous anatomy knowledge is interleaved through this process. We will then move 
through to socio-cultural influences and pick out real life examples of barriers and initiatives that improve participation for 
different socio-economic groups. 

Why? These two units allow us to understand why the body moves in the way it does and why we play what we play. 
Whether it depends on background, gender, religion or economic situations this allows us to support groups in different 
ways. 

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1 - 
Baseline  

Assessment 2 – Mid-point 
Assessment 

Assessment – Socio-cultural 
influences 

Task Multiple choice test 
to assess current 
knowledge 

September 

A range of multiple choice, short 
answer questions and extended 
answer questions 

October  

End of unit exam, encompassing all 
types of questions 

 December 

What they’re being 
assessed on 

Their knowledge and understanding of each topic 

 

Their ability to apply knowledge to specific sporting examples 

 

Their ability to explain, analyse, justify, compare or evaluate depending on the topic below  
What knowledge do 
they need to be 
successful? 

Knowledge of the 
different levers, 
planes and axis. 
 

Levers 

Planes 

Axis 

Muscles  
Bones 

Tendons  

Understanding of how 
background can impact reasons 
for participation 

 

Gender 
Race 

Religion 

Economic factors 

Disability  

An understanding of all that has 
been taught throughout the unit 
along with deeper knowledge on: 
 

Ways to overcome barriers. 
The roles of different governing 
bodies in tackling under 
representation. 
How performance enhancing drugs 
can impact an athlete. 

Feedback Your child will get written feedback that explains to them what they did well and what they can 
do to improve. Your child will get a grade indicating what level they are working at and some 
whole class feedback exploring common misconceptions 

How you can support your child with their learning 

• Quiz your child on the questions in ‘what knowledge do they need to be successful? At the end of each month’ 

• Ask your child to recall the basic lists of barriers to participation, how to label basic levers and how to categorise 
planes and axis. 

• Offer yourself up as a human model for labelling! 

• If you are watching sport on TV, discuss in the half time breaks how the body is moving or the potential reasons 
why certain athletes have become professionals in those specific sports. 

• A few useful websites are https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/znyb4wx (Pick the AQA tab) 

• https://www.senecalearning.com/ (Sign up and go through AQA GCSE units) 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/znyb4wx
https://www.senecalearning.com/
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PE Core  
What your child is learning 

What? Students are given the choice to select their path and the way in which they want to enjoy PE. A range of sports are 
provided weekly, and students take part in the sport that they would like to play the most. This is all dependent on staff to 
student ratios, but we do attempt to accommodate as many sports as possible. 

How? Students are encouraged to discuss between them to form groups that would like to play certain sports. We 
encourage them to do this in advance, this means we can assign staff to sports early and try to form a good environment 
for the students to build their small community. 

Why?. Giving the students the choice to select the way in which they want to be active will ensure that they have more 
ownership over their health. Running PE in this way also pays attention to the social element of health, as connection with 
others is key. We still ensure that we encourage students to form good habits that will lead to lifelong enjoyment. 
However, the onus is certainly on the student to take charge of this. 

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessments Sports & Topics 

Task Students are offered their choice of activity during their core 
PE sessions. The only restricting factors are numbers and 
available staff. If there are enough and we have the staff then 
the sport is offered! 

The range of sports are selected 
from the list below; this is 
dependent on student voice and 
the professional opinion of the 
teacher. 

What they’re 
being assessed 
on 

Head – their ability to learn how to structure games and 
tournaments while following game play rules. 
 

Hands – their ability to perform skills in competitive 
situations whilst picking out personal strengths and 
weaknesses. This may see the student placing conditions on 
their own game to improve. 
 

Heart – their ability to lead and make good, kind choices. We 
look for the students that want to help others and for those 
that are trying to build resilience in challenging situations. 

Badminton 

Fitness Centre 

Dodgeball 
Softball 
Dance 

Netball 
Handball  
Basketball 
Football 
Cricket 
Athletics 

Outdoor Adventurous 
Opportunities 

What knowledge 
do they need to 
be successful? 

How to set up any competitive game to allow for fair 
competition. 
 

How to regulate themselves as a group to ensure that game 
play is fair and equal.  
 

How to assess their own strengths and weaknesses to ensure 
that practical improvement can still be made. 

Understanding of key rules and 
regulations 

 

Knowledge of tournament-based 
play and how it progresses 

  

Feedback Your child will receive ongoing verbal feedback on their 
performance, and they will receive a progress review level 
throughout the year of either a bronze, silver, gold or 
platinum. The assessment grid that we use considers all 3 
aspects from the ‘Head, Hands, Heart’ explanations above. 

Verbal feedback on rules and 
engagement is given lesson by 
lesson. 

 

How you can support your child with their learning 

• Watch YouTube videos on the rules of each sport – this will allow your child to make better decisions in 
competitive situations. 

• Ask your child how they think they can improve from the ‘Head, Hands, Heart’ information above. 

• Encourage your child to attend extracurricular clubs to ensure that they build exercise into their week as a habit. 

• Encourage your child to exercise at least 2 other times a week outside of PE. This will hopefully build good habits 
and ensure that activity is part of their life for a long time. 
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Design Technology 
What your child is learning in Design Technology 

What? Course work makes up 50% of the Design and Technology final mark. The non-exam assessment (NEA) for this 
specification is made up of a single design and make task. 

How? Students will be given a choice of a number of Contextual Challenges (themes). They will research and 
investigate one or more of these themes, in order to find a design problem to solve. 

Your portfolio (written or digital), will be approximately twenty design sheets and spend between 30 to 35 hours on 
the NEA, which includes the manufacture of the final prototype. 
Why? As a designer, you will consider the design problem, from the point of view of a potential client / customer, 
leading to a design brief and specification. You will produce a series of designs and develop one or more, leading to a 
final manufactured prototype. This will be fully tested and evaluated. 

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 Assessment 3 

Task Initial Ideas (Drawings) Practical Development 
(Modelling and test pieces) 

Evaluation of Product  

What they’re 
being assessed 
on 

A range of various ideas that 
show a variety of functions, 
materials, and brief 
evaluations of the features 
included. 
Ideas can be hand drawn or 
drawn using CAD. Both should 
have colour and notes. You will 
need at least 5 initial ideas. 

Modelling: Physical Models 

Produce a range of small 
models of either elements or 
the whole idea They are 
developing. These should relate 
to the initial ideas. 
Modelling: CAD Models 

Produce a range of models on, 
of either elements or the whole 
idea you are developing. These 
should relate to your initial 
ideas.  

 Final summary and evaluation 
of the product and the success 
of the project.  

What 
knowledge do 
they need to 
be successful? 

Hand drawing skills. 
3D Computer design skills 

What could be developed 
further in relation to the 
project. 

Tinker cad, Google Sketchup 
and/or 2D design 

Analyse the models; were they 
successful? What have They 
learnt from the modelling 
process? How will it affect their 
developed ideas?  

Using evidence from their 
evaluation so far they need to 
state what went well with the 
project and why. 
What didn’t go well and how 
did they solve this? 

If you had more time and 
resources what would 
they further develop about 
your product?  

Feedback Personalised feedback will not 
be given as it is against the 
rules of the exam board. 
However, teachers can give 
generic feedback (general 
advice) for example what 
resources to use. 

Personalised feedback will not 
be given as it is against the 
rules of the exam board. 
However, teachers can give 
generic feedback (general 
advice) for example what 
resources to use. 

Personalised feedback will not 
be given as it is against the 
rules of the exam board. 
However, teachers can give 
generic feedback (general 
advice) for example what 
resources to use. 

How you can support your child with their learning 

• Ensure they complete all homework tasks. 

• Encourage your child to look back through their classwork and reflect upon their learning. 

• Know where they are up to and have regular conversations with your child regarding their progress. 

• Encourage them to design, sketch, make and read for pleasure. 
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Computing  
What your child is learning in Computer Science 

What? Students will be finalising the last content that needs to be covered, primarily from J277/02 paper 2; 2.3 Producing 
robust programs, 2.4 Computational logic and 2.5 Programming languages and IDEs. 

How? Each unit, the pupils will complete a workbook with various tasks focusing on the key concepts that are required on 
the exam specification. They will also supplement this by completing flipped learning Cornell style notes on each topic for 
homework. Finally, each lesson will give pupils the opportunity to continue developing their text-based programming skills 
when they have completed the workbook tasks. 

Why? It is important that pupils have a good mix of tasks and content within their school lesson time, and the workbook 
tasks for each unit are structured so that they are accessible and varied, as well as being able to be completed in a relatively 
short amount of time. To supplement this, pupils are completing notes for each topic as homework, in a structured format 
known as Cornell style notes. These are effective in helping students put more thought into their note taking, as for each 
topic, they need to follow their notes with creating a set of questions. As students are completing note taking at home, this 
enables them to have more time in lessons to focus on developing their practical programming skills, which are essential 
for being successful with the more skills-based sections of paper 2, and helps familiarise students with reading, writing and 
correcting algorithms. 

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 Assessment 3 

Task 2.3 workbook 2.4 Assessment 2.5 workbook 

What they’re 
being assessed 
on 

Units of data, calculating data 
capacity, binary conversions, 
binary addition, hexadecimal, 
character sets, representing 
images in binary, representing 
sound in binary, compression. 

All of the topics we’ve covered 
so far this year; 1.1 System 
architecture, 1.2 Memory and 
storage, 1.2.2 units of data 
along with Python 
programming. 

Types of networks, factors 
that affect the performance 
of networks, client server & 
peer to peer, hardware for a 
LAN, the internet. 

What 
knowledge do 
they need to be 
successful? 

They need to have comfortable 
knowledge of the above topics, 
along with the skills on how to 
structure and answer exam 
questions confidently. 

They need to have comfortable 
knowledge of the above topics, 
along with the skills on how to 
structure and answer exam 
questions confidently. 

They need to have 
comfortable knowledge of 
the above topics, along with 
the skills on how to structure 
and answer exam questions 
confidently. 

 
How you can support your child with their learning 

• You can support your child by encouraging them to spend time programming in their free time. Students who 
spend time programming become more confident with not just their programming skills, but also their ability to 
tackle the trickier sections of paper 2 (J277/02). 

• Regular revision of previous topics is also beneficial, as this will help prepare their subject knowledge for when 
they head into Year 11. 
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Engineering  
What your child is learning in  Engineering  

What?  Students will explore a range of people with different skill sets work together during the production of electrical, 
electronic and mechanical engineered products, such as mobile phones and mountain bikes. 

How?  

In this component, you will develop knowledge and understanding of the engineering industry, the interconnections within 
engineering sectors, and how these are integrated to enable organisations to find solutions to real-life problems. 

You will explore the role that design applications play in the production of engineered products. Through practical 
exercises, you will produce solutions to problems using different combinations of design and modelling engineering skills. 

Why?  

This component will support you in progressing to a Level 2 or 3 qualification in a range of engineering sectors, for example 
aerospace, automotive, electrical, electronic, manufacturing, marine, mechanical or telecommunications. You will develop 
transferable skills such as problem solving, communication and aspects of critical thinking, all of which will support your 
progression to Level 2 or 3 vocational or academic qualifications. 

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 Assessment 3 

Task Component 1 AIM A Component 1 AIM A Component 1 
AIM A 

What they’re being 
assessed on 

Engineering sectors, engineered 
products and interconnections 

Engineering organisations, 
functions, job roles and career 
progression 

Completed 
AIM A 

What knowledge do 
they need to be 
successful? 

Understand engineering sectors, 
products and organisations, and how 
they interrelate 

Engineering organisations, 
functions, job roles and career 
progression  

 

 
How you can support your child with their learning 

• Ensure they complete all tasks on google classroom  

• Encourage your child to look at the world around them and explain how things have been designed and made.  

• Know where they are up to and have regular conversations with your child regarding their progress. 

• Encourage them to sketch, make and read for pleasure. 
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Enterprise and Marketing  
What your child is learning in Enterprise & Marketing 

What? During the second half term we will be focussing on the second coursework unit - R066.  This unit will provide 
learners with the skills and knowledge to create a brand identity and promotional plan for their product proposal, 
developed in Unit R065. They will be able to pitch their product proposal and complete a review of both their pitching skills 
and product proposal.  

How? We will have two double lessons per week. We will be building on knowledge in each lesson, and linking this through 
relevant examples to the coursework tasks.  Time will be given over each lesson for students to complete set tasks within 
their coursework. 

Why? By completing this unit, learners will know how to use a combination of branding and promotional 
methods that complement each other and appeal to a specific customer profile.  
How your child will be assessed 

 
Assessment  

Task R066 Coursework 

What they’re being 
assessed on 

Students will be continually assessed throughout the term as they are completing externally 
set coursework.  Students will need to ensure that they complete tasks on-time and meet all 
internally set deadlines to allow prompt assessment of coursework sections. 

What knowledge do 
they need to be 
successful? 

Develop a brand identity and promotional plan to target a customer profile 

• Build a brand identity 

• Plan a brand identity 

• Promote a product 
Plan a pitch for a proposal 

• Consider audience and venue 

• Objectives of a pitch 

• Structure of a pitch 
Pitch a proposal to an audience 

• Develop presentation skills to deliver a pitch 

• Review a practise pitch to support peers 

• Deliver a professional pitch to an audience 
Review the strengths and weaknesses of a proposal and pitch 

• Review pitch, using a range of sources of evidence 

• Compare the outcomes of the pitch with objectives 

• Review a business proposal 

• Future developments to improve both a pitch and a business proposal 

Feedback Students will receive verbal feedback on their assessments on how to complete tasks.   
 

Students will be given time to reflect on their responses and use teacher feedback to improve. 

 
How you can support your child with their learning 

• Ensure they complete all home learning tasks. 

• Encourage your child to look back through their classwork and reflect upon their learning. 

• Encourage your child to catch up with any missed learning.  

• Talk to your child so that you know where they are up to and how they are progressing. 
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Hospitality and Catering  
What your child is learning in Hospitality and Catering 

What? This term we are studying detailed Time Plans for Unit 2 (Coursework - Hospitality and Catering in Action) content. We will also 
be doing one practical lesson per week. We will also be typing up all of our coursework notes during 1-2 controlled assessment 
sessions. 

How? We will have one coursework lesson and one theory lesson per week. We will be making notes for our coursework in 
each lesson. Students will be given the coursework brief and will have 5 hours off timetable to type up their coursework 
notes in controlled assessment conditions. 

Why? Students need to create a written portfolio as part of their coursework, which meets a specific brief. They will make 
notes during coursework lessons and then use these to type up their coursework in a 5-hour controlled assessment session. 
Students will also be practising their skills in preparation for their practical assessment in term 2. 

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 Assessment 3 
Task Controlled Assessment Session 1 Controlled Assessment Session 2 AC3 
What they’re 
being assessed 
on 

Students will use their notes 
which they made during 
coursework lessons, to 
demonstrate their 
understanding of Hospitality and 
Catering in Action. 

Students will use their notes 
which they made during 
coursework lessons, to 
demonstrate their 
understanding of Hospitality and 
Catering in Action. 

Students will complete a 
practical assessment that 
focusses on their skills and 
how they will present two 
dishes to restaurant standards.  

What 
knowledge do 
they need to 
be successful? 

• AC1.1 Describe the 
Functions of Nutrients. 

• AC1.2 Nutritional Needs of 
Different Groups. 

• AC1.3 Characteristics of 
unsatisfactory nutritional 
intake. 

• AC1.4 Cooking Methods 
and nutritional value. 

• AC2.1 Explain Factors to 
consider when proposing 
dishes for menus. 

• AC2.2 Explain how dishes 
on a menu address 
environmental issues. 

• AC2.3 Explain how menu 
dishes meet customer 
needs. 

• AC2.4 Time Plan. 

• AC1.1 Describe the 
Functions of Nutrients. 

• AC1.2 Nutritional Needs of 
Different Groups. 

• AC1.3 Characteristics of 
unsatisfactory nutritional 
intake. 

• AC1.4 Cooking Methods 
and nutritional value. 

• AC2.1 Explain Factors to 
consider when proposing 
dishes for menus. 

• AC2.2 Explain how dishes 
on a menu address 
environmental issues. 

• AC2.3 Explain how menu 
dishes meet customer 
needs. 

• AC2.4 Time Plan. 

• AC3.1 Use techniques in 
preparation of 
commodities. 

• AC3.2 Assure quality of 
commodities to be used 
in food preparation.  

• AC3.3 Use techniques in 
cooking of commodities.  

• AC3.4 Complete dishes 
using presentation 
techniques. AC3.5 Use 
food safety practices. 

How you can support your child with their learning 

• Ensure they complete all home learning tasks. 

• Encourage your child to look back through their classwork and reflect upon their learning. 

• Know where they are up to and have regular conversations with your child regarding their progress. 

• Ensure your child has the equipment for practical Catering lesson 
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Art 
What your child is learning 

What – This term your child will continue to develop final pieces for their coursework. In addition to this they will be issued 
their Art GCSE exam paper.  

How- Students will take photographs for their design ideas boards for image and text project and create a final piece based 
on these ideas. They will also paint their body ornament piece. Students will start to complete research and develop ideas 
for their exam in term 3.  

Why – Coursework is 60% of final grade and exam is 40%  

How your child will be assessed 

 
Assessment 1 Assessment 2  

Task Mid point assessment  End of Unit Assessment 

What 
they’re 
being 
assessed 
on 

We will provide feedback to your child prior to the 
assessment on their strengths and areas for 
development. Your child will use this written 
feedback to improve their work and use of media.  

How well they have completed final presented and 
presented exam work. We will be looking at the 
complexity of the designs as well as how well they 
have blended their media. 

Which 
skills 
will they 
need to 
be 
successf
ul? 

Your child will need to demonstrate skills in using a 
range of appropriate media. We would strongly 
recommend students watch our colour blending 
videos on our youtube channel:  
 

We have videos to support this skill on our youtube 
channel : 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJ2rBpCerxog4
Fg8De7GaNw  

We would strongly recommend students watch our 
colour blending videos on our youtube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJ2rBpCerxog4
Fg8De7GaNw 

 

They will need to be reflective and take creative risks 
when choosing where to place different media. 

Feedbac
k 

Your child will complete a self assessment at the end 
of the lesson reflecting on successes and next steps. 
The class teacher will use the school stamp to 
acknowledge progress based on their original written 
feedback.  

Your child will receive a grade indicating what level 
they are working at.  

How you can support your child with their learning 

• Our Youtube channel has a wide range of videos that explore our in-class topics and key skills. Where possible 
practising key skills at home will always help your child improve their progress. 

• Encourage your child to attend an art club after school to develop their art skills.  They will have access to our facilities 
and equipment with a range of art media.  

• All our home learning tasks support your child with their classwork.  By checking that these are being completed this 
will help your child consolidate skills or gain knowledge in preparation for the next lesson.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJ2rBpCerxog4Fg8De7GaNw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJ2rBpCerxog4Fg8De7GaNw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJ2rBpCerxog4Fg8De7GaNw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJ2rBpCerxog4Fg8De7GaNw


26 
 

Drama 
What your child is learning – GCSE Drama 

What? This term we are focusing on Component 2 of the Drama GCSE which requires pupils to perform two extracts from a 
scripted published play to an external examiner.  

How? Students will create and refine character, they will use a variety of vocal and physical skills to do this and they will 
engage an audience in their performance.  

Why? Component 2 allows students to be an actor and perform to an audience. It takes 2 extracts from the page of a script 
to a performance on stage.  

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1  Assessment 2 

Task Mock practical exam Component 2 Exam Day 

What they’re being 
assessed on 

-Their ability to combine and apply vocal, physical and 
movement skills.  
-Their ability to create a character. 
-Their ability to communicate creative choices to an 
audience. 
-Their ability to have control over the extracts style, 
genre and theatrical conventions. 
-Their ability to engage an audience.  
-Their ability to interpret a text in performance (from 
page to stage).  

-Their ability to combine and apply 
vocal, physical and movement skills.  
-Their ability to create a character. 
-Their ability to communicate 
creative choices to an audience. 
-Their ability to have control over the 
extracts style, genre and theatrical 
conventions. 
-Their ability to engage an audience.  
-Their ability to interpret a text in 
performance (from page to stage).   

What knowledge do 
they need to be 
successful? 

- An understanding of how to interpret a script. 
-An understanding of how to communicate to an 
audience. 
-Techniques to use during the rehearsal process. 
-Developed vocal and physical skills. 
-Reflection and use of feedback to improve 
performance. 

- An understanding of how to 
interpret a script. 
-An understanding of how to 
communicate to an audience. 
-Techniques to use during the 
rehearsal process. 
-Developed vocal and physical skills.  

Feedback -Your child will receive verbal feedback from staff and 
peers throughout the rehearsal process.  
- They will also receive verbal and written feedback 
following their mock practical to support in making 
improvements for the exam day. 

-There can be no teacher feedback 
following the exam day.  

 

How you can support your child with their learning 

• Students can do any research on the play, character and themes/issues of the play at home 

• Students can learn any lines they have at home 
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Music 
What your child is learning 

What? Students will have the opportunity to play a range of instruments and will pick one to be their specialism in lessons. 
Students will also have the opportunity to take part in small group instrument lessons free of charge. 

How? Through performance, arranging, composing and listening students will perform and write music in bands. 

Why? This is to develop the key performance skills often missed in primary school, they will also choose a specialist 
instrument so as to not be switching between different physical skills. 

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1, HT 1-2.5 Assessment 2 HT 2.5-6 

Task Performance of a song they are given Performance of a song they pick 

What they’re being assessed on Students will be assessed on: 

• Playing- how they play their 
chosen instrument 

• Critical engagement- how 
well they respond to music 

• SMSC- how well they work 
with others 

• Singing- how intune their 
singing is 

Students will be assessed on: 

• Playing- how well they play their 
chosen instrument 

• Critical engagement- how well they 
respond to music 

• SMSC- how well they work with 
others 

• Singing- how intune their singing is 

• Composing- how they create parts 
for the music they have selected 

• Improvising - the ability to make up 
parts on the spot that fit music 

What skills/knowledge do they 
need to be successful? 

Skills & knowledge including: 
How to respond to music 

Musical language 

Instrument specific technique 

Health and safety  

Skills & knowledge including: 
Instrument specific technique 

Health and safety 

How to create instrumental ideas 

Musical language 

What improvising is 

Feedback Feedback will be given on Google Classroom and students will be expected to 
respond to this 

 

How you can support your child with their learning 

• It is important you give time for your child to create music, this could be using technology or playing their 
instrument. 

• You and your child have access to support materials on Google Drive, using these will let you know what your child 
is working on and what they need to do next. 

• Download some of the free music making apps, Garageband on Apple products is the one of the best music 
making apps and it’s free. 

• If they do not have an instrument at home then we can support this purchase through school. 
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Photography 
What your child is learning 

What? This term we will be completing our Photography coursework and starting the official exam at the end of January, 
ready to be marked and sent to the exam board by May 31st 2023 

How? We will receive the exam paper and students will pick which exam question they would like to do. They have already 
completed 2 of their own coursework projects and so have the knowledge & skills ready for the exam paper  

Why?  As we come to the end of the Photography course we need to check that work is presented to the highest standard, 
all tasks are completed and there is a consistent standard across all projects. This will support the best grade we can give 
your child and help them to secure their college placement  

 

How your child will be assessed 
 

Final Assessment to be completed by May 31st 2023 

Task Photography research  

What they’re being 
assessed on 

Your 2 coursework projects and your final exam project on your weebly webpage. We will be 
marking your research, the quality of your photographs, the expertise you have used to develop 
the images in Photoshop, your reflections on your work as it progresses, your final gallery and 
your evaluation     

What knowledge 
do they need to be 
successful? 

You need to be able to analyse an image, looking at the Context, Composition, Connections and 
give your own Comment. To skilfully link your ideas to your research, to take high quality images 
and develop them successfully in Photoshop. You need your final gallery to link to your research, 
be highly developed and to show one clear idea that has been carefully explored.   

Feedback Your child will get continuous feedback on their photography progress trackers to ensure that all 
tasks are understood and completed to their best ability.    

 

How you can support your child with their learning 

• Ask your child to show you their Photography website on Weebly and have a look at their photographs, research 
and outcomes, quiz them on if their work goes on ‘a journey’  

• Encourage your child to take photographs independently at home, they can use the cameras on their phones and 
upload them onto their website  

• Encourage your child to look at photographic galleries on line or visit Manchester Art Gallery  

• Check that your child has completed their home learning tasks  
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Everything Else 
What your child is learning 

What? This term we are studying two distinct units of work; we will finish our Sex Education unit and we will then study a 
unit on how to revise for the GCSE exams. 

How? We will be discussing a range of texts that include news reports, TV documentaries, clips from feature films, 
newspaper articles, statistics and papers produced by the medical profession. 

Why?  

How your child will be assessed 
 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 

Task   
February 

 

March 

What they’re being 
assessed on 

We will be investigating the following concepts as 
part of our sex education unit: 

1. Sexual pleasure. 
2. Virginity. 
3. Body image. 

Students will learn how to revise for 
their GCSE exams. 

What knowledge do 
they need to be 
successful? 

Students will be discussing these issues and 
addressing any myths or misconceptions that they 
may have within a safe classroom space. 

They will investigate and work on a 
number of topic areas. These include 
the following: 

1. Creating a revision space at 
home. 

2. Creating mind maps. 
3. Creating a revision timetable. 
4. Investigating revision 

techniques that don’t work. 
5. Creating revision notes for all of 

a student’s GCSE subjects. 

Feedback Verbal feedback during lessons. Verbal feedback during lessons. 

 

How you can support your child with their learning 

• Be aware of the Sex Education topics that your child has been studying in case they want to ask further questions 
on the topics covered. 

• Support your child with their revision across all subjects. Ask them what they need at home in order to make the 
process easier. 
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8 Ways to be Great 
We have also built a co-curriculum called ‘8 Ways to be Great’ that runs alongside our main curriculum. Each year group 
has been set 8 challenges to complete before the end of each academic year and these challenges ensure our students are 
building their knowledge about future career pathways and developing a skill set that enriches their CV. 
 
We challenge you to achieve 8 tasks every year which will help you to be a GREAT person! 
 

✓ Giving (to the wider community) 
✓ Respectful (to all) 
✓ Ethical (to think) 
✓ Ambitious (to inspire you) 
✓ Tenacious (gutsy) 

 
Unit content 
Work as part of a group to give a presentation to Primary School 
Visit a University 
Make someone in your family feel special 
Every month Eat 5 a day 
Interview an elderly person 
Take part in the Spelling Bee and math challenge! 
Take part in a fund raising event 
Create a ‘Dream Wall’ for jobs and aspirations 
 
We are doing this: 
 

✓ To inspire you 
✓ To get you ready for University, Apprenticeships , the world of work 
✓ Your future well being 
✓ Opportunity to experience different activities and stretch your involvement in school 
✓ To develop your independency 
✓ To develop a different set of skills 


