
SHS NEWS - 13/1/23

Message from the Headteacher
Dear Parents and Carers

What lovely week it has been!

As mentioned before the holiday, in response to parent and pupil voice, we focused on raising 
awareness of knife crime in EE this week – see the article inside for more detail.  I am very proud 
of how our children engaged with the sessions. They were insightful, engaged, mature and 
confi dent. Well done!

You may have seen that the Manchester Evening News ran an article this week on our uniform 
push which you can read here: https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/greater-manches-
ter-news/parents-slam-draconian-school-rules-25930642  I truly appreciate the support we have 
had via the comments after the article and directly into school. Thank you. It is very heartening to 
see that the majority are in favour of what we are 
working together on. 

However, I am also mindful that not everyone is in agreement and that some children and families 
are not happy. It is my hope that, at the very least, those that do not agree with the policy push can 
see that we are all on the same side of wanting the best for our children and that we do have a 
duty to uphold the policies that we have in school. I sometimes think that leading a school is very 
much like spinning plates – and there are a lot of plates! When we see that one of the plates has 
started to wobble, it is very important that we attend to it before it falls so that we can keep all the 
plates up in the air and spinning safely. For those who believe the policy is too strict, I hope you 
can see that it is just one of the plates that we spin here to look after your child and their education 
and that you can continue to work with us. It really is fundamental to us all doing the best for and 
by our children. As always, my door is open if you would like to discuss this further – just contact 
my PA, Mrs Howard at dhoward@stretfordhigh.com to make a telephone or in school appointment.

Talking about home and school working together in the best interests of our children, I do hope 
that the updated curriculum booklets sent out to you recently are helpful for you. We have updated 
them in light of some feedback (and will continue to do so – just let us know if you have a 
suggestion to make them even better). Please do have a read to discover what your child(ren) are 
learning this term.

Take care

Nic Doward



         
This week is ‘Universal Letter Writing Week,’ and we’ve been celebrating this in 
the Library by putting our pens to paper! 

We’ve had paper and envelopes 
available at breaks and lunch 
times, along with a list of  prompts 
available to get the ideas flowing.

Writing letters can be a great 
reflective activity. It’s easy to send 
a quick message online, but taking 
the time to physically write 
something can encourage us to 
slow down and really pay 
attention to the words we’re 
using, as well as help us to reduce 
feelings of  isolation and to spread 
some love from sender to 
recipient! 

It’s always a joy to receive a hand-
written note, so it’s been 
wonderful to see the students 
passing that feeling on by writing 
letters to loved ones - or even to 
future versions of  themselves, to 
be opened again at a later date!

Miss Hodge – Librarian
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Wellbeing
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Last week, I wrote about preparations to support our Y10 cohort secure a quality Work 

Experience Week placement.  Having reached out to local businesses, I have been delighted 

with responses so far from companies in a range of  areas who have offered their support.  This 

will help us to ensure that students are able to access meaningful and aspirational placements 

that are of  high quality.  I have also been really pleased to speak with those students who have 

already taken the initiative and made arrangements.

I hope to speak with as many parents/carers as possible on the afternoon of  

Thursday, 26th January between 5 and 6pm, to share our expectations & arrangements for Work 

Experience Week and to answer any questions.  

Year 10’s heard from Professor Lisa Russell in their Form Time this week about the research 

study she is leading into factors that affect and influence young people in their post 16 and post 

18 transitions.  Students asked insightful questions, which Professor Russell was happy to 

answer.  This is key research that will no doubt lead in time to influencing policy and raising the 

standards of  careers advice and guidance for all students.  Do please discuss this with your 

children at home.  Information and sets of  consent forms are available in the Library or from the 

Student Services Office.  I will be happy to answer any questions by telephone or email - or in 

person on January 26th.

As I’m writing, it’s the deadline day for Xaverian College and Loreto Sixth form College 

applications.  I have been really impressed with Y11 as they have completed their applications 

for these and other colleges (whose applications are still open!)  Students have had support and 

time in their EE Lessons to ensure that applications are completed and to a good standard.  In 

addition, we have ensured that supporting information from school has been included with the 

applications.  I’m delighted that a number of  students have already received offers for places in 

September.

This week I have shared Sixth Form Open Evening 

information for Sale Grammar School and Stretford 

Grammar School with Y11 via their googleclass-

rooms.  I have also shared information about Open 

events at the Myerscough College campuses.

Mrs Adshead - Careers Lead/LRC Manager





HEADTEACHER
AWARD NOMINATIONS

Year 7  Year 8  Year 9   Year 10  Year 11 
Ayano D  Omar A  Khalid A  Dwen H A  Abdullah J
Joshua H  Narayan C  Nourin H  Filsan M  Isa U-H
Eimaan K  Matthew C  Olivia W  Jadaine N
Sahrah S  Sulakshan G    Rahil S
   Ugo K     Blessing S
   Stephanie N
   Juveria S

Award Winners:  Ayano D
    Eimaan K

YEAR 11 FOOTBALL SQUAD
Every week the Year 11 Football squad arrive with 
enthusiam.  Well done, you are a credit to SHS!

• Ready to learn
• Developing skills
• Having fun!

As always, the year 11 squad are 
joy to coach!

Mr Otto Malone



Curriculum
Updates

Dear Parent/Carers

Year 11 students completed their first set of  mock assessments and received their results last 
week and will now be having a one to one session with their form tutor to set SMART targets. 

Smart targets are specific, measurable,  attainable, relevant and time-bound goals and help them 
to really focus on what they already know and what they need to focus on in each of  their subjects 
to make good progress and prepare them for their GCSEs. We will share these targets with you 
once they are completed and it is something you can support your child with at home. Below is an 
outline of  how your child will set their targets for each of  their subjects. 

• Specific: Adding specificity to your goal makes it easier to achieve. Detail what you want to    
accomplish, when you would like to accomplish it, and what actions you will need to take to 
meet the goal.

• Measurable: Your goal should be something that is able to be tracked. If  your goal is too vague, 
it can be difficult to assess how close you are to achieving it.

• Attainable: Students have a lot on their plate. Make sure your goal is something you can             
realistically accomplish within the given time frame.

• Relevant: When creating a new goal, ask yourself  how this accomplishment could benefit your 
academic performance or set you up for success in your desired career.

• Time-bound: It’s easier to stick with a goal when it has a specific deadline associated with it. 
Determine when you would like to meet your goal by, and consider setting target dates for each 
step involved in meeting the goal.

We wish year 11 all the best when setting their targets.                                                                 

Also, we have sent out this term’s curriculum booklets to you electronically, which set-out an 
overview for each of  your child’s subjects for the term. On each page you will see: 
• What your child is learning this term in each of  their subjects. 
• How they will be learning.
• Why they are learning these particular knowledge & skills and 

the bigger picture.

Each subject also gives you an overview of  the assessments and 
links/ideas of  how you can 
support your child at home.

We hope you find these booklets helpful and informative. 

Mrs Kidd



The ‘Incredible Minds Award’ will be launching next week in assemblies for every year 
group.

This is an “incredible” opportunity to gain credits and learn new unique skills, which are 
recognised by colleges, universities and apprenticeship providers!

It is a superb way to stand out from the crowd both now and in the near future!

More information available in upcoming assemblies and the display board outside the 
canteen exit (water fountain side).

Keep an eye out Stretfordians!

Mr S Khan

We are really pleased that our work on diversifying and decolonising our 
curriculum continues to impact positively on our students' learning 
experience. 

We are currently working with MMU and have been asked to join a major research project on 
developing anti-racism/decolonising work with Partner schools, students and tutors.  This is a 
great opportunity to share what we have done so far with other schools and organisations but 
also an opportunity for us to develop our own knowledge and understanding even further. 

Ms S Khaliq 



FOLLOW SHS 
ON SOCIAL MEDIA



Andrew Western, recently elected as MP for Stretford and Urmston, 
attended one of  the “Knife Crime Awareness Week” lessons that have 
been running in EE classes for all year groups all week. 

The sessions, jointly planned and delivered by the Police and EE staff, 
have focused on what knife crime is and the risk factors involved 
locally regarding knife crime. They have also involved practical advice 
to keep young people safe and first aid advice in case students ever 
came across a victim of  knife crime.

The discussions have been lively and the questions have, as usual, 
been challenging and focused.

The school would like to thank Andrew Western MP for supporting the 
school’s initiative as well as PC Leiser and PC Walsh for their hard 
work in lessons this week and their insight into local knife crime.”

Mr C Hirst



19.1.23 KS3 Science Residential Information 
  Evening 5.30 pm
27.1.23 Holocaust Memorial Day
27.2.23 - 10.3.23  Year 11 Mock Assessments
30.1.23 Year 11 BTEC Engineering Exams
1.2.23 MFL Parent Information Evening
  (Options)
9.2.23  Dance Show 5pm
20.2.23 Half  Term Break
27.2.23 School Returns

Term Dates: 2023/4 - link here:
https://stretfordhigh.com/information/term-
dates/

On Thursday 12th January, we took 20 lovely Year 9 students to 
the University of  Manchester for the day. After a short 
talk about the importance of  languages and being able to meet 
student ambassadors who are all taking a language as part of  
their degree, our students were given the opportunity to write 
and perform a short role play in the language they currently 
study. 

All role plays were filmed and students and teachers, from the 3 schools 
involved, enjoyed watching them in the afternoon. Our students were 
only given a few props but were so creative and enthusiastic. We 
definitely have talented linguists (and actors in the making!). 

Students were also able to have a taster session in Japanese, learning 
basic greetings and how to write Japanese characters. 

They all had a fantastic day. Well done to all of  you involved!

Mrs Avison and Mrs Handley


