
SHS NEWS - 20/1/23

Message from the Headteacher
Dear Parents and Carers

You may be aware from media coverage that NEU have declared strike action, which will take 
place on:-
• Wednesday 1st February
• Tuesday 28th February 
• Wednesday 15th March
• Thursday 16th March 
The strikes are happening because of a national dispute between the unions and the government 
over pay, and not because of any issues at our school. I’m getting in touch to give you as much 
notice as possible about our arrangements for the fi rst strike date on Wednesday 1st February 
only:
• Year 11 will attend school as normal on this date. It is very important that ALL YEAR 11 
students attend on this day as they will have a key assessment and the science department 
will focus on revising key topics to help our pupils achieve their best grade in science.
• Year 7 are invited to attend school as normal on this date. They will not have regular 
lessons. We feel it would be more benefi cial to do something more creative with our 
youngest Stretfordians.
• We are unable to invite years 8, 9 and 10 into school as whole cohorts. However, we under-
stand that childcare for years 8, 9, 10 may be problematic, especially if your child is vulnerable at 
this time, has Special Educational Needs or a Disability (SEND) or if you are a critical worker. We 
would like to gather information around how many parents or carers would need to send their child 
to school because they are vulnerable, have SEND or are children of critical workers. Please click 
on the link below if any of the above applies to your child and you would like to request that they 
come to school on Wednesday 1st February. We will endeavour to put provision in place for as 
many as possible but cannot guarantee provision for all at this point.
• Breakfast, break and lunch will be provided as normal for those who are in school on Wednesday 
1st February.
• For children who are not in school on Wednesday 1st Feb, and who are entitled to Free School 
Meals, we can make grab bags containing a balanced lunch available for children to take home on 
Tuesday 31st January. To help us make the correct amount, please indicate if you would like your 
child to collect a grab bag on the survey link.

SURVEY LINK 1.2.23 HERE:  https://forms.gle/vwBtRHbPPz9usKNm8
The link has also been sent out vai Arbor.  Please complete by Tuesday 24th January 2023

I’m sorry that you may have to make alternative arrangements for your child at short notice, and 
that they will experience disruption to their education. I understand that this situation may be 
frustrating, and ask that all members of our school community continue to treat each other with re-
spect. Stretford High School remains committed to providing a safe and secure environment for our 
pupils and delivering high-quality teaching. The arrangements above apply to the fi rst strike date, 
1st February, only. We will assess staffi  ng levels for each of the strike dates separately and inform 
you of provision for those dates as soon as is possible. We are working closely with our staff  union 
representatives to keep up to date with the situation, and I will inform you as soon as possible if 
arrangements change further.  If you have any questions, please contact me at 
ndoward@stretfordhigh.com 

Kind regards,
Nic Doward



On Thursday 19th January, myself, Mrs Wright and Mr Forbes had the absolute 
pleasure of  taking fifteen of  our superb year 9 and year 10 students to the Lowry 
Theatre to see a National Theatre production of  Malorie Blackman's Noughts and 
Crosses. This play is part of  the English and Drama curriculum at Stretford High; 
seeing a live performance enabled our students to understand the practicalities 
of  bringing a performance to life while observing how interpretation of  a text can 
form an integral role in its production.

We travelled by tram and upon arrival at the theatre, we discovered that many 
of  the other schools who had booked, failed to arrive due to weather conditions.  
Therefore, we had the pick of  seats! 

Our students were impeccably behaved and we had a fantastic discussion 
analysing the theatrical elements afterwards.

A good time had by all!     Ms A Penn



Forest Schools 
Week 9



Wellbeing
Top Tip of  the Week



With thanks to the support of  the Greater Manchester Combined Authority Careers Hub, 

Stretford High School is proud to be one of  a small number of schools in Trafford and Salford 

who have been selected to engage in a partnership with Essity to support our Careers 

programme.  Essity is an international engineering and manufacturing firm with a site in 

Trafford Park. They produce hygiene products - including a 

brand you will know - Cushelle.   Earlier this week, the partner-

ship schools had the opportunity to visit the Trafford Park site 

to see the manufacturing process and to speak with staff  there, 

including three young members of  staff  on various stages of 

their Apprenticeship journey, who were the stars of  the visit for 

me.  All three have embraced the opportunities presented to 

them to develop their skills and have been supported to learn 

different areas of  the business and 

progress their career.  

The UK Commission for Employment and Skills report ‘The Future of  

Work Jobs and Skills in 2030’ notes the rapid changes in the world of  

work, which will mean that skills needed by employers will also be fluid.   

The report also acknowledges the link between job quality and personal 

wellbeing.  The three factors in this are identified as wages, job stability 

and working conditions (place and people).  The environment at Essity 

and the Apprenticeship journey there is a strong example of  how job 

quality and continuing skills development can combine effectively for the 

benefit of  both the business and its people. This aligns very much with 

the School’s core values - Community, Aspiration, Respect and Education. 

For parents, the changing landscape in the world of  work means that we need to be open in sup-

porting young people to explore the opportunities available to them.  

I have linked a document below produced by The Parents’ Guide for parents to support their 

children with National Apprenticeship Week (6-12 February)  https://stretfordhigh.com/wp-con-

tent/uploads/2023/01/The-Parents-Guide-to-National-Apprenticeship-Week-2023-2.pdf

In the Library, it has been a pleasure to see student engagement with activities Miss Hodge is 

leading.  Word Searches have been very popular and we have a growing number of  dreams 

being shared, inspired by the “ I have a dream’ speech of   Martin Luther King Jr in 1963.

Mrs Adshead - Careers Lead/LRC Manager





HEADTEACHER
AWARD NOMINATIONS

Year 7  Year 8   Year 9  Year 10  Year 11 
Nevaeh C-P  Muhammed Ali D  Zainab K Abdullah B  Noman A
Hamzah H  Mia W-N   Bilaal N Hannah C  Laibah A
Iftekhaar M     Sahraan N Yusuf L  Megan B
Nishan S      Sheema Q Sarrinah M  Izzy G
Taran Jot S     Faiza Z Sawda S  Usman W

Award Winners:  Bilaal N and Sahraan N - Year 9 

Geography Update 

Our Year 10 Geographers have started learning about India this week.  They did 
some fantastic work learning about Mumbai’s historical, financial and 
social attributes.  Well done Year 10!   Ms J Monk



A Visit to North Manchester Mosque

The RE department had the honour of taking a group of our yr9 students to one of the largest Mosques 
in Manchester yesterday. To help enrich their learning for the fi rst scheme of work in YR9 ‘What is it like 
to be a Muslim in Britain today? and to allow them an opportunity to experience the Muslim community 
beyond Stretford High School. 

It was an extremely wholesome day, the students were all wonderfully behaved and represented them-
selves and Stretford High School well. They were engaged throughout and asked the Mosque staff  
challenging and relevant questions to the second scheme of work ‘Medical Ethics’ to apply their 
knowledge further.   It was wonderful seeing the excitement on our students’ faces in the Mosque 
as they took it all in and marvelled over the beauty of the religious building.    
             Ms A Musbahi



We are delighted to share our Y11s practicing for their practical assessment which takes 
place in March. Each student prepared two delish dishes and plates them up 
professionally. Masterchef here we come!  Well done to all.  Mrs J Edwards



Drama Production Club
Rehearsals Invitation
After the huge success of 'Tuesday' Drama Production 
Club is back again!  Bigger and Even Better, with the 
production:-

A Midsummer Night's Dream 
A Modernisation for SHS
Rehearsals -  Thursday 3-4pm  PEXA
We need:-
Performers
Lighting designers
Sound engineers
Set designers 
Costume designers
Prop makers

Students - You are welcome to the rehearsals on 
Thursdays. We look foraward to seeing you.



22.1.22 Happy Chinese New Year!
27.1.23 Holocaust Memorial Day
27.2.23 - 10.3.23  Year 11 Mock Assessments
30.1.23 Year 11 BTEC Engineering Exams
1.2.23 MFL Parent Information Evening
  (Options)
9.2.23  Dance Show 5pm
20.2.23 Half  Term Break
27.2.23 School Returns

FOLLOW SHS 
ON SOCIAL MEDIA

For their most recent homework, Year 
7 historians were tasked with creating 
a poster comparing a Medieval City we 
had studied in class, to what that place 
was like in the present day. 
Testing their skills of  comparison. 
These two stunning pieces of  work 
were produced by Mia and Neveah. 
Well done to the whole class for their 
amazing work!    Ms E Clark


