
SHS NEWS - 6/1/23

Message from the Headteacher

Dear Parents & Carers

First of all, Happy New Year! I hope that your winter break was 
enjoyable and that you didn’t suff er too badly with the dreaded colds 
and fl us that have been doing the rounds. May 2023 be good to each 
and everyone of you.

Our fi rst week back has been very productive indeed. As you know 
from my letter to you before the holiday, we have started this term with a focus on ensuring that all of our 
students could uphold our uniform expectations and that they do so daily.

I want to thank you for your response to this, as I could see that the vast majority of our children came to 
school on Tuesday fully ready and wearing the correct uniform well. Some families made use of the 
Family Support Form on the website to request fi nancial support for uniform and I am very happy that 
we have been able to meet every request thus far. Indeed, I am pleased to say that we have been able 
to support  a number of students who did not have the correct items yet, by providing them with skirts, 
trousers, ties, shoes etc. The trousers have proved such a hit that some students have asked to buy them 
from us! We have agreed to do so and are off ering them at a reduced price to help out at this time. 

All in all, it has been a delight to walk around school today and to see our pupils in the correct uniform, 
shirts tucked in and wearing their badge with pride. Not everyone has got on board with us; for example, 
4 pupils today did not want to work with us, despite being off ered brand new items to wear so that they 
could carry on with their day as normal. As a result,  they had to complete their work in the Q Room. In 
order to avoid a repeat of this, I would like to reiterate points 4 & 5 from my letter before the holiday. Skirts 
should be knee length. A general guide to ensure that a skirt is the correct length is that the back of the 
skirt should cover the seat when a child sits down. Jewellery is limited to one pair of stud earrings, a stud 
nose ring and a watch.

It is important to point out that we will help any student to meet our uniform expectations. However, we 
will not condone anyone refusing to follow school policy. When a child joins our school (or any school 
for that matter), that child and their parents/carers should do so because they are in agreement with the 
ethos of the school. Schools have diff ering policies and expectations - some schools insist that children 
wear their hair tied back or ban hair colouring of any kind; some schools don’t have a set uniform at all. 
What is important is that whatever policy is in place, it should be followed by all.

Please contact me at ndoward@stretfordhigh.com or contact my PA Mrs D Howard admin@stretfordhigh.
com to make an appointment if you would like to discuss any of the above further.

Yours sincerely

N Doward



      
New Year is the perfect time to 
set some goals and intentions for 
the future – why not make one of  
yours to get reading? Or, if  you’re 
already an avid reader, why not 
aim to broaden your reading 
horizons some more?

Reading can teach us so much 
about the world we live in - and 
the people we live in it with – and 
makes us more empathetic, 
creative, informed individuals.

And so, this year, your challenge, 
should you choose to accept it, is 
to…

• Read nine books that fit the    
different challenges;

• Fill out the challenge worksheet 
(you can do this either as you 
go or at the end) – pick one up 
from the library at any point 
during the year 

• Once you’ve read all nine, 
come and see Miss Hodge 
with your completed challenge 
sheet to receive your prize!

 

Happy New Year, and happy 
reading! 

Miss Hodge – Librarian
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Happy New Year!  It has been lovely to see the students again after the Christmas holiday.  

As we start the new year, much of  my focus is with Year 10 as will be supporting academic 

research into factors that influence the risk of  students not accessing employment, education 

or training when they leave school and planning for Work 

Experience week.

Next Wednesday, January 11th, Professor Lisa Russell from the University of  Huddersfield will 

be speaking with Y10 virtually during Form Time.  Professor Russell is leading the research into 

the attitudes of  young people to their life after Year 11 and will share a summary of  the project 

with students.  Students (with parent permission of course), will then be invited to take part in 

the research programme.  An information sheet is linked below for you so that you are aware of  

what Professor Russell will be speaking about next week. https://stretfordhigh.com/wp-content/

uploads/2023/01/Parent-carer-information-sheet-ca-

reers.pdf

Work Experience provides the opportunity for 

students to experience the expectations and 

responsibilities of  a workplace setting (even if  it’s 

not in the career they aspire to).  This develops 

confidence, personal skills and research has shown 

that it also has a positive impact on student 

outcomes in exams.  

We understand that not every student will have immediate access to a quality placement through 

family and friends, so a ‘directory’ of  businesses they can approach will be shared.  

Work Experience week for Year 10’s will be July 3rd to 7th.  I will be speaking with the year group 

in their assembly on January 24th to share information about the week.  Parents and Carers are 

warmly invited to school on the afternoon of  Thursday, January 26th, between 5 and 6 pm, when 

I will share our information and expectations with you directly so that you can support at home.  

We also expect to have some business professionals present to talk with you about opportunities 

they will be offering for placements.

Mrs Adshead - Careers Lead/LRC Manager





Drama Production Club

After the huge success of 'Tuesday' Drama Production 
Club is back again, bigger and even better!

This time, we start rehearsals from January 12th for a 
full production of...

A Midsummer Night's Dream 
A Modernisation for SHS

Same time, same place...



A new way to communicate

Dear Parents/Carers

We have been listening to your feedback around the number of  apps / platforms we are asking 
you to use. Currently we are asking you to access:

          MyEd for messages and to see negative behaviour

          ParentPay to make payments

          E-Praise for positive behaviour points

          Parent booking system to book parents evening appointments

          Google classroom for Home Learning

I am delighted to announce that we will be replacing all of  these systems with one brand new 
system: Arbor.

From Monday 27th February 2023 (after half  term break) we will be replacing all of  the systems 
above. Until this date we will continue to use MyEd, Parent pay and E-Praise. 

In this interim period all notifications around C3 reflections / late detentions will be sent via 
email and not MyEd message.

Adopting Arbor will allow us to communicate with you more efficiently and bring all core school 
data and workflows into one system.

We are really looking forward to getting started with Arbor and invite all our parents to familiar-
ise themselves using the link below.

https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/212097029-A-quick-introduction-to-Ar-
bor-for-guardians-and-parents#logging-in-0-0

 
I have also attached a leaflet from Arbor: https://stretfordhigh.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/
Parent-Portal-and-Arbor-App-leaflet.pdf

We will send further communication on the parental app and how to register next week, please 
look out for this information and register your child when prompted.

We hope you are looking forward to using this new system as much as we are!

Mr D Maloney
Assistant Head



FOLLOW SHS 
ON SOCIAL MEDIA

12.1.23 Paris Information Evening 6pm
12.1.23 A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
  Rehearsals commence Thursdays 
  @ 3-4pm PEXA
19.1.23 KS3 Science Residential Information 
  Evening 5.30 pm
27.1.23 Holocaust Memorial Day
30.1.23 Year 11 BTEC Engineering Exams
1.2.23 MFL Parent Information Evening
  (Options)
9.2.23  Dance Show 5pm
20.2.23 Half  Term Break


