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Dear Parents and Carers, students & staff
-/ An "Out of This World" Wow Week (Years 7, 8 and 9)

This week, Key Stage 3 stepped out of the classroom and into
the cosmos for our latest Wow Week. Students in Years 7, 8,
and 9 spent the week exploring the theme of Space across all of
their different subjects.

It was wonderful to see how our staff collaborated to bring this
theme to life:

e In Science and Maths, students calculated rocket
trajectories and explored the harsh realities of deep-space
environments.

e In English and Humanities, they debated the ethics of space
colonisation and penned some genuinely brilliant science
fiction.

e In Creative Arts, we saw stunning alien landscapes and
futuristic design concepts.

o o
The enthusiasm and curiosity shown by our younger studentsooo
was brilliant to witness. They proved that not even the sky is the
limit when it comes to their learning.
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£)) Welcoming Our Future Year 7 Students

Alongside celebrating our current students, it was an absolute
pleasure to greet the Year 6 students who will be joining us as
our new Year 7 cohort next academic year.

They had a wonderful transition day getting to know the layout
of the school and meeting their future teachers. The day was
packed with activities, including trying out some exciting
secondary-style lessons and—crucially—sampling the food in
our school canteen (which received an enthusiastic thumbs-
up!). They conducted themselves beautifully, and we are so
excited to welcome them officially in September.




Good Future

Achieving the Bronze Al Quality Mark! . (K
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Dear Parents and Carers, XD

We are delighted to share that our school has officially been awarded the Bronze Al Quality Mark!

Artificial Intelligence (Al) is developing rapidly, and it can feel like a lot to take in—both for us as a school and
for you as parents. Because of this, we chose to take a "safety-first" approach. We have spent the entire past
academic year thoroughly researching how Al can be used ethically and safely in education. It was vital to us
that we established these strong, secure foundations before we actually begin investigating how to
implement these tools in our daily school life.

As we look toward the future, parental voice is incredibly important to us. We want to navigate this new
digital landscape together, ensuring that our community feels informed, confident, and heard.

To help answer some of your questions and provide a clear overview, we have attached a Parental Support
Guide to the next 2 pages. Please take a look to find some useful information on how Al works and how we are
approaching it. We will continue to send out information to parents throughout the coming year.

Thank you for your continued partnership and support as we work to keep our students safe, prepared, and
ready for the future.

Warm regards,
Mrs Kidd




Al and your child's learning: what you need to know

&l rules differ between schoaols.

AI EII"Id ’fﬂur EhiIdIS |E'EII'I"IiI"'IE Always check your child's school policy.

See also: Al and your child's wellbeing
What you need to know

What is Al?

Al tools like ChatGPT can answer questions and write things. But Al does not actually understand anything. It puts
words together based on patterns. It can be very wrong, and it sounds confident even when it is. Al is also now built

into many apps and social media that children use every day.

This includes the feeds on TikTok, YouTube and Instagram, which use what your child watches to decide what to
show next.

When children use Al to do their thinking for them, they miss the practice that builds real skills. This matters just as
much as getting the right answer._

It is important to get the right balance: Al should support your child’s learning, not replace it.

Al and schoolwork Children under 13
Acceptable use: Most Al tools are not meant for children under 13.
Ask Al to explain something after trying to understand it
yourself Being 13 or over is a minimum, not a guarantee of

Use Al to check spelling and grammar in your own work readiness. Ask your child's school what they use and

Ask Al to make practice questions, then answer them what the rules are.
yourself

Mot acceptable use:
Ask Al to write your homework for you School Al tools

IRERRRRNRARN
A I Copy what Al says without checking if it is right If your child’s school provides an Al tool, it is likely safer
Share personal details or exam papers with Al than tools they find on their own - it will have more

ey safeguards and protect their data better.
] Lising Al to write work and hand it in as your own is

cheating. Schools and examination bodies take this
serioushy.
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What can parents do to help?

You do not need to be a technology expert. The most
important thing is to talk with your child about what
they use Al for and how.

« Ask: "How do you know that is right?" This is the
most useful habit to build.

« When your child is stuck, try sitting with them in

the difficulty before suggesting Al. That effort is
where learning happens.

« Lse Al together sometimes, so they see you
gquestioning its outputs.

* Make sure they know they can always come to
yvou when things are hard.

You do not need all the answers.

Questions to ask your child tonight

"What do you use Al for when you are studying?”
"How do you check that what Al tells you is right?”

"What does your school say about using Al for
homework?"

Evidence from digital parenting research suggests that open conversations at home are more effective than silence
’x\-\ or blanket bans. Talking with your child is the single most protective thing you can do.

‘ »
% Collective  Intelligence

\\ Frofessor Rose Luckin

Full guides with references available from your schiool




Blast Off! Wonder Week Launches Years 7, 8, and 9 into Space

If the school hallways smelled faintly of rocket fuel, singed paperwork, and burning curiosity last week, don’t
panic—it was just Wonder Week!

For five action-packed days, our Year 7, 8, and 9 students boldly went where no lesson plan had gone
before. Every single subject traded its usual routine for a cosmic upgrade, completely revolving around the
theme of Space.

It was a week full of literal wheezes, dramatic bangs, and a massive amount of deep thinking. No matter the
classroom, students were pushed to think outside the atmosphere.

But why the cosmic chaos? Aside from being an absolute blast, Wonder Week had a vital, real-world mission:
to prove the importance of cross-disciplinary working.

We wanted to show our students that in the world of work, subjects don't live in isolated boxes. When NASA
builds a Mars rover, they don't just lock a few physicists in a room. They need artists to design it,
mathematicians to calculate the trajectory, linguists to communicate the mission, and probably a very
stressed accountant to make sure the budget doesn't also launch into a black hole.

By connecting the dots between their subjects, our students got a firsthand look at how modern careers
actually operate—where skills overlap, collaboration is key, and solving big problems requires looking at the
big picture.

Huge thanks to all the teachers who brought the universe into their classrooms, and to the students for
bringing their infinite enthusiasm (and their earplugs for the science experiments). We are officially back on
Earth now, but the wonder definitely remains!
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Wonder week lessons Royal Institute !




Wonder week lessons in Science!




Wonder Week!

For Wonder Week in MFL, we explored space using our linguistic knowledge of French, Spanish,
Urdu & Arabic. We used the present tense to design and to describe fictional planets and aliens;
we used modal verbs to create intergalactic travel tourism brochures; finally we dedicated time
to research astronauts that speak the languages we study here at Stretford High School. A big
well done to our students in all four languages who did a fantastic job of engaging with the
work!
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Effective monsters!

This week year 10 have been diving into how writers create
effective monsters and play on our fears. They had to work
on their vocabulary and look into detail at quotes (including
words, phrases and language devices) thinking about
purposeful choices to impact the readers - and keep us
awake at night. GCSE work in full swing already -
well done 10xyEnD

Ms Robinson




Tracking Structure in English

Some wonderful dedication shown by 10xyEnD today,
who were working on quite complex ideas around
structure in our writing. They showed resilience and
determination when looking at how to track structural
feature in a text. Putting their director's hats on, they
had to visualise what was happening in the text and
match the images to the quotes.

Some wonderful work by the class - well done year 10

: q
2 Ms Robinson
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ECG CLUB UPDATE

Last term, Eco Club entered the National Literacy
Competition ‘Protect Our Nature’.

We desighed a green outdoor space to incorporate
nature friendly areas, learning spaces and green
areas for plants and fruit.

This week received our prize for entering. The
wonderful Eco themed books will be available in
the Library so that we can share the great ideas for
how to help the planet.

Well done Eco Club!
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Year 7 Police Museum Trip!

Our lovely group of Year 7's enjoyed looking at Mancunian artefacts, squishing into a prison cell and
even conducting their own court case - - they were found not guilty... then got away with murder!).




Un-dampened Spirits: Year 10
Investigate Salford’s Regeneration

The Geography Department took our Year 10s
to Salford Quays this week to investigate the
sustainability of the regeneration! It was a very
wet day but this didn't dampen Year 10's spirit
who were enthusiastic and impeccably behaved
despite the constant downpours. Well done
Year 10 - we had a wonderful day’




Ms Larkin

And just like that, we say goodbye to another group of Forest
Schoolers for this term and sadly for this year. What an end! With
most agreeing this was their favourite session yet. \We explored,

hunted for bugs, made perfume, bashed some Himalayan Balsam
weeds, said goodbye to the horses, BBQ'd and of course finished

T

with marshmallows. ¥ o
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It's been a privilege to spend the last 10 weeks with these wonderful
children. They are adventurous to their core and I'm sure they will
remember the fun times they’ve had and treasure the friendships they
have made for many years to come. | look forward to seeing you all
again in September! Make the most of the wonderful sunshine, blue
skies and green trees while you can!--







Shout out to Year 9s
Affan and Victoria who
have consistently used
their journals all year to
great effect. Their
enthusiasm to hone
their learning in the
CARE curriculum -
looking at wellbeing,
study skills and literacy -
Is having an impact.
Such well-rounded,
dedicated students. Well
done

Using our journals in Year 9
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Year 9 student Louisa
Ingram’s journal pages

HOW TO BE AWESOME

HOW TO BE AWESOME PATH TO PURPOSE - LESSON 7

PATH TO PURPOSE - LESSOMN &
- wa g
e J

= | Myriad of Methods
Question Equation Ve anntres o ) ht o et sl

Barkbas using thee methiod i B o,
50 &l tha Combratong of quidtan Larp

Bopie o IMErost 10 croabe 38 My Gl il peiible

r 4 —_— [ et
| ————— N o) |
How can 1 where woudd | .- R K
NEOVE ] ark shang? ge o fiad
wagpork ?
|

s g
.
|

o royaly | irs b Fashiga |
) a3 L pm.«gg | || tiends J

\ e — : : s . —
(i —{ o — . é | ® r @
| 'Nm.] m.jm | be | | What cag | do i P S ‘ e
| |

Migalira . i | when i baded 7
:3 s Bl : 3 J _J\mai'hs

Hyis 2 |




Library news

Firstly, for the first time all year, Year 8 have currently
borrowed more books than Year 7, SO, I'm launching a
new competition. Year 7 versus Year 8. Whichever year
group ends up borrowing the most books by the end of
term will get a reward!

Also, my creative writing group have just finished the
amazing stories several of them have been working on,
so this week we played their favourite game again,
writing a short piece of work on a paint chip and having
the rest of the group grab a colour to guess which one
inspired their writing. Look out for their pieces in a
rainbow display in the library very soon!

\ get areward at t

YEAR 7 VS YEAR 8
COMPETITION

Currently...

Year 7: 71 loans
Year 8: 113 loans

Whichever year Eroupdwi?s; will
e end of term.



Library news

FREE Summer Reading with First News — just for our students!
At Stretford High, we know how important it is to keep children reading, thinking and engaged over the summer holidays. That's why we’re
excited to offer all our students free access to First News — the UK’s award-winning newspaper for young people aged 7—-14.
The content is written with KS2 and KS3 in mind, but we're confident that there's something for everyone, regardless of their age or reading
level.
First News helps children:

» Build strong reading habits

« Stay informed in an age-appropriate, safe environment

e Develop critical thinking and media literacy skills ///
e Engage in meaningful conversations at home \
What’s included in your free summer subscription? \
Unlimited access to the First News app from Thursday 9 July until Friday 4 September, which includes: /,|///
» The weekly newspaper and an archive of past issues ////;/
= Weekly news quiz to test knowledge in a fun way
@ Daily news stories to read, listen or watch B
Polls and interactive content
& Puzzles and games \%
I Discussion points for families
It's fun, educational and completely free — all summer long.
Use the below link to get started: -
https://subscribe.firstnews.co.uk/summer-reading-2026/229014358030/ e y



https://subscribe.firstnews.co.uk/summer-reading-2026/229014358030/

Congratulations to Camran H. on His Basketball Scholarship Success

We are incredibly proud to congratulate Camran H, who
has recently completed his GCSEs this year, on securing a
prestigious basketball scholarship to RNS Preparatory
School in Canada.

This outstanding achievement is a testament to Camran's
exceptional talent, commitment and dedication, both on
the basketball court and throughout his time at Stretford
High School. Earning an international scholarship is a
remarkable accomplishment and reflects the hard work,
resilience and determination he has shown over many
years.

Everyone at Stretford High School would like to thank
Camran for his positive contribution to our PE department
and school community. We wish him every success as he ;A:cﬁé;zn‘fﬁgimn
begins this exciting new chapter in Canada and look
forward to following his future achievements.
Congratulations, Camran — we are incredibly proud of you
and wish you the very best for the future!
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You are a “health detective™ who helps people find non-
meciical ways 1o feel better, If a patient is lonely or stressed,

In HESC, you often have to “speak up” for people

f!ﬂiumt:p-thrHMﬁmrﬂ

you might “peescritss” them a local coding club, a community
garden propect, or a walking group. You bridge the gap
how to present a strong argument, influence
people in power, and fight for what is fair—

between the doctors office and the réal world,
pll‘ll:hﬂﬁurhlwpnlh.
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Youth Justice Support
Worker

You work with 11-18 year olds who have gotten into trouble
with the Linw. Your job isn't 1o punish, But to wnderstand
why things went wrong and help them build a better future,
You ane & mentor, & coach, and a protector all in one,

' 'y | mwmhmnhmm
), learn how to switch your plan in a heartbeat
; ‘when a situation changes. Being "unflappable” is

a trait that will make you stand out in any high-
pressure environmant.
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s E L F D E FEN C E U' T H The focus was on keeping themselves safe and undersfanding
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Trafford Neurodiversity Support

We wanted to share Trafford Neurodiversity Support, a service where
parents, carers, and young people can access advice, information, and
signposting related to neurodiversity.

We thought this information may be particularly helpful for those with
neurodiverse children and young people who may benefit from additional
support.

The service is open to all children and young people — a formal diagnosis
Is not required, and they do not need to be on a diagnostic pathway to
access support.
Families can access support through:
e In-person drop-in sessions to meet the team (please see the attached
drop-in information)
e Helpline (Mon—-Fri, 9am-5pm): 0161 553 1536
e Email: traffordndsupport@barnardos.org.uk
e QR code of the Padlet on the attached poster, linking to further advice,
resources, and support

Padlet Link;

https://padlet.com/TraffordNDSupport/trafford-neurodiversity-support-
b6kwsgkuhd7toaxt

Trafford
Neurodiversity
%> FAMILY HUB s“ pp ort

Trafford Neurodiversity Supportis a
service where parents, carers, and
young people can access advice,
signposting, and information related to
neurodiversity.

Children and young people don't need a formal diagnosis—
or even be on a diagnostic pathway—to use the service.
Everyone is welcome!

How to Contact us
Our helpline is open Ofreamd0 e
Mon-Fri9-5pm f;z.-t;:r‘:ﬁ‘.ﬁ traffordndsupport@harnardos.org.uk

01615531536 AR
S g
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mailto:traffordndsupport@barnardos.org.uk
https://padlet.com/TraffordNDSupport/trafford-neurodiversity-support-b6kwsqkuhd7toaxt
https://padlet.com/TraffordNDSupport/trafford-neurodiversity-support-b6kwsqkuhd7toaxt

Trafford Neurodiversity Support

BARNARDOS

¥ BEST START
=" FAMILY HUB

These are spaces for parents/carers to
come and chat in a safe space and have
the opportunity to speak to our navigators
face to face.

0 )0 0 ) ) )
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Best Start Family Hub  Best Start Family Hub

Tues 07/07- Children’s Autism and ADHD
Transformation Programme 10:00 - 12:00pm
th
wlcs Jlllv Bromwood Wellbeing Centre, WA15 7JU

West and South North
106 Central Road 9 Poplar Road, Stretford
Partington, Manchester Manchester, M32 9AN
th ] ]
W/C13 July M31 4FL
3“ Tuesday of each 3™ Tuesday of each
Tues 21/07- Drop-in 9:30-11:30 month, 9:30-11:30am month, 12:30-2:30pm

Best Start Family Hub West and South, M31 4FL

Tues 21/07- Drop-in 12:30-2:30pm
Best Start Family Hub North, M32 9AN

W/C 20" July



NOMINEES Year Team Award w/c 03/07/26

YEAR 8:

- Jack Richardson - Throughout Year 7,Jack has demonstrated an excellent attitude to school life. He has
maintained outstanding attendance, received no behaviour logs, and consistently shown respect towards staff
and peers. With a great amount of Care Points this reflects his positive contribution to the school community
and his dedication to our values. He should be very proud of their achievements this year.

- Haleema Shazhad - Haleema has enjoyed a fabulous end to Year 7 and should be extremely proud of their
achievements. They have accumulated a huge number of Care Points, maintained a spotless behaviour
record with no behaviour logs, and consistently demonstrated a positive attitude towards learning. Their
enthusiasm for embracing all aspects of life at SHS has been a real strength, and they have made a valuable
contribution to the school community. Long may this success continue into Year 8, where | am sure they will
go from strength to strength.



NOMINEES Year Team Award w/c 03/07/26

Year 9 : pr—

o Zainab Kothdiwala - Zainab has had a phenomenal week, achieving 100% attendance and
racking up 6 CARE points through her admirable work ethic. She is deeply dedicated to her
education and consistently contributes well during class discussions. She always aspires to
reach her full potential, and her efforts are highly commendable

 Hugo Lin - Hugo has had an outstanding week, pairing 100% attendance with a fantastic total of
/ CARE points. He has shown a thoroughly respectful attitude toward both his peers and staff,
proving himself to be entirely ready to learn every day. His focused approach to his education is
truly commendable—keep up the amazing work!

J



NOMINEES Year Team Award w/c 03/07/26

Year 10: :

« Leo Singh-Landa - Leo has had a great week and has shown a massive improvement in his
behaviour. His attendance and punctuality has been perfect. Staff around the school have
commented on the change and it is respectable the effort you are putting in. Well done Leo.

« Seerat Jamal - Seerat has had a phenomenal week. Seerat has displayed exemplary behaviour
and attendance and represents what a true Stretfordian looks like. Going into Year 10, if you
continue the good work, there will be exciting things coming your way. Well done Seerat.



w/c 07/07/26 _ HEADTEACHER AWARD

- THIS WEEK'S WINNERS
Haleema Shazhad
in Year 8
&

Damilayo Osho
in Year 9
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Sports Day Friday 17 July
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https://stretfordhigh.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Mock-Assessment-Information.pdf
https://stretfordhigh.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Mock-Assessment-Information.pdf
https://stretfordhigh.com/
https://stretfordhigh.com/aboutus/job-vacancies/
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